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News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

This month I would like to briefly update you on an important issue with which the Hall Preservation Committee is involved. They have been methodically working to create what is called a “baseline report” on the Hall’s existing condition. Rupert Lyle and helpers started the process by crawling under the building to examine and photo-document its foundation. Next we examined the framing and began creating a condition report.

The twenty-five-year-old roof and chimneys will be examined next. By summer we hope to have the condition report completed. Once it is done, recommendations for Hall preservation can be considered. Anyone wishing to help with this undertaking is welcome to join our efforts.

Your Hall Board will host February’s potluck. CDF will be on hand before dinner to issue burn permits for anyone still needing them. After dinner they will be sharing their latest fire prevention information with us. Bring any fire related questions you may have.

We hope to see you there.
January Potluck

At the very well attended January potluck, Lockwood 4-H leader Heather Cruz directed presentations by members Anthony Cruz, Shania Cruz, and Lauren Romines, while CDF representatives Captain Vince Cole and Captain Kevin Dixon issued burn permits. Once again, there were many remarks on the excellent quality of Bryson-Hesperia cookery.
The next potluck is on February 18, beginning at 7:00 pm, and will be hosted by the Hall Board. It will feature CDF representatives who will be available to issue burn permits.
Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz
The Scholarship Committee would like to express its appreciation to Janet Hardcastle and Chris and Cath Clark for their generous Christmas donations. We also extend thanks to Ali and Pat Tabidian for bringing citrus, pomegranates, and dried figs from their yard and selling them at the Hall in support of the scholarship fund.

The final semester for the 2010-2011 academic year is underway, so we are distributing the final scholarship payments as students send in their registration. Our attention will soon turn towards awarding scholarships for academic year 2011-2012, so remember to get applications submitted prior to the deadline of April 1, 2011. Application forms are available on the Hall web site http://www.hesperiahall.org/. Contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556 if you have any questions.

Mostly Good News on the Trash Pick-up Issue by Jay Brown

Chris Lopez from Supervisor Simon Salinas’s office called me and said that there has been a breakthrough in the trash negotiations for South County. Apparently the County will be working on a revised contract with Waste Management that will resolve the mandatory provisions, pricing issues, and some other glitches that have, or are expected to have, come up with the new contract. 

Thanks to all of you who have provided calls and email which were used to "prove" to the County that there was a legitimate problem. I contacted Simon Salinas's office after the January 19 Bradley meeting concerning the new Waste Management mandatory pickup contract. Chris at that office did acknowledge that the County Environmental Health staffers did not do a very good job of addressing the concerns of some of the residents about this issue. Chris said he felt that it was a learning experience for them to see first hand the state of confusion they had created by not involving South County in the process.

 In any case, the current process for those who want to opt out or get less frequent trash pickup is to call or e-mail Chris at Simon Salinas’s office at (831) 755-5033, district3@co.monterey.ca and ask for a trash exemption form. Try to fill out the form as completely as possible, but they said that all forms will be accepted, and there will be no cost.
CPR Saturday by Linda Plumb

On Saturday, March 12, 2011, the American Red Cross will be offering free CPR classes. At this time classes are scheduled for Salinas and Soledad, and all you need do is call Red Cross at (831) 424-4824 and express your interest in attending the one of your choice.

As you may recall, a primary part of our mission is to help inform our community about how best to be prepared for an emergency. There are few of us who would not benefit from knowing how to save a loved one should the need arise, particularly since we live so far away from emergency services.

These classes are only a four-hour commitment and could in fact be the difference between life and death for someone near to you. Techniques have changed over the years, so even if you have had training, getting a refresher is a good idea.

If you have interest in a CPR class and would like to see one here in Bryson, please call Jack Lindley at (805) 472-9556 or Linda Plumb at (805) 472-2518 ASAP. If we can identify enough interested people in our local area, we can offer one of these classes here.

Best regards from your CERT team, and, above all else, be prepared!

Amateur Radio License Class by Jack Lindley

A class to enable interested people to obtain an Amateur Radio License will be held in February and March in our area. The class is scheduled to start Wednesday, February 16, from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm and to go for six weeks. The instructors are Tom Foster, N6FVY, and Jack Lindley, W6YOY, who together have over 100 years experience in this fun and useful hobby. It is planned to hold the classes at Jack's house on Interlake Road. Call Tom at (831) 385-5327 or Jack at (805) 472-9556 for more information or to register.

There is no charge for the class. An instruction book may be obtained from Amazon for about $30.00, and extensive instruction material is available on the Internet. The details may be modified to meet a specific student's requirements. Also, call if you are considering upgrading from Technician to General Class licenses.

For many people, the reason to become licensed as an amateur operator is to be able to communicate in a serious disaster. In many catastrophic disasters, such as Katrina, for example, amateur radio was the only way to tell others of their needs when all other methods were destroyed. Amateur operators with their battery powered, hand-held radios were able to relay messages to obtain help when needed.

While this equipment is essential for emergency communications, it is useful to use for day-to-day activities. With the simplest Amateur Radio License, Technician Class, you can talk to your neighbors around the lakes, or, by using a repeater just above Lockwood, you can communicate with other operators from Salinas to Santa Maria.

Some amateur operators are using digital computer-to-computer networks that allow them to transfer e-mail over their amateur radios. Others transmit video from their television cameras, or use their radios to control model aircraft. Interestingly, almost all of the space shuttle crews have had an amateur operator on board. It is legal to build your own transmitter and receiver for operation in the amateur frequency bands. Amateurs have also built their own satellites, and others bounce their signals off the moon or meteorite trails.

If you get your General License, you can communicate with other amateurs in almost every country in the world. There is no charge for these activities. In fact, there are strict prohibitions on doing any commercial activity over amateur equipment.

Morse code is no longer required for any amateur license. Many children have become amateur radio operators and later have used that knowledge in their adult occupations. Come find out for yourself.

New Year’s Eve 2010 by Daphne Denny

I want to thank Adam and Rotem Gilbert for treating our community to an amazing concert of Renaissance music at the Hall on New Year’s Eve.

For those of you who were not able to attend, these two virtuosic musicians brought their unusual instruments, which are authentic replicas of Renaissance era recorders, bagpipes, and shawms, and played many selections of ancient music for us. The tunings, counterpoint, and harmonies of Renaissance music are quite different than those of later music, and it is an amazing experience to hear them brought to life by such knowledgeable performers. It is especially wonderful to hear them in our Hall, which has the sort of acoustics in which this music and these instruments are right at home.

I also want to thank all the other musicians who brought their instruments and played beautiful music of a more modern nature after the Gilberts’ concert, all the way up to the entrance of the New Year 2011.

And finally, I want to thank all the great cooks of our community who brought the delicious party food that graced our tables and kept the revelers fed until the party’s end.
Produce Exchange on Winter Break by Kate Snell

The produce exchange at Hesperia Hall will take a winter hiatus this year. It will return after the Chicken Barbecue in late spring. You will be notified of its resumption in this newsletter.
Oh, Lovely February! by Daphne Denny

February is one of the best months of the year.

Here in our area, Life is gently waking up and shrugging off the dark muzziness of winter. The first bulbs are blooming, and energy is slowly building. It is easy at this time for us humans to have an illusion of control. We are managing everything. Things are getting done. But when March rushes in, all that is gone. By that time, the energy of new life has built up to such a speed that all we can do is tear around in a frenzy — planting, weeding, and trying to keep up. If, in March, we should ever be lucky enough to have a quiet moment for honest reflection, we realize we are not in control at all, and the best we can do is hang on and enjoy the ride.

So appreciate short February while you can. You probably have a list of gardening chores you think you need to do, like pruning, mulching, starting tomato seeds, etc. I do those too, but I have a few other things on my list that I'd like to share with you.

First, I think it is important to plant peas. I usually plant a large area to snap peas. The seeds are fairly cheap, they grow easily, and in three months or less, there will be peas ready to eat. I’m usually lucky enough to produce far more than we can eat, but it is not a waste, because their nitrogen-fixing capability has enriched the soil, and when I need to clear the ground for summer planting, I just pull up the vines and feed them to our animals. They make excellent feed. In addition to the peas, the growing tips and tendrils of the plants are good to eat, either raw in salads, or sautéed or stir-fried.

In my mother’s family there is this persistent legend that my grandfather always went out on George Washington’s birthday, February 22, and planted peas. I assume it’s a legend because they lived in the mountains of northern Idaho, and I know there was probably snow on the ground. Nevertheless, miraculously, the peas grew, and, the family legend further maintains, they always had creamed peas and new potatoes on Memorial Day.

Which brings me to another item on my list — planting potatoes. February is a really good time to do this, because potatoes grow best during cool weather. I keep this simple. I clear a bed, but I don’t bother to till it. I lay out the seed potatoes on top of the soil in a grid eighteen inches apart each way. Then I cover the entire bed with a layer of leaf or straw mulch about twelve inches deep. If, in a couple of months, I notice that the mulch is shrinking and potatoes are showing, I quickly add more straw. Freshly-dug, homegrown potatoes are excellent, and it is impossible to grow more than we can eat.

Third, I like to plant a bit of dill now. And I keep planting more every three to four weeks until fall. A bit of dill is a nice addition to creamed peas and potatoes.

Enjoy yourself!

Naturalist Notebook: The River Song by Charles Ewing

The sun provides the energy. It heats the surface of the vast ocean, and water vapor ascends to form moisture-laden clouds. Winds carry the clouds to our western shore and up and over our winter-cooled mountains. The clouds cool and condense into drops of water. Gravity prevails, and the water falls as rain. Gravity prevails, and the water flows downward; some penetrates into the Earth, but most flows upon the land’s surface. From myriads of small flows, the waters gather together to form large, flowing corridors that we call rivers. The rivers flow back to their ocean source, and the cycle begins anew.

Our community is blessed with two river corridors, the Nacimiento and the San Antonio. They flow southeast in parallel, and through millennia they have shaped and nourished our land. They define the land and hold countless stories of the people who have lived by them and traveled along them.

Here in Central California, our pronounced wet and dry seasons cause the Nacimiento and the San Antonio Rivers to have great fluctuations in their flow. Unlike the rivers that flow from the Sierra Nevada Mountains, our rivers don’t have a watershed with a winter snowpack to store and release water throughout the summer. When    rain falls on the Santa Lucia Mountains, the waters flow, and the Nacimiento and the San Antonio rise, sometimes dramatically. By late summer, most of the surface flow is gone. Still, there is always water flowing beneath the surface in the alluvium, and the Nacimiento always has some clear “billabong” pools where the strong winter-flow has carved down to the impervious bedrock. On hot summer days, travelers, past and present, have found welcome relief at one of these cool oases. We enjoy our rivers for their beauty and their recreation. We swim and fish their waters. We have also built high dams across the Nacimiento and San Antonio to tame their winter’s rage and store their precious waters as a reliable, year-round source to irrigate the rich farm lands of the Salinas Valley.

As important as these rivers are to our human endeavors, they are vital to the natural world. They are verdant corridors of life in a land that has five to six months without rain.

My next Naturalist Notebook will look into that world.
Fishing with Rich  by Rich Lingor

The cold unstable weather of winter that can make fishing uncomfortable keeps most anglers off the water. Cold water temperatures slow the metabolism of most warm water species like bass, catfish, bluegill, striped bass, and crappie. Feeding frequency in winter can be a tiny fraction of summer patterns. Picking a calm, unruffled day can be problematic for even the most dedicated. Getting out on one of those special days demands patience and an appreciation for any contact with the lethargic fish. Winter can be a great time for you to clean and grease your fishing reels, refill them with fresh line, patch the holes in your boat, or put a new coat of pine tar on your canoe.

December's rain and January's postcard pleasant days are ingredients that promise an early reawakening from winter for game fish. New inflows of a fresh supply of water bring nutrients and inundate brush, grasses, and trees that provide cover, habitat, and a nursery to sustain, maintain, and benefit fish populations. Early false starts of spring have produced a couple of nice bass for me on the best days and a nice day on the water on others.

February usually sees the beginning hints of approaching spring. As daylight hours continue to increase and water temperatures struggle to trend upward, more fish test the shallows and feed more often. A good set of rain gear can maximize the springtime fishing opportunity.

Anglers emerging from hibernation as the sun warms should be sure to have their 2011 fishing license. This year, California fishing licenses are available online and can be paid for with a Visa or MasterCard. You can print your license out with your printer, and it is effective immediately. Go to http://www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/ols/faqs.html.

Happy Valentine’s Day, and tight lines!

Dorothy French Rowley: June 26, 1931 - January 12, 2011 by Charles Rowley

Dorothy Rowley passed away at her home in the East Bay Area community of Brentwood, California, on the evening of January 12, 2011. Dorothy Rae French was the child of Raymond French and Oquella Waters French, both now deceased. She was born in Centralia, Washington. An outgoing, golden-blond-haired young woman with sparkling blue eyes, she married, at the age of twenty, her lifelong companion, Charles Atwood Rowley, Sr., who passed away just a little over two years ago on New Year’s Eve, 2009. Dorothy is survived by her two daughters, Dr. Janine Rowley Cooley and her husband Doug, of Redmond, Washington, and Allison and Tim Dillon of Livermore, California, as well as her son, Charles "Chip" Rowley, Jr., M.L.A., and his partner Steven Craig of Bradley, in southern Monterey County. In addition, Dorothy is survived by three grandchildren, whom she adored: Ian Rowley Cooley and his wife Annie, Erin Rowley Cooley, and Drew William Dillon. Other surviving family members include her two younger sisters, Jennifer French and Reina French.

Dorothy was both the apple of her father's eye and the light of her husband's life. She appreciated and encouraged creativity, sewing many stylish ensembles for herself and her children. She enjoyed gardening, decorating, equestrian life, and service to her church congregation, as well as her medical administration career, which she resumed after early motherhood. Above all, she took pride in her family's history of culinary craft, sharing humorous stories of growing up within her parent’s nightclub and restaurant during the 1930's and early 40's in the Pacific Northwest.

Dorothy and Chuck married soon after meeting at Lake Tahoe in 1950, living briefly in Reno, Nevada. Work brought Chuck to Pacific Bell Headquarters based in San Francisco. After a few years home-based in Pacifica, the Rowleys finally settled in the transitioning new suburbs of Concord, California. Here they raised and educated their children, enjoyed recreational and competitive aquatic sports, and waterskiing vacations with friends before retiring as a couple to the Sierra Foothills in the Mokulumne River Watershed of Calaveras County.

In keeping with her own spirit and sensibility, Mom did everything she could to ensure that each of her children was gifted with the best smile possible and taught us the value of sharing it with others. We will miss your own smile, Mom, and the laughter that always came with it.
She asked that contributions be made in her name to St. John's Lutheran Church, 1360 East Tregallas Road, Antioch, California 94509.

True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Maggie Nalley and David and Victoria Villegas have returned with our eight young people from the early January high school trip to Hume Lake Christian Camp in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and by all accounts it was a good trip. We thank them for their heart to go and be with the youth, and we thank all of you who helped make the trip possible with your prayers and financial donations. We are looking forward to the middle school trip in early February. We have fourteen youth going on that trip, plus counselors. Please be in prayer for the trip, the travel, and God's work on the hearts of all involved. If you would like to help send a youth to Hume Lake for this powerful experience, please call us for details at (805) 472-9325, or see Carla Martinez. We also continue to have our Youth Group nights about twice per month, and you can call us for details or rides. They usually include fun, games, a study in God's Word, fellowship, and sometimes even food. The Youth Group is open to all youth, grades 6-12.

The Puzzler

Supply the missing number in the following sequence: 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 22, 24, ____, 100, 121, 10000. (Hint: this is a basically difficult problem.)

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
Why can’t anybody just say 30? If I fall out of an airplane and must fall half way, and then half of the remaining distance, and then half of that, and then . . . , does that mean I will never quite hit the ground? The sum of an infinite series of distances can be finite. JK, CM, EB, MM, and CE all came very close to the answer without actually hitting it.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name the first person to submit a correct answer.
February Calendar Highlights
1
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

2
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
3
Line Dancing classes 7pm
7
Yoga 5:30pm
10
Line Dancing classes 7pm
14
Valentine’s Day


Yoga 5:30pm
16
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

Amateur Radio Class 7pm
17
Line Dancing classes 7pm
18
Potluck 7pm
21
President’s Day


Yoga 5:30pm
23
Amateur Radio Class 7pm

24
Line Dancing classes 7pm
28
Yoga 5:30pm
Mar 1
Board Meeting at Jan’s house  7pm

2
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

Amateur Radio Class 7pm
3
Line Dancing classes 7pm
7
Yoga 5:30pm
9
Amateur Radio Class 7pm

10
Line Dancing classes 7pm
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