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News from the Board by Janice Smith-Ramseier

We hope everyone is enjoying the summer with special visits with family and friends, and, perhaps, even a vacation for you and yours!

Our Country Faire is Sunday, October 25th. The way time flies, I am sure vendors are planning the events they wish to schedule for their participation. Spaces are available on a first-applications-received basis. Inside spaces are $15, outside, $10. If you plan to sell food to consume as a lunch item, we must know at least 30 days in advance in order to minimize duplication. If you would like to attend as a vendor, please complete the vendor application in this newsletter and send it to the address listed. We look forward to hearing from you!
August Potluck by Ed Buntz

We have a busy night planned for the next potluck on August 21, starting as usual at 7:00pm. We are expecting quite a variety of guests to cover local issues. Our own County Supervisor, Simon Salinas, will lead the Monterey County contingent, which will include representatives from the Superintendent of Schools, Road Department, Sheriff's Office, Parks Department, and Animal Services. Congressman Sam Farr ended up being scheduled for a trip to South America, so Alec Arago will attend in his stead. The new Fort Hunter Liggett Commander Colonel Jim Suriano and his wife Marie will also attend. If you have questions for any of our guests, please send them to hesperiahall@yahoo.com, or provide them to any board member prior to August 12. We will then forward the questions that are generally applicable to our local community so our guests can incorporate them into their comments. All guests will be available for one-on-one discussions after the meeting if anyone would like to pursue a question of personal interest only. Come on out and enjoy the evening with these distinguished guests and help show some local hospitality!

Reminder to all you great potluck chefs: If convenient, a little extra would be nice to ensure we can accommodate the large number of guests we expect.
Scholarship Report: Awards Potluck by Ed Buntz

The July potluck was our opportunity to award scholarships, meet the families and friends of recipients, and enjoy a beautiful warm summer evening at the Hall. Melita Denny attended and gave an encouraging, upbeat talk about her experiences in recently completing her music degree at the University of Indiana.

As reported in the June issue of News from the Hall, five recipients (Matthew Hardoy, Sheena Landon, Larry Reeves, Sean Steele, and John Michael Strejan) received Hesperia Hall scholarship awards at the King City High School Banquet in May. Present to accept their awards and checks at the potluck were first-time recipients Gloria Wilson and Mindi McComas, both recent high school graduates. Also present to accept awards were Grady Roth and Brendan Steele, while Billy and Donna Booker accepted our scholarship on behalf of their daughter Meghan, and Nick and Pam Strejan on behalf of their daughter Stephanie. Also receiving scholarships but unable to attend were Alicia Gonzalez, Rachel Paulsen, and Kayla Roth. We take great pleasure and pride in being able to support and encourage all these students as they pursue their academic goals.

The scholarship committee would also like to extend thanks to Janice Smith-Ramseier for her collection of funds at the Smith Family Reunion and the resulting generous donation to the Hall scholarship fund. Jan has directed a lot of support and funding towards our program from her annual family reunion, and it is always tremendously appreciated.
If you would like to support the Hall scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put Scholarship Fund on the memo line and send to:  Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley CA 93426. If you would like to save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any board member at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at 805-472-2070 or Lois Lindley at 805-472-9556.

Condolences
The Hesperia Hall community offers heartfelt condolences to our dear friends and neighbors Kay and Jim Brand who mourn the untimely death of Kay’s daughter, Cheryl. Kay is a longtime, beloved, very engaged member of our community, and our hearts go out to her in this time of great loss.

Calendar Committee Report by Silas Denny

As Jo Geary wrote in last month’s News from the Hall, the Calendar Committee is looking for new members. The retirements of both Jo and Marlen Richardson leave me as the only remaining ongoing committee member, clearly not enough to continue the success of the Hesperia Hall Community Calendar. Since no one else, thus far, has expressed an interest, it is really important for volunteers to step forward soon to ensure continued production of the calendar. If you have an interest in this project and are willing to help in recruiting sponsors, and creating and selling beautiful calendars to help raise money for the Hall, please contact me at 805-610-4409, or email me at silas@sunimages.com. I look forward to hearing from you.

In the meantime, let me remind all you photographers to save your best pictures for entry in the 2011 calendar judging. Remember, we are looking for excellent and representative images of Bryson-Hesperia life throughout all twelve months of the year, so do not wait until the spring judging to begin snapping those shutters!

Little Black Train Coming Soon to Hesperia Hall by Lois Lindley

Mark your calendars for August 28th at 7:30pm to hear some great old time and Celtic music from the new group Little Black Train. Little Black Train is an exciting new project for Central Coast  acoustic wizards John Weed (fiddle), Kenny Blackwell (mandolin), and  Stuart Mason (guitar). Named after a traditional Carter Family gospel song, the group fuses old-time Americana with Celtic and original pieces to produce a crowd-pleasing mix of "oldternative"  bluegrass music. Weed and Mason are members of the international touring Celtic band Molly's Revenge. Both have performed at festivals in China, Scotland, Ireland, and many of the United States, while Kenny tours regularly with guitarist Dorian Michael.

Trash to Treasure Contest by Kate Snell

A Trash to Treasure Contest will be part of the upcoming Hesperia Hall Quilt Show on September 18. This is just a reminder that the deadline for entries is September 7. To enter, take previously used item(s) and employ them in making either: (1) a quilt, (2) a garment, or (3) any other item sewn with needle and thread. Please contact Kate Snell at 805-472-2070 or hesperiasews@hotmail.com to receive entry forms and make arrangements for delivery.

So if you have old clothing, flour sacks, beer tabs, packaging, or other used items that you would like to sew up into a treasure, give me a call. Winners in two categories, under 18 and 18 and over, will receive $20 gift certificates.

Sunday Produce Exchange by Aurora Denny

Now is an ideal time to stop by the Hall for the Sunday Produce Exchange/Market. Summer vegetables and fruits have been making their eagerly awaited appearances, resulting in a spectacular variety of edibles. A recent market featured cucumbers, corn, apricots, basil, eggplant, sweet peppers, chilies, string beans, and the ever-coveted first tomatoes, along with an array of other foods and some spectacular artwork, both of the wearable and home decorating varieties. The market continues to expand, with new vendors offering unique products. We certainly have room for more customers and more vendors. So come down any Sunday from 11:00am until 1:00pm and check it out. Participate in the way that appeals to you, even it's just socializing with your neighbors on a lazy Sunday. Anything can happen at the Hall on Sunday morning.

Photography Class at the Hall by Silas Denny

Do you want to be a better photographer? Hesperia Hall’s rural education program provides an opportunity to hone our skills.

Silas Denny will be giving a short photography course at the Hall. This course will cover how cameras work, the differences between film and digital, composition, and putting together both the artistic and mechanical aspects of photography to get good pictures. Whether you are taking pictures to capture memories for keepsakes, recording events, or capturing the beauty of your surroundings artistically, you will learn how to analyze the scene before you take the picture so you can best position yourself and your subject, while also adjusting your camera to take full advantage of the light. You will learn to create beautiful photographs you will return to again and again.
Classes will begin at Hesperia Hall on Monday August 17 at 7:00pm and continue through September 14. There will be three Monday evening classes and two Saturday field trips. There will be a $10 per person materials fee. Please contact Silas at 805-610-4409 to register before Friday, August 14. All ages are welcome.
Fort Hunter Liggett Change of Command by Ed Buntz

On July 15, 2009, Colonel Kevin Riedler turned over the Fort Hunter Liggett leadership reins to Colonel Jim Suriano at a professional and inspiring ceremony. During the past two years, Kevin, his wife Beth, and their children, Renon, Rob, and Michaila, became a vital part of our local community. The Riedler family participated in numerous Hall events, including hosting a potluck and contributing to each quilt show, so they will be sorely missed. The Hesperia Hall membership sends them off to their next assignment on the East Coast with heartfelt appreciation for all their hard work in and around Fort Hunter Liggett. We also extend a warm welcome to Jim Suriano and his wife Marie, and extend our best wishes for a successful and enjoyable tour at the fort and within the local community.
Cooking from the Garden by Kate Snell

There is no such thing as too much eggplant! It loves the heat, which Bryson Hesperia has in abundance. Eggplant prefers heavier soils that drain well with good watering. Flea beetles can sometimes be a problem. I have used redwood or other compost as a top dressing and kept it moist at all times to discourage these pests.

There are many varieties of eggplant for many purposes, but I prefer Ichiban for most of my recipes. It can be grilled, stir fried for Thai curries, used in eggplant Parmigiana or ratatouille, fried and added to roma tomato sauce for spaghetti, etc; the uses are endless. When you have copious amounts of eggplant, use them in baba ganoush.

The first time I made baba ganoush was over 30 years ago when I was given a Turkish recipe by Raya Kahan, a Russian interpreter for refugees in Oakland. When I knew her, she was in her 70’s. As a child, she had moved from Russia after the revolution, her family eventually settling in Turkey. Her recipe used minced garlic with lots of lemon and olive oil but no tahini. Below is my version of this favorite recipe.

Raya Kahan’s Baba Ganoush

1 large Italian eggplant 

3 garlic cloves, chopped

¼+ cup tahini

Juice of 1 lemon

¼ cup olive oil

Pierce eggplant with a fork a few times before placing in oven under the broiler. Broil until skin blackens, turning 2 or 3 times. Remove eggplant from oven and, after peeling away the burnt skin, place on paper towels or in fine sieve to drain. Blend the eggplant, garlic, tahini, lemon juice and olive oil. Add salt if desired. Serve with pita bread or crackers.
What to Do in the Garden this Month by Carolyn Lingor

This month is a good time to sit back and enjoy the results of your hard work in the garden. Of course, there is always something to do. Keep water sprouts and suckers cut off of your fruit trees. Water sprouts are long, lanky limbs that shoot straight up through the middle of the tree. If left to themselves, they will make a tree within a tree and ruin the shape of your nice fruit tree. Mature fruit trees need two or three deep irrigations a month during the summer to maintain their health. Of course, trees a year old or less will need more frequent watering, but always water deeply to help them establish a healthy root system. This will help them withstand a little more drought than if you give them frequent, but shallow, irrigation.
Mature wisteria needs to be trimmed back during the summer so that it doesn’t swallow anything that is nearby, including people that stand still too long. Cut all unwanted new stems back to two buds to encourage the development of more flower spurs. Now is also a time when you can start seeds in flats or pots of cool season annuals such as calendulas, delphiniums, dianthus, pansies, snapdragons and violas. By October you’ll have a nice stock of plants to replace tired summer annuals.

Now, sit back in your hammock and enjoy perusing those seed and bulb catalogs.

Fishing with Rich by Rich Lingor

Fishing at Lake San Antonio has been fun in the early mornings. Taking advantage of the coolness of the morning has been a successful strategy for keeping cool while getting one’s fishing line wet. Our June gloom seems to be over, and it is a rare occasion to have a cloud extend the morning low-light conditions with comforting shadows or shade.

The threadfin shad minnows that make up the bulk of the forage base for most of the game fish at our local lakes spawn along the shorelines at night, and the game fish follow them. The very top of the food chain, your fun-seeking apex predator, is the angler following the big fish that follow those little minnows! Once the seasonal threadfin shad spawn cycle is over, the shad will use the shoreline less frequently. But the early morning migration theory to and from the shoreline can still be a useful strategy because the zoo-plankton and phyto-plankton that the shad feeds on tend to occupy the windblown edge in the cooler parts of the day. As the sun gets high and bright, the minnows pull back out into the deeper open water without regard for cover or structure. This diminishes the value of using the shore edge as a target and the visible feeding activity there that an alert angler can cast to. (It's the fish equivalent of a cheap hotel: flip the light on and the bugs run away.) The sun coming out also makes the bigger fish feel less secure because they are more easily seen by larger predators, and they lose their predatory advantage of superior eyesight over their prey. So as the large mouth bass, small mouth bass, and striped bass head for deeper water, and the angler still wants to play the game, making successful connection means joining the daily migration to deeper targets. However, as the rising sun takes its toll on the shoreline-feeding pattern with brighter light and rising temperatures, it also affects the comfort level of the fisherman. So rather than battle the brutal heat of the midday sun, it's time to find your own shade to have some lunch and a nice cool beverage.

The striped bass at Lake San Antonio are abundant, good-sized, hard fighters and tasty table fare. If you like to catch your own dinner, I recommend fresh fillets of striped bass. A note of conservation, though: large mouth and small mouth bass are less efficient predators than the striped bass, and they must struggle to compete for the available forage, and, as table fare, they are second rate. I recommend catch-and-release for large mouth and small mouth bass. These very special, beautiful fish need all the help they can get from the conscientious angler. Have a heart; let 'em go.

Here's to barbecued ribs, instead!

Free Event for Children by Mary Ann Reinstedt

Looking for a fun, cool event for your children in the heat of summer? Bring your children ages 6-12 to True Life Christian Fellowship's Fun Day for Children on Tuesday, August 18th, from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm. They'll enjoy Bible stories and songs, some water activities, and creativity by making a craft to share with you at home. Lunch will be provided. Remember to pack their bathing suits and towels (or appropriate clothing for getting wet, and some dry clothes to change back into). Please come early to fill out a brief information form for your child/children. For more information call Mary Ann Reinstedt at 805-472-9325.

True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Hello all! We hope that you have had a great summer and stayed cool along the way. At the time of your reading this, the youth group will have had a pizza youth night on July 21st, and a two-night campout at our home for some of the youth who have been really active in the youth group and have expressed a deep desire to grow deeper in their walk with God. We expect that these will have been good times! We had some camps like this at our home in a past year, and it was a wonderful small-group opportunity to grow closer to God and each other. We are looking forward to bringing in our new sixth graders, and we are going to miss our graduating seniors.

As of the time of writing this, we haven't planned August activities (other than the Solid Foundation "campout" we just mentioned), but call us at 805-472-9325, and we'll let you know what is scheduled. Have a great final month of summer!
The Puzzler

John P was praising his chickens at the last potluck. He reported that six of his chickens together could lay six eggs in six hours. So the Puzzler was wondering how long it would take ten of those chickens to lay fifteen eggs. Can you help? Send solutions to bwhallnews@gmail.com.
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
Jim’s original check was for $18.56. Congratulations to Reza Monajjemi, this month’s puzzle master.
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VENDOR APPLICATION FORM
Hesperia Hall Country Faire and Flea Market

October 25, 2009
11:00am – 3:00pm

Fee: $10 for outdoor space; $15 for indoor space
Display tables are available if needed. Picnic tables outside, 3’ x 7’ or smaller tables inside. Please check below as appropriate:

______INSIDE ($15)


______OUTSIDE ($10)

______table (yes/no)


______table (yes/no)

Brief description of items to be sold:  ___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  _______________________________________________________  Phone Number:  ______________________________
Mail application with fee to Janice Smith-Ramseier, 52120 Smith Road, Bradley CA 93426. Make checks payable to Hesperia Hall. For further information, please call 805-472-2268.









