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News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

Wow, it’s December already! The days are short, and guess who’s coming to town? I can’t imagine how we’ll enjoy more events at the Hall in 2012 than we’ve done this year, but with your help….

I know you enjoyed our Thanksgiving potluck. Special thanks go to Janice, Lois, and Carla for cooking three delicious turkeys. Couldn’t pick a winner, but we tried all three just in case. And thanks to all of you for again providing the classic accouterments to accompany the birds. The evening provided one tasty treat after another.

So are you ready for our Christmas potluck extravaganza? Winterland decorations will be provided by the Steele family and, of course, there will be lots more good food. Santa might be making an appearance, so be sure to let one of the Board members know how many of your “young ‘uns” will be there to receive a gift so we can pass that information on to the elves.

Usually our general membership meeting and elections for the Hall Board are held at our November potluck. However, this year they will be held at 6:45 pm just before the Hall’s December potluck supper. If you’d like to be part of this meeting, please do join us and help elect next year's Board.

Please note that we have new doors at the Hall. Right before he departed for Arizona, Patrick Came earned a giant thanks for volunteering to spend a long hot weekend installing, along with their jambs and thresholds, two new exterior doors at the Hall. He also painted them. We thank him, and Rupert Lyle and Mike Decristoforo, who installed rain gutters to protect the new doors.

Board meetings take place at the Hall the first Tuesday of each month starting at 7:00 pm. All Hall members are welcome to attend.

Happy New Year to all, and thanks for your continued community participation and support.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Annual Meeting and monthly potluck dinner will take place on December 16, with the meeting and elections for the 2012 Hall Board beginning at 6:45 pm. The Christmas potluck, once again hosted by the Steele family, will begin at 7:00 pm. Expect, along with good food, good cheer, and Hesperia Hall Resplendent, a visit from Santa himself.

A Quilt Presentation and a Whiskey Picnic

November’s Thanksgiving potluck was also the culmination of Hesperia Hall’s 2011 Scholarship Fund raffle quilt fundraiser as Hall president Carol Kenyon presented the queen-size Ocean Waves quilt to winner Anita McKean, who came with her husband Ed to accept her prize. During and after supper, attendees enjoyed the music of the band Whiskey Picnic, which continued to play for a small but appreciative crowd until 10:00 pm and beyond. Pictured, left to right, band members are Shorty (electric guitar), Big Jay (harmonica), Ray (acoustic bass), Jeff (acoustic guitar), and Jack McKeen (acoustic guitar and vocals).

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee would like to thank Janet Hardcastle for her third donation this year, which was given as a birthday gift to a family member. We also express our appreciation to Bill and Ann Jones and to Ed and Carol McComas for their second donations this year. Kudos to Tom Walters for splitting bags of wonderful redwood kindling that were sold at the Country Faire, with proceeds going for scholarships. More bags are available, so call Tom at (805) 472-2884 if you want to keep warm and help local students.

Reminder that the tax year is ending on December 31, so if you would like to support the Hall scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship Fund” on the memo line and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. If you would like to save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any Board member at a potluck or Hall event.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Elves Need to Know by Cherie Landon

We anticipate Santa’s accustomed annual appearance at the Hall’s Christmas potluck on December 16 and expect that he, once again, will have gifts for the young people who want to come up and greet him. His elves need to know how many children to expect and their ages, so if you have kids who will be sitting on Santa’s lap, please let his local contact person, Cherie Landon, know by calling her at (805) 975-7604.

Also, Santa’s helpers request donations for the Hall’s Santa fund. If you wish to make a donation, please give your money or check to Cherie Landon, Ann Brown, or Lois Lindley. The Hall will thank you, and Santa will know who has been good this year.

New Tradition at Hesperia Hall by Daphne Denny

Last New Year’s Eve, we were very fortunate to have Adam and Rotem Gilbert come to the Hall and present a concert of Medieval and Renaissance music on recorders, shawms, and bagpipes. This year they have agreed to come again on Saturday, December 31, and present a similar concert, and this time they will also be accompanied by a harpsichordist and a percussionist. The Gilberts are professors with the Early Music Program at USC and are the directors of “Ciaramella,” an ensemble that specializes in Medieval and Early Renaissance music. If you heard them last year, I'm sure you will agree with me that they are amazing virtuosi on their instruments.

The Hall will be open to New Year’s Eve celebrants at 7:00 pm, and the musicians will begin their concert for us at 8:00 pm. The music will probably stop before midnight, but everyone who wishes to do so is welcome to stay and watch the New Year come in. There will be an array of delightful food and drink, but please feel free to bring your own favorites for the table. This promises to be a very special evening.

Annual Hall Foundation Meeting

Usually, the annual membership meeting of the Hesperia Hall Foundation is held prior to our Thanksgiving potluck, but this year is an exception. Instead, the meeting will take place at 6:45 pm on the evening of December 16 at our typically well-attended Christmas potluck. The annual financial report will be available, and balloting for members of the 2012 Board of Directors will take place.

Benefit Concert

On the chilly evening of November 12, Charles Ewing presented a concert of talented local musicians at Hesperia Hall with all donations going to the Hall Preservation Fund. Performing were guitarist and vocalist Charles Ewing, Aurora Denny playing Paraguayan harp, and Rachel Denny, singer-songwriter on guitar. Charles also played in duo with Aurora and Rachel. After intermission, Margaret Hontos, accomplished harpist from the Santa Barbara City College music faculty, performed, as did violinist Kirsten Spencer. Melita and cellist Daphne Denny joined Ms. Spencer in performing their “Joy Trio.”

Hall Calendars Selling Fast by Jo Geary

I hope everyone is well and happily anticipating the up-coming festivities. I'm sure most of you have your plans and gift buying well in hand by now, but here's a reminder for those who haven't. The Hall calendar has, once again, been a hot item on peoples' gift lists. So much so that, as of writing this, there are only forty-seven calendars left for purchase. These will be available at the December potluck and at the farmers market each Sunday. If you are unable to get to the Hall to purchase one, please call Jo, (805) 472-0429.

Seasons Greetings to all.

SMCERTA Report by Carla Martinez

It’s been a very busy two months, and we are very proud of our first Community Emergency Response Team, or CERT, graduating class. Congratulations go out to Jack and Lois Lindley, Ron and Barbara Sanchez, Jim and Linda Beard, Barb O’Connor, Janice Smith-Ramseier, Carl Evans, John and Grace Foster, and Maggie Nalley. As instructors, it was very rewarding to teach such dedicated students who persevered with our first attempt at teaching this material.

Our Drill Simulation on Saturday, November 19th, went very smoothly, and everyone performed extremely well. We want to thank Erick, Mary Ann, Bethany, and Abigail Reinstedt, John Greathouse, Robert Comstock, Jr., and Ty Martinez who volunteered for the drill as our “victims.” Their performances added tremendously to make our simulation as realistic as possible. Dependable Fire Prevention of Atascadero was also on hand to provide equipment for the fire extinguisher exercise as well as free inspection of personal fire extinguishers. They also donated two fire extinguishers for CERT to use in our next class.

We also want to thank San Antonio Union School for use of their facility for the drill as well as the Lockwood Community Center and Hesperia Hall for providing locations for us to hold our weekly classes. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Without the support of our communities and our neighbors, this course would have been a lot more challenging to provide. We plan to hold another round of classes in spring 2012 and welcome everyone to sign up.

Our next SMCERTA meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 20, 2011, at 7:00 pm at Hesperia Hall. We are finalizing our application for non-profit, public charity status with the IRS and continue to identify the needs of our community. Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting and participate in our discussions.

Thanks again for all the community support and again CONGRATULATIONS to our graduates!

Mission Preservation Campaign by Rupert Lyle

Like all public buildings in California, Mission San Antonio must be earthquake retrofitted in the next few years in order to remain open. Neither Monterey County nor the State, both of which have jurisdiction, have set a date, but neighboring San Luis Obispo County has decreed that this must be done by 2017. The stark truth is that, unless this is achieved over the next few years, the mission will be closed to everyone, visitors and parishioners alike, and will almost certainly fall into ruin as a result.

In order to complete the retrofit, something in the region of $12 million needs to be raised. The Campaign for the Preservation of Mission San Antonio is a non-religious 501(c)3 that has been formed for this purpose, and several Bryson-Hesperia locals are on its board. These include Joan Steele, the Mission's administrator, Ann Brown, Carol Kenyon, and Rupert Lyle. Other members of the nine-person board are from the Salinas Valley and the Monterey Peninsula. The web site preservemissionsanantonio.org has a nine-minute video and various documents posted, and informational packets are available from any of the board members.

Funds raised so far have gone towards the creation of an Historical Structures Report and the start of the discovery phase of work that will establish in detail what work needs to be done, and create documents that will be used to solicit bids. Basically, earthquake retrofitting consists of tying (usually with steel or carbon rods) the roof diaphragm through the walls to the foundation in order to resist lateral forces induced by seismic action.

Clearly this is a huge task, but the alternative is unthinkable. The missions have been referred to as California's pyramids, and San Antonio more than any other retains its original setting and ambiance. Because of this, it is the only one that would be instantly recognizable to its founders. It is tragic that a site of such cultural, architectural, archeological, artistic, and religious significance should be at risk of being lost, but that is the situation in which we find ourselves.

Inquiries may be made by calling the mission at (831) 385-4478.

Update from Hesperia Hall Thespian Society by Gloria Wilson

The Hesperia Hall Thespian Society has had to postpone our performance of “The Sunshine Boys.” We have tentatively rescheduled our performance dates for Memorial Day weekend of 2012.

We are extremely thankful to local actor Dave Phillips for joining the cast of “The Sunshine Boys” and filling the vital role of Al. If you are interested in getting involved with the Thespian Society in any way, contact us at (805) 286-2545.

Yellow Star Thistle Control Planning by SMCRC by Susan Raycraft

The Southern Monterey County Rural Coalition (SMCRC) continues gathering momentum for its first project, controlling Yellow Star Thistle (YST) which has spread across our rural area over the past decade. SMCRC’s stated mission is to “protect our rural lifestyle by facilitating communication and education within the community and with government/public agencies.”

Local landowners, Monterey County, and the military at Fort Hunter Liggett are all dealing with the spread of this invasive weed on roadways, army training grounds, and private land. We believe improving and coordinating these efforts into a unified and more powerful approach is an obvious “idea whose time has come.”

At a recent meeting, the group agreed that the overall goal of the project is “To eradicate and control recurrence of YST in the San Antonio Valley area” by facilitating a cooperative effort among stakeholders (land owners, military, and county) by employing appropriate short-term and long-term activities.

Because education is an important first step in controlling the spread of YST, a complete information sheet for landowners will soon be available. It will list the available options for controlling YST in different local habitats and include the appropriate timing for eradication actions.

SMCRC’s next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 7, at 5:00 pm at St. Luke’s Guild Hall in Jolon. At each meeting, new ideas are shared and our efforts become more effective. We hope you’ll come and join your neighbors in this important work.

Lockwood News: Oil Lease/Drilling Update by Susan Raycraft

Most readers have probably heard that Venoco has discontinued its efforts to use chemical injection fracturing in the Monterey Shale in our area. Venoco withdrew its applications to lease nine new wells, approval of which had been appealed by community groups and individuals. Its action suggests that harvestable quantities of natural gas and oil are just not in this shale formation. It seems clear that citizen involvement, such as the work done by the HOLD group, influenced decision makers; it certainly helped educate them about chemical fracking, which Monterey County officials have publically acknowledged.

Regarding BLM leasing in Monterey County, BLM staff also believes that even with chemical fracking, the Monterey Shale in northern California will likely not produce an economically viable gas quantity.

The "San Ardo" type of drilling (shallow sand-tar based field) is not a part of the fracking debate. It has a long history of not impacting aquifers and uses steam to help extraction. Chevron has an approval to pipeline their product from San Ardo to a refinery in the central valley but have not built this pipeline, probably because production can be handled by trucking. The very visible new well on the Salinas River just south of the US101 exit at Jolon Road belongs to Chevron; activity there seems to have halted, and cleanup of the site may have begun.

Monitoring the development of oil and gas in Monterey County will continue, and the County will be encouraged to update its regulations of new technologies in oil and gas extraction. Locals concerned about the future of chemical fracking in California can find an abundance of information online, both pro and con, on the issue. Participants in the local efforts of the past year will meet after the holidays to discuss plans for the future. If you are interested in participating in such a discussion, email SuRay at rayfill@inreach.com.
Cooking from the Garden: Winter Squash by Kate Snell

It’s winter squash time again now that the summer crops have died away in the vegetable garden. Below is a recipe to serve at the holidays or any other time this winter. I prefer to use butternut squash due to its great taste and easy peeling, although any favorite squash will do.

Brussels Sprouts with Winter Squash and Pecans

2 cups cubed winter squash

2 cups Brussels sprouts sliced in half

1 cup pecans

15-30 sage leaves

2 Tbsps. brown sugar

~3 Tbsps. olive oil

Heat oven to 400 degrees. Place all ingredients into roasting pan and toss to coat everything with olive oil and sugar. The ingredients should cover the bottom of pan in one even layer. If the vegetables are piled too high, things tend to steam and get mushy. Put pan in oven and roast for 30-40 minutes, stirring once or twice for more even browning. Remove from the oven and serve.

Naturalist Notebook: Friends or Foes? by Charles Ewing

I’ve had several requests to write about Yellow Star Thistle (Centaurea solsitalis), but since I’m not an expert on this invasive weed, I’d like to offer my general perspective on non-native plants and animals that have been introduced to our community.

It should be no surprise that when Europeans and Asians came to California, they brought a flood of new plants and animals with them. Plant genealogists posit that Yellow Star Thistle is native to Mediterranean Europe but has expanded its range all the way to the Russian Steppes. Star thistle seed was inadvertently carried from Europe via ship to South America in the 1800s and then to North America in 1869 via a shipment of alfalfa seed from Chile to Oakland, California. Like the annual Mediterranean grasses, once a viable population was established, our climate and landscape offered this very invasive plant the perfect conditions to expand its range. Today Yellow Star Thistle is estimated to inhabit ten million acres in California, and it is well established in several other western States.

As this article’s title alludes, people have different opinions as to whether an introduced species is friend or foe. The rancher who charges an urbanite $500 to shoot a feral pig on his land likes those pigs. The rancher whose ready-to-harvest field of barley is torn up by those same feral pigs hates the critters. The beekeeper loves star thistle because it’s a wonderful nectar plant and makes fine honey. The person who raises horses on open pasture forage hates star thistle because it’s toxic to his animals. That scenario can be exampled for dozens of introduced species.

The movement of people and products around the Earth is continually increasing, and non-native species that tag along are continually deposited in new places. To get a perspective on the magnitude of this movement, think of all the people and products zipping around the world in jetliners. Or go to Terminal Island in the Los Angeles Harbor and observe the thousands of ship-containers being unloaded and trucked to every corner of the United States. Those containers hold every kind of product imaginable, and there will always be some containers that also hold unwanted species. We need to understand and accept the fact that we humans are the causal factor.

So consider this: Let’s just stop moving everything around the Earth, and let’s stop meddling with the things we’ve already moved. Then let’s get into a time machine and fast-forward a hundred thousand years and see how things shake out.

Fishing with Rich by Rich Lingor

December's chilly influence in our neck of the woods and on local fishing holes tends to be a mixture of comfortably temperate to brutally punishing weather. Our local fisheries are home to several warm water species. Good news about this diversity is that the different types of fish react independently to temperature changes. Comfort zones can be slightly different. When one species stops feeding or becomes inactive, other breeds may still be in the mood to play.

Long days of sunshine combined with warm nights build up throughout the summer to create a layer of warmth on the water's surface. Too much warm water can send fish deeper or looking for shade until fall's cooler, shorter days and longer nights make the surface temperature comfortable. October's cooler seasonal influences awakened vast areas. Fishing consistently improved, but cooler days and nights accumulate. Warm surface water continues to cool and mix with the warmer layer beneath the upper surface. With enough cold weather, the cold upper layer can become dense and sink through the warm layer. The layers of cold and warm water "turning over" can scramble the preferred depth zones of temperature, dissolved oxygen, and even pH. Until the layers resettle, the fishing puzzle can seem impossible to solve.

The good news is that the sudden change of habitability tends to happen to different parts of the lake at different times because of the varying topography. Some areas might have more protection from icy wind or have more exposure to sunshine. An additional variable can be current from running water or draw-downs to accommodate anticipated seasonal storm runoff. Dropping the overall water level will force the fish to relocate. Fish are forced to abandon the cover of flooded brush and water weeds that held them in the warmer months. Some of the fish will suspend in open water, while others will relocate to hard structures of rock or more dramatic changes in topography like points, channels, depressions, humps, or cliffs. Once they have settled into their winter homes, their locations tend to be predictable or dependable, narrowing the search. The challenge to the angler becomes coaxing fish to cooperate. Warm water species may require more coaxing in winter; cold water slows the metabolism and activity levels of warm water species.

As morning frost conditions become the prevailing pattern, afternoon fishing can be the best strategy. Sometimes a warm, sunny day can perk up the activity as the water temperature creeps up in the second half of the day. Areas with more suspended particulates can absorb more sunshine, and areas that face the southern sky can hold slightly warmer water. Portions of the lake that are in the shadow from large hills for most of the day are likely to hold cooler water. Mountain shadows are more exaggerated by the lower arch of the wintertime sun. 

Consider the variables affecting water temperatures and be closer to solving the day's piscatorial puzzle. Some of our winter days will be just right to go fishing.

Tight lines!

Country Faire 2011

Now that we are deep into the holiday season, our main autumn event, the Country Faire, seems like a distant memory. The Halloween Eve fair was another Hall success, with record quilt raffle sales, numerous happy vendors, and a steady, day-long stream of visitors. Nick Brittan provided musical entertainment to an appreciative crowd. The San Antonio eighth-grade food team dished up delicious fare including prize-worthy homemade tamales, and the Country Kitchen’s dessert table was a popular stop.

True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Merry Christmas everyone! We hope that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving. It has been a wonderful first half of the school year with over twenty-five youth at most youth group nights. What a blessed time we have been having of laughing, visiting, playing some games (courtesy of Nichole Landon), and talking about God and His written Word. It is truly joyous to see so many youth, in a day and age when the pulls on their lives are so strong and often destructive, turning their hearts to God and seeking to build their lives on His foundation.

By the time you read this, we will have drawn the two winning tickets for the Christmas trees donated by Beards as a fundraiser for Hume Lake (thanks Jim and Linda), and we are excitedly looking forward to our January high school, and February middle school Hume Lake trips. We will be very blessed this year by the boost we have been given with More Treasures Under the Oaks sales. Thanks, so much, to all who have helped along the way and seeded into the lives of these youth with support, prayers, and love.

All youth, grades 6–12, are welcome. Please call us at (805) 472-9325 for details.

More Treasures Under the Oaks

What a wonderful reception More Treasures Under the Oaks has been given! We are really excited to have so many people share such favorable responses to it. We have had people who have read it cover to cover, people who have sat with their long-time resident neighbors and gone through it together for hours, and people who have bought one copy and, after looking at it, come back and bought more for gifts. At 224 pages with 259 recipes and over 100 photographs and a requested donation of only $12, it is a wonderful gift for Christmas. All of the proceeds from the book go to the youth group, which makes getting copies of it an added bonus. Even people who don't live locally will be blessed by the amazing recipes and the extensive section on outdoor cooking; men have praised the book as much as women.

Thanks so much to everyone who helped this book along the way by sponsoring copies, contributing recipes and photographs, encouraging us, and praying for it. You can get it locally at Bee Rock Store, Lockwood Store, Pleyto Store, at True Life Christian Fellowship on Sunday mornings from 9:15–11:15 am, via the web and PayPal at www
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HYPERLINK ""org, or you can call us if you live locally.

SAN ANTONIO SCHOOL

OCTOBER 2011 STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Outstanding Effort:
Josh Riley – 2nd/3rd Grade
Character Trait Award:
Victoria Villegas – 6th Grade
The Puzzler

The Puzzler was talking to Ron and Sue Fisher about their orchard, and they mentioned that they had five rows of four trees. “Sounds like 20 trees to me,” I remarked, but Sue corrected me saying that Ron had actually done it with only 10 trees. How did he do it?

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER

Judy D, John K, Pat T, Catherine C, and Kirsten S all replied with the correct answer of 3 pounds for the puppy’s weight. There are several ways to do it, but basically (3/4)w + 3/4 = w. Nice work, you five.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, 

email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

NOTE TO ADVERTISERS: All advertisers are reminded that they need to renew payments for placing their ads in News from the Hall. Ad payments are for placing ads to appear in eleven issues of this newsletter. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA 93426.
December Calendar Highlights

1
Line Dancing classes 7pm

4
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

5
Yoga 5:30pm

6
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

7
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm


SMCRC 5pm at St. Luke’s

8
Line Dancing classes 7pm

11
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

12
Yoga 5:30pm

15
Line Dancing classes 7pm

16
Hall Annual Meeting 6:45pm

Christmas Potluck 7pm

18
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

19
Yoga 5:30pm

20
SMCERTA 7pm

21
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

22
Line Dancing classes 7pm

25
Christmas

26
Yoga 5:30pm

29
Line Dancing classes 7pm

31
New Year’s Eve – Celebration and Music at the Hall – 7pm

Jan 1
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

2
Yoga 5:30pm

3
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

4
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

2010 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley
Directors – Jim Brand, Ann Brown, Carol Kenyon, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters
Membership/Hall Scheduling– Ann Brown
Maintenance – David Villegas
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Ann Brown, 2280 Sapaque Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local community organization.

Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $50 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter featuring various news and instructional articles of interest to those living in the Bryson-Hesperia community, along with advertisements from local vendors and services. The editorial views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

