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News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

August is the month we invite Monterey county officials to the Hall potluck. This year Sam Farr, our Congressional Representative (or someone from his office), Tom Shepard from the Parks Department, Supervisor Simon Salinas, David Gellis from Public Works, and Scott Miller, our new sheriff, have already agreed to attend. We hope for a big crowd. Please attend.

They will be providing us with “official updates” on what has been happening in their departments and will be happy to answer questions we present. The Board’s only request is that you submit your questions to any Board member prior to potluck night on August 19th so that we can give our guests a heads-up on just what our local concerns are. If you’d like to email ‘em in, I’ll be happy to forward. Send them to carol
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And congratulations go to this year’s scholarship recipients. We wish them luck and hope for rewarding studies during their next year. Thank you to all who attended the July potluck, honoring them and their challenging work.

All Hall members are welcome to attend monthly Board meetings. Meetings are at Hesperia Hall on the first Tuesday of each month and begin at 7:00 pm.

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

The scholarship committee would like to thank all the recipients, their families, donors, and Hall members for making the July scholarship potluck such an enjoyable evening. Gloria Wilson and Maria Comstock received their renewal awards as they continue to forge ahead in their college careers at Cuesta and Monterey Peninsula College respectively. Simon Roth and Chance McComas received first-time awards following their recent graduation from Templeton High School. Simon will be off to Cal Poly, and Chance will be heading to Cuesta. Bev Kovacs accepted the renewal award for daughter LindaKay, who will relocate from Reedley to Cuesta this fall. Dave and Cherie Landon accepted their daughter Sheena’s renewal award, as she has departed to San Diego where she will continue her academic pursuits. Rich Tomlinson and Beth Winters accepted an award for daughter Starr who is putting the finishing touches on a combined Master’s/Nurse Practitioner degree. Larry Reeves, John Michael Strejan, Robert Grant, and Alicia Gonzalez all missed the event due to job requirements, so will be sent their renewals in the mail.

In summary, we awarded fifteen scholarships for academic year 2011-2012, nine renewals and six first-time awards. It is an honor for the Hall and community to have the opportunity to support these deserving students as they work hard on achieving a college education.

We also would like to acknowledge the generous donation to the scholarship fund from Ed and Carol McComas. They are very active in supporting their grandchildren in college as well as supporting the Hall for all local students.

If you would like to support the Hall scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship Fund” on the memo line, and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. If you would like to save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any Board member at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

The Board will host the next potluck on Friday, August 19, beginning at 7:00 pm at Hesperia Hall. This is the potluck at which local officials have a chance to speak to the community and respond to questions. See “News from the Board” for information on how to submit your questions.

CERT News by Ann Brown

Your Community Emergency Response Team, or CERT, has been actively working on bylaws in order to get 501(c)3 status by the end of the year. Special thanks go to Carla Martinez and the bylaws committee for all their work. A final draft was ready for the July meeting on Tuesday, July 19.

Meetings for the near future will be on the third Tuesday of each month, a date that seems to have minimal conflict in our communities. Locations will vary to give more people opportunity to attend at least part of the time. Look for notices on the Hall bulletin board and at the Lockwood Post Office, or in this newsletter. Those interested in emergency preparedness for their families and/or the community are welcome to attend. In the event of an emergency, everyone can help in some manner with each person's job being based on his or her skills and training.

If you have questions, want information or meeting dates, please call Ann Brown at (805) 472-9664.

LUAC Report by Ed Buntz

The Monterey South County Land Use Advisory Committee (LUAC) has added some members and is now comprised of Bill Bartosh, Debbie Roberson, Katie Banister, Ed Buntz, Melissa Duflock, Will Taylor, and Carla Martinez. Meetings are scheduled for the third Wednesday of each month at Bradley School, 224 Dixie Street, Bradley, starting at 7:00 pm. Meetings are open to the public, and your attendance is encouraged. Go to the Monterey County web site to check agenda items or to learn whether the meeting for a given month has been canceled.

Fire Season is Here by Linda Nursement

As this is written, the sky to the northwest is a dirty gold color going through rose to purple, sure indication of the second fire within our line of sight in the last two days. Yesterday’s fire was alarmingly close, which is not to say that all fires at this time of year are not alarming. They surely are.

Yesterday’s fire, on July 9, occurred very near the end of our branch of Smith Road, and word came only because watchful neighbors sighted the smoke and alerted immediate neighbors before quickly calling 911. Seemingly the result of careless shooters, the fire began on uninhabited property that had a target-shooting setup.

While we are not yet at the very peak of fire season, we are in transition from the golden beginnings of summer into the brown times when we are at our driest and are therefore most vulnerable to any chance of fire. After a late-arriving summer following heavy winter rains, we have seen early high grass, followed by more rain, more growth, yet more rain, and yet more growth. This does not presage a good year for careless use of guns, vehicles, or other machinery in our grasslands, not to mention careless smokers.

Thanks to at least two 911 calls, to rapid response by Cal Fire, and to alert neighbors, the fire at the end of Smith Road did not spread to neighboring homes. Fortunately, breezes were quiet and the fire occurred early enough in the afternoon that winds had not yet picked up. Ed Buntz and Kate Snell first spotted the smoke. Ed, Earl Nursement, Kevin and Sean Steele, and Tom Walters (the usual suspects, as I understand) were first to arrive at the scene, but already the spreading fire was too much to be dealt with using shovels and muscle power alone. Volunteer Fireman Erick Reinstedt arrived shortly thereafter and ensured that the route for responding fire trucks was marked and trucks accurately directed to the site. Guided by a spotter plane, planes dropping fire retardant and a water-dropping helicopter rapidly went into action, bringing the fire under control just as it was spreading onto an adjacent property.

I am sorry to revert to my teacher role, but there is a lesson here that bears repeating and repeating. This fire was the result of a lack of awareness on the parts of the shooters who, it must be said, did have the presence of mind to call CalFire. My home was among those that could have been in immediate danger had weather conditions been slightly different, as they were, for example, only a day or days before. One need give only brief consideration to conclude that, with so much late spring growth, this is going to be a very dangerous fire season, and an intelligent mindfulness of that ever-present danger is, even more than usually, in order for all of us. Smugness in our own preparation is something none can afford. It takes only a minor lapse in judgment or happenstance to set off a potentially devastating fire.

I understand that our immediate area has not burned in many years, so a big one is almost inevitable. — Almost inevitable, neighbors, but not inevitable.

Naturalist Notebook: Down in the Lone Star by Charles Ewing

Why go to Southeast Texas in June? I mean, Southeast Texas is really hot and humid in June. Well, the 2011 National Senior Games were held in Houston. My wife, Liz Cecci, had qualified for two running events, and so we went. We spent ten days in the Lone Star State, from June 17 through the 26th. Houston is a very big city, so our naturalist activities were limited to its urban parks and its natural history museum. The parks provided us tree-shaded refuge from all the noise and hustle and bustle of the city.

The average daytime temperature in Houston was 96 degrees with 80% humidity, and it didn’t cool off much overnight. Being outside was like being in a sweat lodge. Being inside was like being in a refrigerator with a constant flow of cold air blowing on us; we had to put on overshirts when inside. The contrast was disconcerting and probably not healthy. Huge compressor-coolers are everywhere and suck up huge amounts of energy. They make life livable in Houston. Ironically, both onshore and offshore oil are king in Southeast Texas, so as long as the crude holds out, they can generate electricity to run their coolers.

Liz’s two events were scheduled a week apart, so after her first race, we decided to head to Galveston and the Gulf of Mexico to cool off and do some birding. Cool off? No. It was just as hot in Galveston. Our only respite was a steady, 25-knot wind blowing in from the gulf. Red-flag warnings were up for dangerous surf conditions, but the waves weren’t big, just rough and churning. I quickly plunged into the gulf to cool off in the 80-degree F. water. That was a startling contrast to the icy, 50-degree water of our Cayucos Beach haunt. All the churning made body surfing impossible; it was like being sloshed around in a big washing machine. The strong wind reminded us of the hurricanes that frequent this coast. We saw a lot of damage left over from 2008’s Hurricane Ike.

We did do some birding. Thousands of Laughing Gulls dominated the shore and wheeled about in the wind. Their humorous calls fit their name. Great-tailed Grackles were also numerous and fought the gulls for handouts on the beach. Our only real naturalist day was a 50-mile drive down the Bolivar Peninsula to the Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. There we saw many birds adapted to a bayou habitat. The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher went on my “life list.” We also saw a beady-eyed gator checking us out as we explored the shallows, and we surprised an African-American family who had just caught a big and fearsome-looking fish called an Alligator Gar.

2011 National Senior Games in Houston In June, our neighbor Liz Cecci (on center podium, right) and husband Charles Ewing traveled to Houston, Texas, where Liz competed in the 2011 National Senior Games. Liz ran in the 1500 meter run, which was held on an oval track, and the 5000-meter road race, which was run around the paved areas of a large sports complex called Reliant Park. In the 60 to 64 age group, Liz won the silver medal in the 1500-meter run and the gold medal in the 5000-meter road race. Hesperia Hall is extremely proud of this talented athlete.

Country Gardens: Miracles and Possibilities by Daphne Denny

First of all, I want to thank all of you who have sent out love, prayers, healing energy, and kind thoughts for my family in the past three months. We appreciate it, and it has been invaluable to us. For those of you who don’t know, my husband, Larry Denny, had a hemorrhagic stroke on May 1. For nearly two weeks his condition was extremely serious and at one point his doctor told us he had “a day, maybe two” to live. But miracles do happen! He is alive today, and he now feels very few ill effects from the stroke. If any of you want to hear about this amazing miracle, call me. I will be happy to tell you all about it.

Second, I’m supposed to write about gardening here, and all gardens are miraculous every day, but in ways that we expect, so they often don’t seem quite so spectacular. I’ve come to see the world we live in as being a very thin ribbon-like pathway that winds around among bubbles of possibilities, and I think we are constantly stepping off into any bubble that strikes our fancy at the moment, sometimes into two or three or more bubbles at the same time. Most of the rules that we think we know don’t work quite the same way in each of the bubbles, and they don’t work the same way for each of us, and the bubbles are always in a state of flux, so sometimes things that happen seem miraculous, and sometimes they don’t. It’s a wonder we can keep our balance.

Right now, the bubble of possibility for planting a winter garden is rapidly approaching, looming up beside us. I’ve been here before, or someplace like it, and I really like this bubble. When I’m planting a winter garden, I’m sweating in the heat of August, but I’m thinking about eating warm soup on a cold January night.

I plant the root vegetables first — carrots, beets, parsnips, turnips, rutabagas, and sometimes Hamburg parsley — because they take time to develop their roots. I usually aim to have them planted by the first week in August. Then I go on to the leafy vegetables. I plant chard, kale, regular cabbage, and Chinese Napa cabbage, bok choy and other Oriental greens, and broccoli, and cauliflower. Some herbs that do well in the winter garden are parsley, cilantro, and chervil. I try to have all these in the ground by the middle of August.

Timing is one of those rules that don’t work the same for everybody. If you’re a bit later than this, don’t worry about it. Plant anyway, because maybe your bubble of possibility is in a time warp, or a warm spot, or Eden, where plants grow faster and better. You never know what miracles can happen until they do. Good soil and enough water, however, are pretty reliable rules for most garden plants. Most of these winter vegetables require plenty of nitrogen, so I build good, rich beds for them with lots of compost. And since I’m planting in hot, dry August, I make sure the top inch or two of soil stays wet until the seeds sprout and their roots get down into damper ground.

That’s all there is to it. The possibility of miracles is at every turn. Here is one of my favorite quotes from A Course in Miracles: “Miracles occur naturally as expressions of love. The real miracle is the love that inspires them. In this sense everything that comes from love is a miracle.”

Enjoy it all, with much love!

Portraits of Home by Rupert Lyle

We may be a small community buried in the hills of the Santa Lucias, but in some respects we boast a diversity of which many towns could be proud. Who would have thought that amongst our neighbors we have a lady from Ecuador who won a scholarship to Rutgers and met her husband at a Greek dance in San Jose? Read on as Hall News (HN) speaks with our neighbor Esthela Comstock.

HN: Tell us a little about your family and where and how you grew up.
Esthela: I grew up in Santo Domingo, Equador, the middle of three children. Santo Domingo is a city of around 600,000 people situated half way between the coast and the capital, Quito, which is high in the Andes. My older sister still lives in Equador and my brother lives in Idaho. My father was a big cattle trader, and I went to private Catholic schools. I studied architecture for two years at the University of Quito and also attended language school where I took a Bachelor of Science degree in English and Italian. This allowed me to win a scholarship to Rutgers University in New Jersey where I studied English for writers. Family matters required that I return to Equador where I worked for two years at the Air Force Headquarters as a secretary and translator. I have always loved to travel, so when I had a chance to go to California with friends I took it. I worked at a Jack-in-the-Box in San Jose while studying computer science for two years, and it was during this time that I met Robert at a Greek dance. We were married in November ‘91.
HN: What brought you to Bryson-Hesperia and when?
Esthela: We got to know the area a little while visiting the lakes. We bought our property in ‘98 at a land auction in Monterey and initially used it as a picnic spot and a place to visit. We had moved from San Jose to Soledad and gradually developed the place with a well, a driveway, and plantings. We built our house in ‘05 and moved here in May, 2006.
HN: How do you spend your time here?
Esthela: I work for a company based in Morgan Hill that manufactures integrated circuits for microprocessor chips. I am the office manager and have been with the same company for twenty-one years. I am incredibly lucky to be able to work from home with only weekly visits to the main office. As office manager, I take care of all finances and accounting as well as ordering raw materials. Much of our business is with the Far East, China, Malaysia, and Singapore. Other than work, living out here with three kids involves a lot of driving, and I love to cook and bake. My main relaxation is my orchard, started in ‘98. I grow pears, apples, citrus, pomegranates, figs, peaches, and apricots. Robert and I also love to travel. Our house is decorated with plates from all the places we’ve visited.
HN: What aspect of your work do you enjoy most?
Esthela: I have always been in office work, and the part I enjoy most is the interaction with other office managers. Many that I used to work with have been laid off, sadly, in the current recession, but there are some friends that I have been in touch with for twenty years. Almost always our point of contact is by phone or email, but it’s nonetheless real for that. I feel good to be able to contribute to the economy of the company and this country.
HN: Tell us about your family now.
Esthela: I am very proud of my husband, Robert. Together we have accomplished so much and enriched each other. He is a Navy Chief in the Reserves, and in civilian life is a parole agent based in Atascadero. We have three children, Maria, who is at Monterey Peninsula College and hopes to go on to study theater at UCLA; Eileen, who is a senior at Paso Robles High School and is a talented artist; and Bobby, a sophomore at Paso who pines for an ice rink and a hockey stick.
HN: What do you like best about life here?
Esthela: The tranquility. And that this is such a great environment for kids, away from gangs and surrounded by other families that they are safe to spend time with. I love the weather here. I can wear shorts in the middle of winter and can grow practically anything. Most of all, we have found the people here to be so welcoming. They embraced us with open arms when we moved here.
HN: Do you have a favorite memory of the area?
Esthela: Three or four years ago there was a huge winter storm. The winds must have been 100 miles per hour! We had built a small storage shed beside the house, and one gust sheared off the roof and sent it spinning into the treetops. I had never experienced such strong winds.
HN: Have you noticed any changes in the area in the time you’ve been here?
Esthela: I think more families have moved here, and of course there are a few more homes.
HN: How do you see things changing here over the next twenty-five years?
Esthela: As well as more families there are more retired people moving in. With the internet and other improvements, distances are getting shorter and the area is no longer as remote as it must have once seemed. All of us new folks who have moved here like it so much that we inevitably encourage others to follow suit. A very special part of life here is the community spirit and all the activities that take place around the Hall, and I really hope that they continue and strengthen. I would like to see continued improvement in internet access. This would be good for all ages and allow continued education for everyone.
HN: Is there anything you’d like to add?
Esthela: Just to say that I feel so honored and fortunate to be a part of this community.
HN: Thank you, Esthela.
True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

July began for the Youth Group with a wonderful evening of watching The Wizard of Oz on the big screen at church. (Thanks, Carla Martinez, for providing popcorn, candy bars, and a soda for each of us!) We followed the movie with sitting around and talking about how, like Dorothy and her companions, we are all looking for something, and how, if we aren't careful, the places where we seek answers for what we need or want may initially seem good and satisfying, but, when reached, we discover that those paths actually lead to a hollow, unsatisfying place, or one that requires "one more thing" to fulfill us. It was a special evening and a great start to the month. By the time you read this, we should have met at the Lockwood Community Center on July 21 for a work morning to help ready the Center for its Heritage Days celebration, and also joined True Life Christian Fellowship at its annual Star Farms potluck on July 24.

Hopefully, as you read this, our reprint and expansion of Treasures Under the Oaks will be into its last stages of production. We hope to have it available early fall, so please keep it in mind for Christmas gifts! It will be 208 pages and will include the entire first book from 1999 plus 80 new pages of photos, history, and lots of outdoor cooking recipes, tips, and sides. If you didn't sponsor any copies to help the youth group cover its cost of $5/book for printing and want to do so, please contact us at (805) 472-9325. We still may be able to get your name in the book, or you can help even without your name being included.

As always, thanks to all who support the youth group with prayers, time, money, and love; it is priceless to invest in a youth's life. All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome to participate in youth group. Feel free to call us for details.

The Puzzler Summertime and the Puzzler is lazy, minds are drifting, and responses are few. There were actually two correct solutions to last month’s Puzzler, from Don U and Ed B. Nonetheless, I have decided to hold it over for another month, but with an additional clue.

Recall that the sequence given was 1, 11, 21, 1211, 111221,…, so the next term is 312211, and this is called the “look-say” sequence. It was invented by John Conway of Princeton University who proved several interesting facts about it. For example, only the digits 1, 2, and 3 can turn up. Take a look and say what you see. Find the next two numbers in the sequence.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

All Hall members are welcome to attend monthly Hesperia Hall Foundation Board meetings. Meetings are at Hesperia Hall on the first Tuesday of each month and begin at 7:00 pm, with the next one taking place on September 6. 
August Calendar Highlights

1
Yoga 6:30pm

2
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

3
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

4
Line Dancing classes 7pm

7
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

8
Yoga 6:30pm

11
Line Dancing classes 7pm

14
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

15
Yoga 6:30pm

17
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm


LUAC at Bradley School 7pm

18
Line Dancing classes 7pm

19
Potluck 7pm

21
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

22
Yoga 6:30pm

25
Line Dancing classes 7pm

28
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

29
Yoga 6:30pm

Sept 1
Line Dancing classes 7pm

4
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

5
Labor Day


Yoga 6:30pm

6
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

7
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

8
Line Dancing classes 7pm

2011 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Carol Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley
Directors – Jim Brand, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters
Membership – Carla Martinez
Hall Scheduling– Janice Smith-Ramseier
Maintenance – David Villegas
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carla Martinez, 76346 Hesperia Rd, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local community organization.

Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $50 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter featuring various news and instructional articles of interest to those living in the Bryson-Hesperia community, along with advertisements from local vendors and services. The editorial views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

