News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

We appreciate the CDF (Cal Fire) once again taking the time to attend our potluck. We were happy to welcome Rick Hutchinson, Unit Chief, and Steve Spinharney, Battalion Chief, and we very much appreciate their making themselves available to answer questions and catch us up on what’s new in their departments.

To keep you abreast of actions we take at our monthly meetings, your Board is attempting to keep the membership better informed. Towards that end, the following is a list of items that generally appear on meeting agendas:

· Public input is heard at the beginning of the meetings.

· Then the following reports are heard: Treasurer, Hall Maintenance, Master Plan Committee, Membership, Community Emergency Response Team, Scholarships, Website update, Calendar.

· Lastly, the Board takes up any new business a board member wants to consider.

All Hall members are invited to attend these monthly meetings. We really do appreciate community input. To further inform you, we are also working towards posting agenda results on our website, http://hesperiahall.org. Ed Buntz assumes the responsibility of forwarding new web site information to David Phillips who voluntarily maintains our site. Extra thanks go to both.

Due to a last minute schedule change, Base Commander Col. Seriano and LTC Babcock were unable to attend our January potluck. However, they will make every attempt to be at our February potluck. Please try to attend to hear and learn about the goings on in our neighbors’ hood, Fort Hunter Liggett.

The next potluck at Hesperia Hall will begin at 7:00 pm on Friday, February 17. Nick Brittan will provide music, and representatives from Fort Hunter Liggett will make a presentation after dinner.
Potluck for the New Year

Despite palpable signs of imminent rain, the January 20 potluck was very well attended, even to the point of necessitating setting up an additional table. Many people were there in hopes of getting their burn permits for 2012, but, although Cal Fire representatives were present, they were unable to write permits. However, they did provide for issuance at the Hall the following Tuesday and Saturday. Unit Chief Rick Hutchinson and Battalion Chief Steve Spinharney spoke with residents individually throughout the evening and, after the meal, answered questions and gave an informative presentation of current fire prevention and emergency preparedness efforts. CERT volunteers Ann Brown and Carla Martinez gave further information on local preparedness efforts.

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee would like to express our appreciation to Janet Hardcastle, Chris and Cath Clark, and Don and Jen Webster for their generous Christmas donations and to Brad Hubbard for his annual donation. We also extend thanks to Ali and Pat Tabidian for bringing citrus, pomegranates, and dried figs from their yard and selling them at the Hall in support of the scholarship fund. Thank you to Ray and Bev Gillett for their very nice donation in memory of Jim Hill.

The final semester for the 2011-2012 academic year is underway, so we are distributing the final scholarship payments as students send in their registration. Our attention will soon turn towards awarding scholarships for academic year 2012-2013, so remember to get applications submitted prior to the deadline of April 1, 2012. Application forms are available on the Hall web site http://hesperiahall.org, or contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556, if you have any questions.

Calendar News by Jo Geary

The Calendar Committee has just a couple of quick reminders regarding the 2012 Bryson Hesperia Community Calendar. There are only a dozen 2012 calendars left for sale. They are available at the produce exchange on Sunday mornings, or you may call Jo at (805) 472-0429 if you need some.

The judging for the 2013 calendar photos will take place on Saturday, June 2, at Hesperia Hall. The rules of entry remain the same as last year and will be listed in full in the March newsletter. Basically, all Hall members may submit up to four 8 x 10 color, landscape format, entries taken within the 93426 area code and parts of Lockwood. If you have any questions, call Jo.

We have had some really amazing entries in the past, so please keep up the good work. I look forward to seeing your latest efforts and participating in the judging.

New Year’s Eve Concert by Fred Kenyon

Attendees of the Hall's New Year's Eve party wound up 2011 with some really enjoyable old, old music. Fifteenth Century old. The musicians, mostly professors with the Early Music Program at USC, proved artistically very able and enlightening. Many are members of Ciaramella, a group specializing (to wide acclaim) in medieval and Renaissance music. Our own local cello musician, Melita Denny, ably accompanied the group on cello. We were even treated to a new composition by Adam Gilbert. They lent a perspective to our new year which all in attendance truly appreciated. We hope they can return to provide another evening we'll remember.

Fruit Tree Grafting by Ed Buntz

This is a reminder that the California Rare Fruit Growers (CRFG) Organization will conduct its Annual Scion Exchange and Grafting Party at Cal Poly on Saturday, February 18, 2012, beginning at 1:30 pm. There will be continuous grafting demonstrations by six experts including avocado grafting and a huge scion exchange. Attendees are encouraged to bring healthy and non-patented scions. There will be a good selection of deciduous fruit tree rootstock and selected grafting supplies available for sale. The meeting location is the Crops Unit on campus at the corner of Highland and Mt. Bishop Road (free admission and free parking). Several Hall members have expressed interest in fruit tree grafting for non apple trees. This is the opportunity to attend and learn about the possibility of expanding our annual Hall event.

If you would like to attend the Cal Poly class on February 18th as part of the Hesperia Hall contingent, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 for car pool arrangements. We hope to use this class to collectively organize our approach to the Hall grafting class on March 16, 2012. Central Coast CRFG web site is http://www.crfg-central.org/, or feel free to call Marv and Pet Daniels at (805) 773-9311.

Cooking from the Orchard by Kate Snell

If you take the winter off from vegetable gardening, why not dry some of your produce from the summer to use during the colder months? Favorites to dehydrate are tomatoes, chilies, apples, figs, pears, cherries, apricots, pears, peaches, and especially grapes. You can air dry or use a dehydrator. I personally use an electrical appliance that I bought from the Morans at one of the first Country Faires at Hesperia Hall. Below is a recipe that uses raisins and is good at breakfast, in the afternoon with tea or coffee, or anytime you like.

Irish Soda Bread

1 cup whole wheat flour

1 cup white flour

1 Tbsp. baking powder

½ tsp. salt

2 Tbsps. sugar

1 cup raisins

1 ½ Tbsps. caraway seed

1 egg

1 cup milk with 2 Tbsps. yogurt added

2 Tbsps. melted butter

2 Tbsps. oil

1+ Tbsp. sugar to sprinkle on top of bread

Preheat oven at 400 degrees for at least 15 minutes with cast iron skillet inside. Mix first seven dry ingredients into a bowl. Beat egg in a separate bowl and add milk with yogurt. Add liquid ingredients to dry ingredients along with melted butter and stir with just a few swift strokes. Remove hot skillet with good oven mitts and add 2 Tbsps. oil. Swirl oil around bottom and edges of pan. Add batter to skillet and sprinkle sugar on the top to make a crust while it bakes. Bake at 400 for approximately 30 minutes, or until bread is golden brown and toothpick inserted into the center comes out clean.

Naturalist Notebook: Naturalist Defined by Charles Ewing 

It came to me that after nearly six years of writing the “Naturalist Notebook” column for News from the Hall, I’ve never written one word about the term “naturalist.” Perhaps, I assumed the meaning was defined by the content of my articles, or that those who read my articles already had a definition clear in their minds. My big American Heritage Dictionary defines “naturalist” simply as “one versed in natural history, especially in zoology or botany.” A second definition states, “one who believes in the tenets of naturalism.” I’ll focus on expanding the dictionary’s first definition, because the second definition opens doors to philosophical and religious views.

Intimate contact with the natural world is primary to the making of a naturalist. Such contact allows direct observation and knowledge. This in turn develops a kinship for what is observed. Indigenous, hunter-gathering peoples were naturalists by necessity. They had an encyclopedic knowledge and an animistic kinship with the primal world they lived in. My readings about famous naturalists and my personal contact with naturalist friends, myself included, suggest that the avocation was nurtured during childhood and many times encouraged and informed by an older mentor. The terms naturalist and natural scientist are understandably ambiguous, because there can be profound overlap between the two. The naturalist is motivated by avocation, whereas a natural scientist is directed by a vocational discipline, which is often motivated by avocation. For the most part, a naturalist’s contact with nature is immediate and unstructured, whereas a natural scientist relies on directed and structured research to answer specific questions or hypotheses. The two approaches are mutually informing and many times reside in the same person. Rachael Carson and Edward O. Wilson are primary examples of the naturalist-scientist mix. Their perfect blends of naturalist intimacy and scientific inquiry have enlightened and changed our view of the natural world and our human connection to it.

My abilities to identify our local plants and animals and to observe the dynamic processes of our natural world are a gift. During the many years I spent as a ranger at Pinnacles National Monument, I learned that park’s natural history — its plants and animals, its rocks and trails. When there was a question about the park’s natural history, my colleagues would refer visitors or themselves to me. Thus, I became known as the park naturalist. That moniker was strictly an honorarium. The same can be said for my knowledge of Bryson-Hesperia’s natural world. These articles allow me the honor of sharing some of my naturalist knowledge.

Fishing with Rich by Rich Lingor

Winter patterns in our local warm-water species lakes suggest that the bulk of aquatic life resides in some of the deepest water available throughout the season. Recent trips to these lakes confirm this prevailing wisdom with sonar readings. If fish are not hibernating during the shortest days of winter's chill, they at least have "winter depression." There is no better cure for this fish psychosis than budding spring. First steps of late winter migration for warm-water species tends to be that they inch up from winter's deepest holding patterns. January's conclusion marks a full month of daylight hours gradually increasing. Mountain shadows are shorter, overnight low temperatures tend to trend a tad warmer as occasional suggestions of spring's promise find their way into the weather mix. Rainstorm runoff can bring warmer water to surface layers along with nutrients and other contributions to the food chain.

All of spring's ingredients are beacons summoning the fish to the shallows where the urge to spawn contributes to the magnetic pull. February is sometimes the beginning of some terrific fishing because it can be the in-between of winter's deep fish and spring's shallow fish. Fishing mid-depth zones can intercept schools of fish that congregate slightly deeper than their full springtime destinations. Preferred depth during this transitional period can be very specific, concentrating fish on the most favorable structure. Calculated, fortuitous timing and some trial and error angler testing of mid-depth ranges can yield some remarkably rewarding results.

Some patches of late spring-like weather popped up in early January, giving me an opportunity for a successful early test of the February pattern. Slow vertical presentations in eighteen to thirty feet produced well. More typical winter climate returned, giving me an appreciation of having had the unseasonable opportunity. The advancing calendar and the chance to repeat the pattern keep my perspective optimistic.

Testing the waters, anglers can keep an eye toward weather for warm or cold patterns to get a head start predicting stages of migration. Early spring-like weather is reliably unreliable, so timely action after a period of warmer, stable conditions can be your best opportunity for late winter angling success.  Tight Lines!

True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

By the time this is in your hands, we should be on our way to Hume Lake with fourteen middle schoolers, or just back. We head up in early February and are excited about what God has in store. From January 6–8, we took sixteen high schoolers up. Along with both of us, Erick and Mary Ann, we were assisted in counseling and transporting by Ruben Cortez, Robert and Esthela Comstock, and Maggie Nalley. It was a wonderful time despite the lack of snow. They manufactured snow for the Tube Run and the Snowboard Run, which enabled the famous Box Sled Blitz, a competition of sleds made by the different churches of ONLY cardboard and duct tape. We had so much fun together, and God was really at work. Many, many of the youth found their hearts challenged and themselves able to deal with some painful issues in their lives and to find God's peace and healing. Others found their walks with God challenged and themselves asking what their life was about and what its focus was. The theme was "An Aweful Life" with the intentional extra letter in it — An Awe Full Life, and if focused on living, a life filled with awe for our Creator and God, and what it looks like to bring our lives into alignment with Him.

Thanks, so very much, to all of you who helped make this trip possible in so many ways — either by prayer, financial support, supporting the More Treasures Under the Oaks history-cookbook, or simply encouraging us. It is truly appreciated, and the fruit from your investment will spread into eternity.

We still have lots of More Treasures . . .,and you can contact us or go to a local store like Lockwood Store, Bee Rock, or Pleyto Store to get it. It is also available through our web page (see the True Life Christian Fellowship ad) via PayPal, or by contacting us.

The True Life Youth Group regular meetings continue for all interested 6th–12th graders, and you are free to call us, Erick and Mary Ann Reinstedt, (805) 472-9325, for details or more information. Thanks, so much! Please keep our Middle School Hume trip in your prayers.

The Puzzler

And now for something different. A man walks into a bar and asks for a glass of water. The bartender pulls out a gun and points it at him. The man then says, “Thank you,” and leaves the bar. Why?

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER

Judy D., John K., Ed B., and David P. found the correct solution, 9. It is the difference between 15 (3 times 1 times 5) and 24 (3 times 2 times 4).

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

February Calendar Highlights

1
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

5
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

6
Yoga 5:30pm

7
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

12
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

13
Yoga 5:30pm

14
Valentine’s Day

15
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

17
Potluck 7pm

18
CRFG event at Cal Poly – 1:30pm

19
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

20
President’s Day


Yoga 5:30pm

26
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

27
Yoga 5:30pm

Mar4
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

5
Yoga 5:30pm

6
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

7
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

2011 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Carol Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley
Directors – Jim Brand, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters
Membership – Carla Martinez
Hall Scheduling– Janice Smith-Ramseier
Maintenance – David Villegas
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carla Martinez, 76346 Hesperia Rd, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local community organization.

Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $80 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter featuring various news and instructional articles of interest to those living in the Bryson-Hesperia community, along with advertisements from local vendors and services. The editorial views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.
