Molly’s Revenge: The Session Never Ends
By David Phillips


I don’t know much about music but I do know a good time when I see one, and Molly’s Revenge certainly provided that on a delightful Saturday night at Hesperia Hall. The place was packed (poor Lois and Jack...try as they might to get reservations in place to assure seating for everyone, there are those of us who can’t resist sneaking out to join in the fun at the last minute!), with music lovers spilling out the door and into the warm autumn evening, some from across the San Antonio Valley in Lockwood, some all the way out from King City, and even some from as far away as Colorado. Word gets out when Molly’s Revenge graces Hesperia Hall with a great evening of Celtic music.

Their style of music is unrelenting, high energy, foot-tapping, big ear-to-ear grin on every face, good time Celtic. I’m not sure that title is officially listed as a genre in any of the music appreciation textbooks, but it is what I heard loud and clear. From the opening sets (does anyone else have the audacity to breeze right through traditional Scottish Highlands melodies into Irish polka?), to their closing tunes there was never a let down, never a “oh, that one wasn’t quite as much fun” moment, and never a dip in the enthusiasm of this remarkably gifted quartet of musicians. If necessary, one would buy a ticket only to watch the always present smiles on the faces of David Brewer, who claims that the Super Glue won’t allow his wide grin to go away as he blasts out roller-coaster melodies on his bagpipe and assorted penny whistles and flutes, and John Weed, whose parents may lament his discovery of the fiddle which derailed his classical violin training, much to the good fortune of the rest of us. To watch them so obviously loving the music that they create, and to listen to the stunning trails that their instruments blaze, is a delight that defies description.

The music is not the old traditional Irish ballad, filled with folklore and tales of love and wanderlust and ale, but rather a musical assault on the senses that leaves the audience breathless. High energy, soaring melodies, frantic tempos, and yet a delicacy to it all, it is a bit like a truly fine wine with a gourmet meal. In the midst of the thrill ride, there was one distinct side step into an Irish waltz, composed by the group’s bouzouki player and vocalist Pete Haworth. It was light, graceful, and flitting, creating a visual image of a pub filled with rowdy young Irishmen, who had all been hooting and hollering and drinking hard, suddenly tucking their hair back under their caps, taking a deep breath, and gliding gracefully across the floor with the lovely young ladies in the long full dresses, swirling, dipping, and flowing with the music. It was an elegant pause for a touch of gentle beauty and then a frantic dash into the next explosion of foot stomping fun.

Why are they named Molly’s Revenge? According to the story and song, illustrated beautifully by the quartet’s guitarist and mandola player Stuart Mason, Seamus the piper was out playing his music in the glen when “the wind found his pipes and she filled them with air, his tender caresses were are she could bear”. In the fine tradition of Irish folk tale, the wind decided she wanted Seamus, appeared to him as a beautiful young lass named Molly, but was rejected because he was promised to another. In a rage, the wind turned into a hideous hag and cast a curse on young Seamus and all musicians to follow, Molly’s revenge being that every musician would play forever and never be satisfied, and every musical session would never quite end. This explains a lot to any of us who have ever loved a musician.

At evening’s end we strolled into the fresh October air, the latest Molly’s Revenge CD clutched tightly in our grasp, bent on keeping this particular musical session alive as long as Molly’s “revenge” maintains its grip.


For more information about Molly’s Revenge, visit their website at mollysrevenge.com, where you can see the illustrated version of the story as well as background on all the members.
