Political Potluck by Beth Winters:

Highlight August 17th on your Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar for the monthly potluck. Several local politicians have been invited, but we are never really certain who will show up. Plan on a lovely evening sitting under the stars with delicious food, friendly conversations, and a chance to discuss what’s on your mind with various officials and/or their representatives. Carri Wiatt and Beth Winters will host the evening. We are counting on seeing you there. 

News from the Board by Carla Martinez: 
Hi, Neighbors! I hope everyone is enjoying their summer and doing their best to stay cool? The August potluck is just around the corner and is hosted by Beth Winters and Carri Wiatt. They have a very special program scheduled that you will not want to miss. See their article above for the details of the evening. 
   Well, the Hesperia Hall Board met on July 11th, 2007. We have been advised that Miller Towing of King City will pick up old automobiles from private property at no charge. The only requirements are that you have two vehicles to be picked up and can show title to the vehicles when the flat bed arrives. If you only have one vehicle, work with a neighbor. Call Miller Towing (831) 385-4402. They may know of someone else that has only one vehicle in our area. This is a great service that can work to everyone’s advantage. 
   Regarding the bulletin board attached to the front of the Hall, the Board has decided that only one bulletin board is needed. We do have an additional board inside the Hall to the left of the door as you enter. The Board decided that all notices placed on the bulletin board have an expiration date on them. Once the expiration date is exceeded, the notice will be removed. Notices will be removed at the Board’s discretion.
   Our next Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 5th at 7 PM at the Hall. If you have any concerns, suggestions, or comments, please direct them to a Board member or come to the Board meeting to be heard. Enjoy the rest of your summer and look out, school is just around the corner!

LUAC Members Requested by Ed Buntz:
There is currently no representation on Monterey County Land Use Advisory Committees (LUACs) for the Bryson-Hesperia, Pleyto, or Lockwood communities. The Planning Commission hopes to rectify this situation by expanding the boundaries and membership of the Bradley-Parkfield LUAC. Volunteers are welcome to express their interest in serving on this newly structured LUAC by calling Ann Brown at 472-9664. You do need to be a permanent resident in the Bryson-Hesperia, Pleyto, or Lockwood communities. Meetings are generally held once a month at Bradley School and last a couple of hours. LUAC members are appointed by the Planning Commission and serve to advise the Commission on requests that impact the community at large, such as lot line adjustments, subdivisions, and commercial developments. It is important for us to have a voice in these decisions that can dramatically change the area in which we live, so here is an opportunity to participate in that process. At least one representative from Bryson- Hesperia and one from Lockwood are desired, but the Planning Commission will determine final numbers after they review all applicants.

Wonderful Picnic! by Erick Reinstedt:
If you’ve ever not lived in the country and always had a picture of what country living was about, then I am sure that the potluck community picnic hosted by Janice Smith Ramseier on her ranch on June 24th would have fulfilled all you ever pictured it would be like. Janice has always been to Mary Ann and me the model of hospitality and love and resourcefulness we pictured country life would be marked by, and this special Sunday was no exception. You took a meandering dirt road in to where tables were set out under the shade of a beautiful, sprawling oak tree in one of her pastures, with beautiful panorama views across the Hesperia hills and fields. There were cold drinks on ice and tablecloths on the tables. There were sack races and other games set up, including horseshoes, a swing, and even a softball field she had graded in! As usual, the food was wonderful and abundant, and the fellowship was relaxed and pleasant. So blessed was the event that even the flies that plague so many country gatherings were absent from tables, though we were in the middle of a pasture! To Janice, and to all her family and close friends who helped her put this together, a big thanks for staying true to what life in the country is all about!

Recognition Rock Improvement by Ed Buntz: 
Thanks again to Chuck Bartley for sprucing up Recognition Rock at the Hall. After Rosa Struthers replaced all the plates, Chuck varnished the wood framing, painted the bolts, and reassembled the plaque back on the rock. It looks fantastic and should last a long time in this restored condition. Kudos to Rosa and to Chuck for this wonderful combined effort!

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz:
The Scholarship Committee would like to extend thanks to Janet Hardcastle as well as Stan and Barbara Clark for their generous annual donations. We also received a substantial anonymous donation from a local couple that has steadfastly supported the program for many years. All the financial donations and behind the scenes efforts on behalf of the program are greatly appreciated. Two scholarship awards were scheduled for presentation at the July potluck.  Tom Walters volunteered to make the presentations to Kayla Roth and to Beth Winters (accepting on behalf of Starr Tomlinson).   Kayla will be returning to UC Riverside for her second year after a very successful freshman year. Starr is well underway in her 14-month nursing program at Cal State Sacramento. Melita Denny will receive her scholarship at the August potluck and then return to University of Indiana School of Music for her senior year.  Sandy Guidici may not make it to the Hall for her award, but she is in the home stretch completing the nursing program at University of Nevada, Reno. Once again, the academic and personal achievements by all these students continue to be inspiring. We are amply rewarded for being of some assistance along their journey! 
   If you would like to make a tax deductible gift to the scholarship fund, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put Scholarship Fund on the memo line and send to: Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. You can save a stamp by giving your check to any board member at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at 472-9556.     

Solar Homes Tour by Tom Walters:
On Saturday, May 26th, two dozen people joined Judy and Rupert Lyle for a tour of four Bryson-Hesperia houses. The focus of the tour was on environmental issues, specifically techniques that can reduce energy use and our impact on the environment.
   The first stop was at the home of Ed Buntz and Kate Snell, which is built off the top of a hill and partially into a hillside. Its partially double-wall design helps promote natural air circulation. The south-facing solarium is shaded by a wisteria arbor and trees that block the sun in summer but allow more natural heat in the winter. The house, over twenty years old, is all electric. The owners say that if they built today they would certainly incorporate some solar-cell energy.
   The next two houses were in more remote locations and entirely off the grid. Richard Brennemen’s pole-built house is situated on a hillside with a spectacular view of the Nacimiento River, while Helene and John Kunsemiller’s slab-on-grade house offers a great view of the Bryson Valley. Both houses feature wide porches to keep the summer sun off walls and clerestory windows to promote air circulation, venting the houses at night. Both use solar energy to pump water to hillside tanks, letting gravity eliminate the need for pressure pumps. Both house plans pay serious attention to insulation, especially in conjunction with metal roof design.
   The final stop was the Lyle’s own house. Built five years ago, it looks out on Bryson Valley and the Coastal Range. The pole-built house incorporates a cool under-floor area, floor venting, heavy insulation, and high clerestory windows to keep the house comfortable year around. Rupert reports that the house has not gotten over 78 degrees, even in extended periods of high heat. That result is achieved by taking advantage of the relative range of day to night temperatures: open windows at night; close windows and doors during the day.
   The tour demonstrated that much could be accomplished in existing homes simply by the judicious use of plantings for shade, the choice of wall and roof color, and promoting cross-ventilation. New construction can more easily incorporate environmentally sound design. Several people expressed interest in designs for solar preheating for hot water systems. This would certainly be a good topic to include in a future home tour.
   The day was capped off with a tasty buffet lunch provided by the Lyles and created by Judy in her own inimitable style. She reports having made three large plates of flan for dessert but could only find two at the time of serving. Go figure?

Helpful Hint by Cherie Landon: 
Living in the country turns us all into inventors. When we are out of something, we don’t run into town; we invent something else to use in its place. A few years ago I picked up a wonderful book called Extraordinary Uses for Ordinary Things put out by Readers Digest. Here are a few tips from that book.
   WD-40 stands for Water Displacement—40th Try. In 1953 the three employees of the Rocket Chemical Company in San Diego developed a rust preventing solvent and degreaser. They succeeded on the 40th try! Here are some suggestions for use of WD-40: separate stuck glasses; remove Super Glue from your fingers or other surfaces (labels and stickers too), loosen zippers, keep dogs from chewing phone cords (they hate the smell), clean and lubricate guitar strings, remove chewing gum from hair (be careful not to get it in your eyes!), clean the BBQ grill (make sure it’s cool first), remove gunk and lime from the toilet bowl as well as marker and crayon from walls, removes tea stains from countertops; some people use it on their clothes to remove stains. They list 60 uses for WD-40.
   I have not personally tried all of the uses for WD-40. I did try to remove labels and stains, and it worked well. Remember that WD-40 is a solvent, so use it with caution. If all else fails, it still works great on squeaky doors!

Local Pioneer Family by Wayne Harris: 
The news of gold found in California in 1849 shook the world, and the rush to California began. Ezekiel Uriah Ray jumped on his horse and left Illinois to see if California would be a place to raise his family. Mr. Ray liked what he saw and decided to return east by sea. From San Francisco he boarded a sailing ship going south, but somewhere off the coast of Mexico they hit a calm. They almost died of starvation and thirst.   In a weakened state, he hiked across the Panama Isthmus to the Gulf of Mexico where he caught another ship that took him to New Orleans. From there he proceeded by riverboat to his home in Illinois.
   Ten years later he assembled his family in Springfield, Missouri where they joined a wagon train. At that time they had an eight-day-old baby named David. Crossing over the Donner Pass, they came to Woodbridge, near Lodi, where my grandmother was born. She was named Callie because she was the first child born in California.  In due time, they homesteaded in Bryson Valley. From there the Ray bloodline mingled with many early families (Smith, Dayton, Harris, Sands, Woods, Weferling, Wollenson, Gilette, and others).

Zucchini Glut? by Aurora Denny: 
If you have basil and zucchini in abundance in your gardens, I thought some of you might like to try this recipe.
Pesto Zucchini Sandwiches:
  Several slices Peasant-style bread
  Several young, firm zucchini or other squash
  A few of your favorite mushrooms
  1 to 1 1/2 cups pesto 
  Mozzarella or other cheese, if desired
Place the pesto in a large mixing bowl. Slice the mushrooms and squash into large slices (I like to cut the zucchini in half crosswise and then slice lengthwise). Place the sliced vegetables in the bowl with the pesto and toss to coat. Put the bread on a baking sheet and arrange the vegetables on the bread in one or two layers. Bake in a 350-degree oven for 10-20 minutes until vegetables are tender. If desired, top with sliced mozzarella or other cheese and return to the oven for a few minutes to toast. Serve with sliced tomatoes, if available. 
   I have only tried this recipe with zucchini, but I think it would also be good with eggplant or sweet peppers. This technique also works well for pizza: spread the pesto-coated vegetables over the raw pizza dough, and bake together adding cheese at the end. 
True Life Youth Group News by Erick (Pastor & Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) & Mary Ann Reinstedt, 472-9325:

Many thanks to Carla Martinez who spearheaded the missions trip to Mexico in July! Her hard work coordinating and setting up the venture was truly appreciated, and thanks so much to Pastor Guy and Christian Life Center in Paso for allowing us to piggy-back onto their trip again this year. Thirteen youth and adults went on the trip from True Life Christian Fellowship. Bryson-Hesperia youth included all four of the Landon girls (and Dave and Cherie as well) as well as David and Franchesca Villegas. Other youth included Sabrina Pirzada from Lockwood, Bill and Pat Usry’s grandson, Jared, from Washington state, and Helaina Swaffer, one of our youth groupers in her “younger” days (Helaina’s mom, Sheryl, also went). We understand the trip was an eye-opening, wonderful experience with a lot of joy and a lot of shared heartache as two orphanages were visited as well as local communities.
   In early August it is our hope that some of the youth will help as staff with the “Come to the King’s Castle” Vacation Bible Adventure at the church for children grades 1–5. Our youth group nights continue every other Thursday at the church (the Lockwood Hall across from the school). They begin at 6:30 PM and end at 8:00 PM. (Thanks to Megan and Mickayla Landon who have added some real fun to our youth nights by bringing a game or ice-breaker to do each time! You bless us with your hearts!) 
   Carla Martinez will be leading the August 9th youth group and she will be showing a continuation of a true story shown on DVD which she started last month. This DVD documents what happened when 8 teenagers from the United States and Australia traveled to Vietnam and met with Christians in the underground church. The transformation that occurred in these youth as they met persecuted Christians was amazing. They went from complacent to broken in heart as they realized the privilege we have in a free country to worship, and what others go through to worship in countries where it is not allowed.

