Note from the Editors

As in-coming editors of News from the Hall, we would like to thank Jane Miller, and Erick and Mary Ann Reinstedt for their outstanding service in editing and producing the newsletter. We are very grateful indeed for their well wishes and, most particularly, for their help in passing their responsibilities on to us. They have done their best to make the transition as easy for us as possible. And, they have set a very high standard, which we will strive to meet.

The appearance of the newsletter has evolved over the years, and, as you can see, that evolution continues as we begin our tenure. We ask for your patience as we take over these duties and develop some comfort level in continuing publication of News from the Hall. The newsletter will continue with eleven issues a year .If you would like to submit articles, email us at:

Joanne Norlin, www.jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com
Barbara Walters, www.bwhallnews@gmail.com
News from the Board by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Happy New Year to our Hesperia Hall Community residents. As most of you know, Jim and Kay Brand retired from the Board at year’s end. The Board welcomes David Villegas as our new Board Member. Thank you, Jim and Kay, for all your contributions!

The new year will see a change in our Hesperia Hall Newsletter! Jane Miller has retired as editor, and Joanne Norlin and Barbara Walters will be co-editors. They also have agreed to prepare monthly issues, which will give Erick and Mary Ann Reinstedt a well-deserved respite from typesetting responsibilities. The Reinstedts have performed this service for the hall for approximately twelve years and have seen five different editors come and go. Our deepest gratitude goes to Jane for being our editor for the past two years, and to Erick and Mary Ann for the hours and hours spent typesetting. They have made our newsletter something of which we all can to very proud.
Our appreciation continues to those of you who contribute articles and to Jo Geary for her ongoing contributions as well for putting out some of the first Hesperia Hall Newsletters. All of you have made our publication something in which we take great pride. We encourage and need your continuing support. A big “Thank You” to Joanne and Barbara for taking on these duties.
The Board decided to make window repair or replacement our Project of the Year. Our options are being explored and bids solicited. In their present state of disrepair, the windows are becoming a hazard. Board Members welcome your input.

We still need hosts for some potlucks. Please talk to me or any board member if you can help.

Our Board Meetings are always open to members. The next meeting will be February 18, 2009, 7:00 p.m., at the home of Janice Smith-Ramseier.

Thanks to everyone for your assistance and support of our Grand Old Hall. May it always be a place blessed with worthwhile events and special memories! See you at the potlucks!

February Potluck and Concert by Ed Buntz

Come on down to the Hall for the February 20th potluck. Sol Rudnick will present a Heritage Series Concert featuring members of the Denny family. The potluck will begin at the usual time of 7:00 PM, with the concert to commence at approximately 8:00 PM. A cozy winter evening at the Hall with beautiful music, good food and friendly neighbors sounds just about right!
Upcoming April Chicken BBQ by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Our annual Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Sale is coming up fast. The date is Sunday, April 26, 2009. Mark your calendars, and come prepared for great tasting chicken, salad, beans, garlic bread and desserts! In addition, it's a great time to visit with neighbors or make new friends. There are bargains galore at our White Elephant Sale. Proceeds from the event help fund Hall education programs, scholarships, and hall maintenance.

Carla Martinez and Ann Brown will again be in charge of the White Elephant Sale items. Most usable items, except clothing, can be donated. If you have questions, please call Ann at 472-9664, or Carla at 391-3185. There will be more about this in the next newsletter. Hope to see all of you on April 26th!

Holiday Potlucks End Year on a Festive Note

All those who arrived at November’s potluck with healthy appetites were, no doubt, in an even more thankful humor when they saw the festive fare. In addition to roast turkey provided by hosts Kay and Jim Brand, Ann Brown, Lois Lindley, and Carla Martinez provided three additional succulent birds. The potluck was well attended, as the holiday gatherings usually are, and those who gathered contributed a generous selection of casseroles, sides, and desserts. Anyone coming away feeling peckish could have only himself to blame.

However welcome the food, the conviviality of the evening was even more welcome. Kay and Jim had the Hall beautifully set up with harvest décor, a hospitable display in all respects. Though we may have come to expect the annual pleasure of our Thanksgiving potluck, certainly we do not wish to take it for granted. We are, once again, thankful for all the effort Kay and Jim put into making our Thanksgiving potluck so special.

Only four weeks later, Hesperia Hall was once again decked out in holiday array, this time resplendent in a lavish Christmas display, Joan Steele having once again brought her decorating talents to transforming the room. And once again, a bountiful feast covered the serving tables. 
Hectic as the days before Christmas are for one and all, and with less than a week of preparation remaining before his annual epic flight, Santa Claus himself took time to visit. As the holiday meal wound down, there seemed to exist among the youngest attendees distinct signs of anticipation, an air of great confidence that Santa soon would be there.

As, indeed, he was! Santa in person made his grand entrance, greeting the crowd and heading directly for the stage, where he set straight to his work of visiting with children and presenting them with gifts. That work accomplished, Santa made his exit as abruptly as he had his entrance, presumably headed off to delight other children in other places. Thus did another year at the Hall end on a high note, thanks to the generous efforts of hosts Kevin and Joan Steele who have made the final potluck at the Hall an eagerly anticipated event. Thank you, Steele family!
First Potluck of 2009

A small but friendly crowd was present for the first potluck of the New Year. The hostess, Janice Smith-Ramseier, welcomed two groups of presenters to the Hall. After a pleasant meal, three members of Lockwood 4H, under the leadership of Heather Cruz, took the stage. The lead speaker was Anthony Cruz, age 13, who explained the steps in folding an origami crane. Anthony took questions after his presentation before being followed to the stage by his sister Shania Cruz, age 9. Shania demonstrated her method for packing ingredients into an attractive gift jar, complete with instructions for making delicious cookies. Lauren Romines, also age 9, gave the final demonstration of the evening. Lauren explained her process for creating tasty decorated ice cream cones. All 4-H presenters did fine jobs as they honed their public speaking skills.

Also in attendance were members of our fire protection services. Fire Captain Tony Gomes of the Lockwood Cal Fire Station issued burn permits. Bradley Battalion Chief to Cal Fire, Steve Spenharney, spoke on the issue of fire safety in our rural area. Also attending was our fellow Hall member Andy Peterson, our local SOMOCO volunteer first responder. All three men were available to answer questions on fire danger abatement and response in the event of fire. 

Thank you to all our guests who prepared presentations and who made themselves available to inform and serve.

Grafting Class at Hesperia Hall!

Mark your calendars for a very special event on Friday, March 20, 2009. The California Rare Fruit Grower’s Organization (CRFG.org) has graciously volunteered to conduct another apple tree grafting demonstration/class at Hesperia Hall in conjunction with our potluck! Everything is free for attendees, as the Hall will pay for the root stock and the potting soil, and CRFG.org will bring instructors and much of the necessary equipment. We have ordered 50 root stocks, so be sure to call Ed Buntz at 472-2070 if you are interested in attending the class. Everyone is welcome, but those who sign up will be guaranteed to take home at least one tree.

Attendees are welcome to bring apple scions of their choosing to graft onto the root stock but must complete some tasks to make that happen. Suggested techniques are these:

1. Cut pencil-sized scions from this year’s growth in February/March when leaves have all fallen off and before buds are popping out —tough timing this year due to January heat wave.

2. Choose buds close together to have the best growth potential.

3. Cut to a length you can store, then wrap in damp paper towel or newspaper, place in zip lock bag, label each cutting, and then place in refrigerator. (Do not freeze!)

4. Bring your scions to the class on March 20.

The event will start promptly at 5:00 PM in order to give plenty of time to complete the demonstrations and, for participants, “learning by doing,” to graft, pot, and water all the trees. The potluck portion, which will be hosted by Colonel Kevin Riedler and his wife Beth, will commence at the usual time of 7:00 PM.

A Smiling Face Leaves Smith Road by Janice Smith-Ramseier

On December 13, 2008, our good friend and neighbor, Stella Strickland, entered into rest. She was born in Detroit, Michigan, November 12, 1916. She and her first husband, Joe Kuty, bought property on Smith Road in the early 1970’s. Joe passed away while working on that property in 1976. When Stella remarried, to George Strickland, the couple eventually retired to their Smith Road ranch. After George’s death, Stella stayed on the ranch by herself. Poor health finally encouraged her to enter an assisted living arrangement in the Los Angeles area near her children. She passed on in Granada Hills, California. 
Stella and Joe had three children: David Kuty (Paula), Gary Kuty, and Linda Stromeyer; seven grandchildren and five great grandchildren. She also left stepchildren, a sister, and a brother. Her children and their offspring were the “light” of her life. She enjoyed sharing her love of the ranch with the great grandchildren. Thanksgiving was a family gathering time, and showing off her “baby cows” to the children was a highlight!
Attending Mass at the San Antonio Mission was important to Stella. She and George participated regularly. After George’s death, friends often took her to services at the Mission. When she no longer had transportation to mass, Dustin Miller would kindly bring communion to her.

Stella was famous for her fancy cookies and lemon bars. I hope she passed these recipes on to other neighbors. I have known Stella for over thirty years. I thank her son, David, for paving the way for Stella and me to enjoy many delightful trips to town during the last year of her life. 
The family named the Hesperia Hall Scholarship Fund to be the recipient of any memorial donations.

Longtime Lynch Canyon Matriarch Passes by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Longtime Lynch Canyon rancher, Edith Smith, succumbed on January 8, 2009, after many months of illness. Her husband, Archie L. Smith, and one son, William Roy Smith, preceded her in death. Her surviving children are: Steven Archie Smith, of Lynch Canyon; Calvin Lee Smith, of Oregon; and Linda Annette Robertson (Harold) of Santa Margarita/Pozo area. Her grandchildren are: Bandy Joe Smith (Rosalie), of the home ranch; Melissa, Sherelle, Kolina, and Angelica Smith, mostly of Oregon; and Quenton and Hattie Robertson. Six great grandchildren are: Bandy Joe and Katherine Smith, of the home ranch; and Austen, Quintin, Raeven, and Maeryn, of Oregon. Edith’s sister, Emily Freeman, resides in San Ardo and is the only surviving sibling.

Edith was born to Roy and Edna McCornack, Shandon area pioneer ranchers. She came to Lynch Canyon in 1953 as the bride of Archie L. Smith, and spent the rest of her life in the area she had grown to love. Whether caring for sick or orphaned livestock, or driving trucks or tractors, she could do it ALL. After Archie passed away in 1972, Edith operated the ranch herself with the assistance of her sons. She also worked for Monterey County at San Antonio Lake, operating heavy equipment or performing other duties assigned to her. During the later years of her life, Edith’s grandson, Bandy Joe, joined Edith’s son Steven in assisting with the ranching duties. He and his wife, Rosalie, and their two children live and work on the ranch.

Children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren were the delight of Edith’s life. She loved family barbecues. Her great grandchildren, Katherine and Bandy, are developing into great little horseback riders. They delighted Edith as she watched the children learn their riding skills in the fields near the ranch house. She is missed by her family and those who loved her. At her request, no services were held. The family held a barbecue at Hesperia Hall on January 24th.

Scholarship Fund Report by Ed Buntz

The scholarship committee is honored that Stella Strickland’s family chose our program for donations in her memory. A significant number of donations have already been received, and we will be pleased to award scholarships this year in her name. We would like to acknowledge Stella’s generous family and friends as follows: Linda, Kristine, Jennifer, and Dietrich Stromeyer, Karly and Sierra Muthucumaru, Thomas Currie, Gene and Janice Porter, Betty Putman, Stephen and Leila Koepp, Janice Smith-Ramseier, and Cindy Smith. If you would like to make a donation in memory of Stella, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put Stella Memory on the memo line and send to: Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426, or give your check to any Board member at a Hall event.
We would like, also, to express our appreciation to Dottie and Rich Tomlinson along with Beth Winters for their generous annual donation in memory of Rich Tomlinson, Sr. The educational opportunities we are providing our local youth are being well served by the memories of these special folks that so loved the Hall.
The Christmas spirit of giving descended on the Scholarship Fund in a most profound way this December. We would like to acknowledge the following recent general fund donors: Jay and Ann Brown, Stan and Barbara Clark, Lloyd and Mary Ellen Lathrop, Tom and Barbara Walters, Bill and Jane Munger, Don and Jen Webster, Janet Hardcastle, and our good friend Anonymous. In addition, the interest accrual from the Hall bank account during 2008 was placed in the scholarship fund.
If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at 472-9556.
True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor & Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Happy New Year! We hope that this finds you well and that 2009 has been, so far, wonderful! On January 1, Dave and Cherie Landon took our high school group of ten girls to Hume Lake, and from the tremendous snow pack to the awesome chapel times we understand the trip was great! Thanks to Dave and Cherie, and thanks to all of you for your prayers and support. We have heard that many lives were impacted up there, and we know that the fruit of that trip will go on for years.
In late February we are taking the middle-schoolers to Hume Lake, and it is shaping up to be a large group! We are looking forward to what God has in store there! On January 30th Carla Martinez and Maggie Nalley will be organizing an all night "lock-in" at the church for the youth with snacks, movies, ping pong, etc. Thanks you two!
The True Life Youth Group is open to all youth, grades 6–12, regardless of religious background. Please call us with any questions, for youth group meeting dates, or if you would like to help sponsor some youth to Hume. Our number is 472-9325.

Fireproof Movie on Feb. 13th by Erick Reinstedt

True Life Christian Fellowship is hosting a free movie for the community on Friday, February 13th, at the church across from the school in Lockwood. Fireproof is the recent blockbuster that played in the top ten in theaters across the nation last year. It is from the creators of Facing the Giants, and it stars Kirk Cameron as Fire Captain Caleb Holt. The movie's printed description goes: At work, inside burning buildings, Capt. Holt lives by the old firefighter's adage: Never Leave Your Partner Behind. At home, in the cooling embers of his marriage, he lives by his own rules. His job is to rescue others. Now Caleb must face his toughest job ever . . . rescuing his wife's heart. This is a wonderful movie, and it promises to be a wonderful night out for adults, just in time for Valentine's Day. It's better than bringing her flowers! The movie starts at 7:00 PM. The doors will open at 6:30 pm. Fireproof is rated PG, and we will not have childcare. Please call with any questions: 472-9325.
Best wishes for a Speedy Recovery, Jim Brand by Marlen Richardson

Our friend and neighbor, Jim Brand, underwent open-heart surgery January 18th. He took it like a trooper. By the time you read this, Jim will almost be ready to line dance again and think about planting his vegetable garden, to make sure there will be plenty of tomatoes and squash for the community.
A recent treadmill test at the cardiologist's office led to an appointment for an angioplasty at French Hospital in San Luis Obispo. With great patience, he let them poke and probe. It was not fun, yet he never complained. Kay watched over him; I watched over Kay. Then, to our amazement, this doctor was still not satisfied and told Jim he had to stay, he needed surgery, now! Details of the operation and recovery were explained: Jim would be out of the hospital in about five days, full recovery should take about three months. With butterflies in our stomachs, Kay and I sat out the long hours of surgery in the waiting room, cafeteria, and hospital garden, never doubting that Jim would come out OK. While there, we experienced the most efficient, caring, and friendly staff. 
Right away, Jim was making friends with the hospital staff, inviting them to visit at the ranch and promising carrot cakes and gator rides. While we visited, Jim’s nurse Lloyd promised to come visiting with his girlfriend. Bryson-Hesperia may be about to experience an influx of friends Jim made during his hospital stay.

As of January 21, less than a week after his hospital ordeal begun, Jim is recovering at home. Welcome back! This community would not be the same without you, Jim! We all wish you a speedy recovery and many good years ahead. We also want to mention that your help in the community and at the Hall these many years is very much appreciated. Thank you for always giving a helping hand when needed.

Cooking from the Garden by Kate Snell

One of my favorite vegetables to grow from fall into spring is broccoli. I put my starts out into well-amended soil in September and usually begin harvesting crowns in November or December. Side shoots of broccoli can continue to be harvested throughout the spring until they bolt in the hot weather. To have a long season, try to cut off those side shoots before they flower. The broccoli can take some frost and has few problems with pests because of the cold weather.
My favorite way to eat all those florets of broccoli is sautéed in olive oil with linguine and generous amounts of lemon juice added right before serving. The dish is very simple but, due to its fresh ingredients, delicious:

2-3
cups broccoli florets

3+
cloves chopped garlic

¼+
cup olive oil

½
teaspoon red pepper flakes

2
lemons

¾
lbs. linguine
Start by boiling 3-4 quarts of water in a large pot. When water is boiling, dunk broccoli florets in the water for about 30 seconds. Remove and let drain. Add linguine to boiling water and cook until al dente, and drain. While the pasta is cooking, heat up olive oil in skillet to moderate heat, add garlic and red pepper flakes, then the blanched broccoli. Sauté for 4 or 5 minutes, and add pepper and salt to taste. Turn off heat and add cooked pasta to the sautéed broccoli and toss. Squeeze the juice of the two lemons over the linguine right before serving.
Yoga at the Hall by Ed Buntz

Thanks to former Hall President Carri Wiatt, yoga became a fixture at the Hall several years ago. When Carri finally moved away and could no longer conduct classes here, the dedicated students decided to take matters into their own hands and press onward. So we still have yoga at the Hall one night a week, currently each Monday starting at 6:00 PM. Aurora Denny, Beth Winters, Ed Buntz, and Rupert/Judy Lyle share leadership duties for the sessions. A reminder email is sent around to everyone who has expressed any interest or attended previous Hall yoga sessions, so please contact Ed at 472-2070 if you would like to be on the email distribution list. If you are interested in trying yoga for the first time, call Ed and work out a plan to integrate into the weekly sessions. Yoga is an amazing way to spend an hour once a week at the Hall, and your body and your mind will thank you for the effort!
Calendar Report by Jo Geary

A big thank you to all photographers who entered the 2009 calendar judging. The quality, variety, and number of entries were the best ever, as was reflected in the overall quality of our latest calendar. We have practically sold out —only fifteen left— so if you still want one, they are available at the Farmers Market, or you can call Jo at 472-0429.
Judging for the 2010 calendar will take place on Saturday, June 6th  of this year.  The Calendar Committee has decided that, as the judging has become such a popular event, it warrants an evening of its own, complete with snacks, wine, and live music. Please remember that the calendar will be in color, portrait format (vertical), and all Hall members may submit up to four entries taken within the 93426 area code. So grab your cameras, and take some pictures of your favorite local views, pastimes, activities, or happenings.

News from the Hall Looking for Articles
This first 2009 issue of News from the Hall may look unusually full, but the reader must be mindful that it represents two months, not just one, and that the initial issue of a year runs articles such as the Financial Report and Yearly Calendar that will not repeat in the months to come. In order to keep the newsletter timely and interesting, it behooves our community, then, to provide reports on a wide variety of subjects reflecting Bryson-Hesperia interests and activities.

As has been true of past editors, the current editors urge all readers to look about them and let us know what is going on in the neighborhood. In the past, there have been particularly interesting articles on gardening, and more such pieces would be very welcome. Perhaps you have something you can pass on dealing with the specific dilemmas with which gardeners in our area contend. Gophers and deer come immediately to mind, as do problems such as amending our soil and choice of plantings. More along the gardening theme, we recall pieces in the past that have talked about what to do seasonally in the garden, or pieces that offered wonderful ruminations about gardening in addition to talking about specific gardening tasks.

With this issue, Kate Snell has instituted what we hope will be a regular column called Cooking from the Garden. Kate has suggested a number of people in addition to herself who could make helpful contributions. Remember that, since we have an excellent source of fresh produce at the Farmers Market during much of the year, one need not necessarily be the person actually growing the fruits and vegetables.

But it is not all about gardening. There must be dozens of ideas out there on subjects readers would enjoy seeing treated in these pages. One suggestion has been to offer biographies of people in our community, another to publish reports on some of our scholarship recipients, or brief anonymous citations of helpful works performed by Good Neighbors, or interesting accounts of how some of our place names came to be. What about occasional pieces called Impressions of a Visitor, written by people who are reacting to our area as a place new to them?
Perhaps you have a great idea for an article but are somewhat uncomfortable when it comes to putting pen to paper, or fingers to keyboard, whichever applies. Should that be the case, you have only to contact us and we will help commit your idea to print that can appear in these pages under your by-line. Or send us your ideas for future articles and we will try to find an appropriate author to put them into publication.

If you are willing to share your thoughts, your knowledge, your information with us, please send us an article. Send your suggestions or articles to Joanne Norlin, www.jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or to Barbara Walters, www.bwhallnews@gmail.com. If you feel more comfortable giving us hard copy, you may give article(s) to either Joanne or Barbara or to any Board member. It may be that not everything will be entirely appropriate for this specific venue and purpose, or that some things will not fit in the very next issue, but, nonetheless, do submit. We are looking for new voices in this space even as we continue to welcome writers upon whom we regularly rely.
2008 Financial Report by Lois Lindley, Treasurer

General Funds:



Beginning Balance: 
16,256



Income: 

Donations
53


Membership dues
2,060


Newsletter Advertising
930


Auction & BBQ Profit
3,948


Country Faire Profit
906


Calendar Profit
3,372



Total Income:

11,269



Expenses :

Maintenance
370


Supplies
340


Insurance
1,971


Newsletter
2,772


Taxes and Fees
183


Utilities
546


Donation to San Antonio School
400


Donation to SAV Fire Fund
200


Transfer to Restricted Funds
4,100



Total Expenses
10,882



General Funds Ending Balance
16,643
Restricted funds:



Beginning Balance:
31,273


Income:

Donations
6,950


Interest
1,254


Quilt Raffle
4,911


Transfer from General Fund
4,100



Total Income
17,215


Expenses:
13,376


Ending balances:


Scholarship Fund
30,983


Music/Art Education Fund
33


Rural Life Education Fund
626


Maintenance Fund
3,313


Home Bureau Fund
157



Total ending balances:
35,112

(Detailed report available from Treasurer) 
The Puzzler

We will open with a classic for our young readers and follow with a more difficult question:

Puzzle 1:  A man needed to transport a fox, a chicken, and a bag of grain across a river in his small boat. He could not leave the chicken alone with the grain or the fox alone with the chicken, but the boat was large enough to take only one other object in addition to the man. Is there a strategy that will allow him to complete the crossing? If so, what is the fewest number of crossings necessary to accomplish it?

Puzzle 2:  I was talking to a young woman at the last potluck who challenged me to figure out the year in which she was born. As a clue she said that she would be n years old in the year n2. I need some help.

The answer to this month’s puzzlers will appear in the next issue of News from the Hall.

