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The colors and aromas of spring are with us again. This should be a good year for the flowers. For many others, as for me, this is surely a favorite time of year.

While out and about enjoying the beauty, try to attend the April 15 Cinco de Mayo potluck at Hesperia Hall. The Pineda family is once again generously sponsoring it, so expect lots of good fun and great food.

The annual Hesperia Hall Chicken Barbecue and White Elephat Sale will be held on April 17 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. A delicious barbecue chicken dinner with all the trimmings can be yours for $10; a drink is included. For children six to twelve, the charge is halved.

The white elephant auction runs from 1:30 until 4:00 pm. If you have any questions or articles to donate for the sale, please contact either Ann Brown at (805) 472-9664, or Carla Martinez at (805) 391-3185. Thank you one and all for your donations. Please don’t miss this, as proceeds from the dinner and auction are key in keeping our Hall healthy.

And don’t forget, dear photographers all, shots for the Hall Calendar competition need to be submitted to the Calendar Committee by May 31.

March Grafting

Rainy weather deterred neither members of the Rare Fruit Growers Association from Cal Poly nor eager Bryson-Hesperia participants from attending the apple grafting class that preceded the March potluck. The potluck, too, brought out a hearty contingent to enjoy good food and good company.

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

Hesperia Hall Scholarship selections of local aspiring college and technical school students for academic year 2011-2012 are being made in April. King City High School (KCHS) graduates will receive their awards at the KCHS Scholarship Banquet in King City on May 26. In addition, the Hesperia Hall Board has designated the potluck on July 15th as Scholarship Night. We will present the remaining scholarships and provide an opportunity for short presentations from current or past scholarship recipients. Mark your calendars, as it will be a wonderful summer evening to meet our inspiring youngsters in pursuit of their dreams.

The Scholarship Committee would like to express its gratitude to Jack and Lois Lindley for their generous annual donation to the fund. In addition to their financial support, Jack and Lois serve our community with dedication through an amazing range of activities, so thank you both; keep up the good work!

Thanks go out to the Home Bureau for their beautiful work on this year’s raffle quilt. It will be presented to the public during April, and tickets will be going on sale, with all proceeds going to the scholarship fund. If you would like to make a direct donation to the fund, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall Foundation, put Scholarship Fund on the memo line, and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426, or give your check to any board member at a Hall event.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

The April 15 potluck will be our annual Cinco de Mayo celebration hosted by the Pineda family, so cook up your favorite Mexican or Mexican-like dish, or any tasty contribution to share, and come enjoy the evening at the Hall.

Calling All Elephants by Carla Martinez

Yes, it’s that time of year again. We will be holding our annual White Elephant Auction on Sunday, April 17, in conjunction with the Chicken Barbecue. We will be collecting donations beginning April 10 at the Hall. Please remember that all donations benefit our scholarship fund, and we appreciate everyone’s generosity.

Due to space constraints, once again we are unable to accept large furniture and appliance items or any clothing. The final day to bring donated items will be Wednesday, April 13. If you have questions regarding the auction, please feel free to contact either Carla Martinez at (805) 391-3185, or Ann Brown at (805) 472-9664.

Attention Bakers

This is a shout out to all those of you who have competency with the culinary skills. April 17 is on the near horizon, which means the Hesperia Hall Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Sale will be needing your help. Along with the chicken meal on offer comes a choice of homemade dessert, so your best baking efforts are very much in demand. Roll up your sleeves, get out your mixing bowls and rolling pins, and turn out the best your kitchen has to offer in the way of sweet treats. The Country Kitchen is looking for donations of cakes, cupcakes, pies, cookies, tarts, pies, and pies. Please bring your contributions to the Hesperia Hall kitchen on the morning of April 17, before 11:00 am if possible. The products of your baking skills will be very much appreciated!

CERT News by Ann Brown

All of us have been hearing about and reading about the tragedy of epic proportions that has happened in Japan. I cannot imagine the sorrow and hopeless feelings the people there must be experiencing. How does this relate to us? Here in the United States, we have all become pretty lackadaisical about being prepared for a disaster. We expect fire and police departments to bring help quickly, but that could take a while in the event of a large disaster.

What have you done for you and your family? Every household should make sure it has a three-day supply of food and water for each person; a way of cooking food and boiling water; blankets and pillows; medications and glasses; copies of important papers; toiletries and toilet paper; a first aid kit; and an emergency radio. These should be stored in a container in a sheltered area outside of your house where it can be easily gotten to if needed.

Look for our CERT table at the Chicken Barbecue and find out more about being prepared.

Hall Easter Egg Hunt by Kate Snell

The annual Hall Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Sunday, April 24, from 1:00 until 3:00 pm. Light refreshments will be provided. We are looking forward to seeing you there!

Wildflower Run

By now you shall have noticed, with the return of fair weather, a great proliferation of bikers on our roadways, a sure harbinger of the annual Wildflower Run. The Eighth Annual Wildflower Triathlon will be taking place April 29 through May 1, so expect some difficulty making trips away from home if they involve using portions of the route for the biking and running events. Indeed, this is a good time to plan spending a weekend around home or making a visit to the event route to cheer on triathletes. Perhaps it may inspire some of our young people to take up swimming, biking, and running, all healthy pursuits well suited to our area. Although some locals are irritated by the inconvenience, it might be the better part of reason to make the best of the days, to plan for coping, and to wish all the best for athletes who have worked hard training for so arduous a competition.

Sunday Produce Exchange Resumes by Daphne Denny

The Produce Exchange that has been a regular Sunday feature at the Hall for many years took a short break over the winter, but it is now back in full swing. It begins around 11:00 am every Sunday at the tables under the big oak tree at the Hall, and usually starts winding down around 1:00 pm. Lately, local gardeners have been bringing cool weather green vegetables such as lettuce, spinach, chard, and kale, as well as eggs, extra plants of various sorts, and occasionally lemons or other citrus. Everyone is invited to participate. Anyone is welcome to bring produce and other items to sell, trade, or give away. If you don’t have anything to sell, you are welcome to come and buy. And even if you aren’t at all interested in the local produce, you’re still welcome to come and socialize and become part of the eclectic company that usually assembles to enjoy the day.

Mother’s Day Brunch by Karyn Planett

Karyn Planett and Geoff Thompson will again host a Mother’s Day Brunch in honor of all moms. The brunch will take place at Hesperia Hall on Sunday, May 8, from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm. Karyn and Geoff will provide all the food. However, additional baked goods will be available for purchase for those wanting just another yummy treat.

Hall members are asked to bring baked goods (like Janice's great pies, for instance) to sell either by the slice or whole. The fee for dads and friends attending the brunch is $5.00, and kids pay $2.00. Admittance for moms is complimentary.

All funds collected will be donated to the Hall General Fund. Hall members are also encouraged to bring floral bouquets for the tables as well as photos of their moms with a little story about these wonderful ladies. We look forward to seeing you there.

If you think you will attend, please sign up at one of the potluck dinners so we can gauge how much food to purchase.

Harp Concert at the Hall by Aurora Denny

Internationally acclaimed harpist Ramón Romero will return to Hesperia Hall on Sunday, May 29, at 3:00 pm. Many of you may remember Ramón from previous performances at the Hall, but whether you have seen him before or not, you will not want to miss this concert. Ramón is a master of the Paraguayan harp, an instrument with a long and rich tradition. He has an extensive repertoire of more than 600 pieces from all over Latin America and beyond, and his charming personality and natural showmanship make his concerts truly multifaceted events.

He will be joined on some selections by local harpist Aurora Denny. Come and enjoy world-class music at the Hall in the company of friends and neighbors and the ever-present delicious refreshments.

Admission is free, but donations to help cover the performer´s costs are greatly appreciated.

Upcoming Local Events

Springtime makes for a very full calendar in our community with many activities available during April and early May. This issue of News from the Hall has covered the Hesperia Hall Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Sale on April 17, the Easter Egg Hunt on April 24, the Wildflower Triathlon on April 29 through May 1, and the Mother’s Day Brunch at the Hall on May 8. There are additional dates of which you may wish to be reminded.

Last month, Jane Miller reminded us that Mission Days at Mission San Antonio de Padua takes place on April 9. This event endeavors to recreate aspects of life in the California Mission era complete with costumed docents portraying vaqueros, artisans, padres, and neophytes. The day includes demonstrations of acorn grinding, adobe brick making, weaving, bead making, face painting, Indian games, and tortilla making. There will be a forge master at work, early California dances, and a concert by the New World Baroque Orchestra. And food; there will be plenty of food available. This event is de rigueur for families of fourth graders who have been studying the missions.

St. Luke’s Barbecue coincides with the triathlon, so attendance there may meet with obstacles due to bikes on Interlake Road. Last year Jack Lindley advised leaving after 12:30 pm. On Sunday, he said, the bicycles go both directions on Interlake. The road from the Lake San Antonio entrance to the turn-around near the San Antonio River bridge will be full until most of the contestants have re-entered the park. Jack and Lois go down to the St. Luke’s Barbecue about 1:00 to 1:30 pm with no problem, so you may wish to follow their example.

Animal Compassion Fund by Beth Winters

It's spring, and that, unfortunately, heralds an explosion of unwanted kittens from our feral population. This is just a reminder that if you decide to make a pet out of a "found" kitty, or "fix" the offending felines, the Hall's Angelina Fund is available for spay and neuter reimbursement. Contact any board member or Beth Winters at (805) 472-2095 to make a request.

Rural Coalition by Susan Raycraft

At a public meeting held March 5, 2011, at St. Luke’s in Jolon, a small group of local residents committed to forming South Monterey County Rural Coalition. Lockwood resident Paula Getzelman spoke of "developments introduced into our community that affect us and could significantly affect our daily lives in years to come, ...including oil/gas development, mandated garbage pickup, potential deterioration and loss of valuable historic buildings, as well as federal, state, and county regulations.” She pointed out, “These issues have been introduced without our voice being heard, without input from us, without consideration of what the majority of us value about our way of life. We have a voice, but to be heard, that voice has to be comprised of a critical mass of people from our area speaking together. As we experienced recently with the garbage issue, when enough of us got together and spoke, the county heard us and is working to give us more of what we want.”

Paula summarized: “Our purpose here today is to begin a discussion about: 1) whether you see a value in forming a South County coalition, and 2) if so, is there a critical mass that will engage and participate? 3) Do you have friends and neighbors [who] might become involved?”

Everyone responded with a powerful “Yes!” and unanimously agreed to the name “South Monterey County Rural Coalition.” After brainstorming ideas for the group’s purpose, the meeting ended with the plan to meet again on Wednesday, March 23, at 5:30 pm, again at St. Luke's, to draft a Mission Statement. Each attendee agreed to bring at least one other person to that meeting.

Residents of Bryson-Hesperia are especially invited to attend. Anyone wishing a copy of the notes from the meeting, which will become the basis for the March 23 meeting, should contact Susan Raycraft at rayfill@inreach.com; the notes are being sent by email to anyone interested.

Drilling Update by Susan Raycraft

Veneco is considering asking the Monterey County Planning Commission to continue the appeal that has been filed by local citizen groups for another six months while information continues to be assessed. The appellants will agree to the continuance if Venoco agrees to several conditions, including depositing monies with the county to refund the appeal fees and agreeing to an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) as a condition for future wells. A hearing on the matter is scheduled before the Planning Commission on March 30, 2011.

It should be pointed out that wells approved prior to filing of the appeal are going ahead, including a new Chemical-Radiological Injection Fracturing well being drilled within a few hundred yards of the Salinas River between the Jolon and Bradley exits, which is visible from Highway 101. Anyone wishing more information is encouraged to look online for the New York Times series published the first week of March focusing on the consequences and problems of regulating the expansion of natural gas drilling using the "fracking" process around the country.

Country Gardens: A Proposal for Tomatoes by Daphne Denny

A lot of us are thinking about tomatoes these days.

Most of us gardeners are thinking about planting tomatoes because it’s almost time for that, and they’re so easy to grow, and everybody plants tomatoes even if they only have a little container on their patio.

And those of us who like to eat tomatoes are thinking that it’s been too many long, dark months since we’ve had really good vine-ripened, summertime tomatoes, and it’s easy for us to be nostalgic about fresh tomatoes and basil, fresh tomatoes and mozzarella, fresh tomatoes in gazpacho… . We’re thinking about the Essence of Summer.

And all this thinking is good, because I have a proposal I want to make to all of you gardeners, cooks, and food lovers, about tomatoes.

Here it is: Let’s have a Tomato Extravaganza this year.

Let’s have it at the Hall, in early September when most tomatoes are in their prime, and let’s open it to everybody who grows tomatoes and wants to show samples of the biggest, or prettiest, or most unusual tomato that graced their garden this year. And also let’s open it to all the cooks who want to find the perfect tomato recipe and share it with the community. And let’s open it to all the people who want to look at tomatoes and eat them, and we will have a Tomato Show and Potluck.

We could also open it to all the artists who want to paint pictures of tomatoes, all the musicians who want to write songs about tomatoes, all the actors who want —. You know, actually, this part might be going a bit too far.

I don’t have much advice to give about growing tomatoes. They’re so common and so easy to grow, and all you gardeners out there know what you’re doing anyway. I just have a few obvious cautions.

First, be careful not to set tomato plants out in the garden too soon. April is a fickle month, and many of the microclimates in our area will get frost. If you do set them out, keep a tarp or row cover or some other protection nearby so you can cover them when frost comes.

Second, plant them deeply. When you transplant tomatoes into the garden, generally you can bury the whole plant so deeply that only the top six to eight leaves are above the ground. If the root ball is buried deeply, the plant won’t require quite so much water during the hottest part of the summer, and, in addition, new roots will grow out of the area of stem that has been buried and will provide more nourishment for the plant.

Third, don’t do what I do, which is to plant them too close together. Most varieties need to be at least two feet apart. More would be better if you have the room. I usually go crazy at planting time and cram too many into a bed because I’m afraid I don’t have enough room for everything, and I end up with large areas that are almost unmanageable because there’s no place to step while weeding or picking.

So keep thinking about tomatoes, and let me know if you have any ideas for a Tomato Extravaganza, and most of all — Enjoy April!

Naturalist Notebook: Spring Fever in Brief by Charles Ewing

April is high spring in Bryson-Hesperia. Chlorophyll rules. The land is a living, luminous green, and upon that canvas, Mother Nature paints her flowers, butterflies, and songbirds in their brightest colors. I am giddy. I want to be outside from sunrise to sunset. I want to wander over hill and dell and see, smell, hear, and feel the glorious world around me. I want to thrust my hands deep into the sweet, warming soil, and plant seeds. Everywhere I walk, I see flowers, and I hear birds singing. Most are now old and dear friends to me, but even after calling Bryson-Hesperia my home for thirty years, I discover new spring treasures. I know you feel the same way. So I wish you all a joyous springtide, and I’m off to see what Mother Nature has to offer today.

If there is a neighbor who will host a nature walk towards the end of April, I will be the guide. Let me know at cwewing3@wildblue.net, and I will post the time and place on the Hall bulletin board.

True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Spring is knocking at the door, and the True Life Youth Group is in a season where our youth "nights" are more youth "late afternoons." With Erick and Mary Ann coaching softball at the school in March and April, it is easier to walk across the street to the church building after practice and have youth group then, since about one third of the team is in the youth group, so that is the pattern that will continue through the end of April. We send hearty "Thanks!" to Bee Rock Store for their help in making their pizza affordable to us, as we are really enjoying gathering after softball, having pizza, fellowshipping, and getting into a study about God.

While most of our gatherings are on Thursdays, the pattern of them changes each month. If you are interested in details about the youth group, you may call us at (805) 472-9325. It is open to all youth, grades 6–12, regardless of what church they do or do not attend.

San Antonio School February 2011 student of the month

Outstanding Effort:

Blake Hill — 3rd Grade

Dylan Hughey — 6th Grade

Michael Pineda — 7th Grade

The Puzzler

Between King City and Paso-Town,

I met my worthy friend, Jay Brown,

And seven daughters, riding nags,

And every one had seven bags.

In every bag were thirty cats, 
And every cat had forty rats,

Besides a brood of fifty kittens.

All but the nags were wearing mittens!

Mittens, kittens – cats, rats – bags, nags – Browns,

How many were met between the towns?

—Apologies to Matoon’s Common Arithmetic

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER

Some of the usual suspects, David P, Don U, and Ed B, came up with the solution. A 50-rupee salary means a 50% tax rate and therefore a 25-rupee payday. There is a nice parabolic symmetry here: 0 rupees, 0 tax; 100 rupees (or more), 100+ tax rate. Again, nothing to take home.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name the first person to submit a correct answer.

April Calendar Highlights

3
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

4
Yoga 5:30pm

5
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

6
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm


Amateur Radio Class 7pm

7
Line Dancing classes 7pm

9
Mission Day San Antonio

10
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

11
Yoga 5:30pm

13
Amateur Radio Class 7pm

14
Line Dancing classes 7pm

15
Potluck 7pm

16
SAVHA Tour 9am

17
Chicken BBQ and Auction 11am

18
Yoga 5:30pm

20
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm


Amateur Radio Class 7pm

21
Line Dancing classes 7pm

24
Easter


Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm


Easter Egg Hunt 1-3pm

25
Yoga 5:30pm

28
Line Dancing classes 7pm

29 – May 1  Wildflower Triathlon

May 1 
St Luke’s BBQ

2
Yoga 5:30pm

3
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

2011 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Carol Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley
Directors – Jim Brand, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters
Membership – Carla Martinez
Hall Scheduling– Janice Smith-Ramseier
Maintenance – David Villegas
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carla Martinez, 76346 Hesperia Rd, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local community organization.

Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $50 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter featuring various news and instructional articles of interest to those living in the Bryson-Hesperia community, along with advertisements from local vendors and services. The editorial views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

