News from the Hall
      January 2010

News from the Board by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Best Wishes for a wonderful New Year from the Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors. We hope you had a joyous holiday season with friends and loved ones.

The November potluck supper was followed by our Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. The meeting was opened by President Janice Smith-Ramseier, who thanked attendees for their support. Secretary/Treasurer Lois Lindley made financial information available. Vice President Ed Buntz talked about the scholarship program and presented ballots for the election.

Results of the election are as follows:

President: Janice Smith-Ramseier

Vice President/Scholarship Chairman: Ed Buntz

Secretary/Treasurer: Lois Lindley

Directors: Jim Brand, Ann Brown, Carol Kenyon, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters

Maintenance: David Villegas

Newsletter Staff: Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters

Congratulations to our news staff for doing a great job on the newsletter in 2009.

We sincerely appreciate the time and dedication given to hall activities by retiring board members Carla Martinez, Kevin Steele, and David Villegas. These people have devoted hours of their time to help the Hall organization. A huge Thank You goes out to you from all of us.

David Villegas did a beautiful job on our kitchen floor. John Plumb spent hours preparing and painting the inside of our new windows. Thank you both for giving so generously of your time.

Lockwood 4-H will provide the program for our January potluck by giving demonstration speeches. This club contributes terrific help to us by serving at our Chicken BBQ. Let's help them by attending the January Potluck.

The next Hall Board meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm, January 5, at Janice Smith-Ramseier's house, with the newly elected 2010 board members sitting. All Hall members are encouraged to attend. Items to be considered in the future include Phase 2 of window replacements, master planning for hall preservation, and community emergency preparedness. Hosts are needed for some potlucks. Talk to me or to any Board Member if you can help.
Thanks for your support as we look forward to an active and exciting year!

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz
Chuck and Jan Hutchinson honored “Grandma” Ethel Adams with a significant donation in her memory this year. Ethel was truly a memorable presence at the Hall and is sorely missed, so we are pleased to carry her spirit onward with the younger generation. The scholarship committee would like to extend a hearty Thank You to Bill and Jane Munger along with Lloyd and Mary Ellen Lathrop for their very generous annual donations. We also express our appreciation to Janet Hardcastle for her multiple donations to the fund as birthday and holiday gifts. We also received a large anonymous donation in memory of Jesse Taylor, who departed this world much too young at age twenty-eight.

As a reminder, April 1, 2010, is the deadline to submit scholarship applications for academic year 2010 - 2011. Application forms are available on the Hall web site http://hesperiahall.org. Contact Ed Buntz at 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at 472-9556 if you have any questions.
The January potluck, hosted by the Board, takes place on January 15; beginning at 7:00 pm. Members of the Lockwood 4-H Club will be presenting demonstration speeches.
Santa Claus Visits Hesperia Hall:  As anticipated, Santa did, indeed, make his customary appearance at Hesperia Hall for his annual December visit at the potluck hosted by the Steele family. As ever, we are gratified that, given his frenetic late-year schedule, he was able not only to make an appearance with but also to greet and distribute gifts to our young people. Children were both awed and thrilled to receive his largesse personally from the hands of the old elf himself.
Fruit Tree Grafting at Hesperia Hall in March by Ed Buntz
The California Rare Fruit Grower's (CRFG) Association has agreed to conduct our third annual apple tree grafting party at Hesperia Hall in conjunction with the March 19, 2010, potluck. CRFG has ordered 50 rootstocks for the event. Prior to the Hall party, they are also conducting two major events which may be of interest to Hall members. First is their Annual Pruning Meeting at Cal Poly on Saturday, January 9, 2010, with Dan Lassanske participating as Guest Pruner. The meeting is in Building 17. Bring your pruners for hands-on practice in the demonstration orchard after the lecture. Second is their Annual Scion Exchange and Grafting Meeting at Cal Poly on Saturday, February 20, 2010, in Building 17.

These are the two biggest CRFG meetings of the year and attract many students, community leaders, gardeners, and growers from the local area. Both meetings are free and open to students and the community and will proceed even if rain is predicted, expected, or falling. Both fruit and fruit trees are generally available at each event as well. Tentative time for both events is 1:00 pm, and the location is Crops "Double Wide Labs" (Building 17, Rooms 101, and 102). Go to http://maps.calpoly.edu/flashmap/CalPolyMap.html for additional information.

If Hall members are interested in grafting trees other than apple, the February meeting would be a great place to start. The rootstocks are dirt cheap! Hall contact for these events is Ed Buntz at 805-472-2070.
Naturalist Notebook: Big Bad Birds by Charles Ewing

I am one of those birder-geeks who stalk around bushes and trees with binoculars and a cocked ear while looking and listening for little hide-and-seek passerines. Most Americans are culturally more identified with big predatory birds called raptors. The magnificent Bald Eagle is the raptor we chose as our country’s national symbol. Can you imagine saluting a colorful little warbler or a little brown sparrow? Even our dear forefather, Ben Franklin’s, proposal to make the stately Wild Turkey our national symbol didn’t have a chance to fly.

The term raptor derives from the Latin word “rapore,” which means to seize or grasp. Long, strong and deadly-sharp talons are the tools of the trade. A hooked, flesh-tearing beak is another essential raptor tool. All raptors have keen stereoscopic vision to find and judge the distance to their prey. All raptors, including the Bald Eagle, are predatory and carnivorous. There are both diurnal (day active) and nocturnal (night active) raptors, but I’ll save the nocturnal ones, for another “Naturalist Notebook.” Diurnal raptors are taxonomically in the Order Falcoformes and then divided into two Families (Accipitridae and Falcoidae) with eight Genera in and near Bryson-Hesperia. They include the Bald and Golden Eagles, buteos such as the Red-tailed Hawk, accipiters such as the Cooper’s Hawk, falcons such as the American Kestrel, Osprey, Northern Harrier, and the White-tailed Kite. Raptors can be tricky to identify because distinct markings and coloration can vary a lot with the bird’s age. Learning the distinct calls of each species is a big help with identification. Most field guides classify vultures and condors as raptors, but I think this is incorrect. First, they don’t have strong, grasping talons to kill and hold their prey; they only eat animals that are already dead. Second, vultures and condors are genetically related to storks.

Of Bryson-Hesperia’s cornucopia of diurnal raptors, I’ve seen and heard ten species, and I think there may be others that I hope to see. The most common of our local raptors is the Red-tailed Hawk. No matter their commonness, I’m always awed at seeing a pair of these regal birds circling a thermal. Except for the Stellar Jay’s pretty good imitation, the piercing keeeeeer call of a Red-tailed Hawk can’t be mistaken. Remember, I always appreciate knowing about your particular sightings. So keep your eyes to the sky.

Portraits of Home by Rupert Lyle

Whether he is leading us in the Tush-Push or in the potluck line, Jim has long been a stalwart in the community. Indefatigable when there is work to be done at the Hall, he is equally well known for his green and white gingham-clad produce stand at the start of Bryson-Hesperia Road. He and his wife Kay (to be the subject of a future portrait) have served for many years on the Hall Board. As full a resume as this may seem, there’s more. This month, HN (Hall News) interviews Jim Brand.

HN: Tell us about your family, and where and how you grew up.

Jim: My parents were from Oklahoma and Missouri and first came to the Salinas Valley as migrant fruit pickers. My grandparents settled in California in the ‘20's, and I grew up, the second of eight kids, in Watsonville. I graduated from Watsonville High in January ’51 and joined the navy. I’d never been on a ship and so didn’t realize that I suffered from seasickness. Despite that, I remained for four years in the service, visiting nearly all the Mediterranean countries from Spain to Turkey, as well as many in the Caribbean. For most of my hitch I was on a destroyer, and I thoroughly enjoyed it.
HN: What brought you to Bryson-Hesperia, and when?

Jim: In 1989 I was living in West Covina and would visit family in Watsonville. This area made a good halfway break, and I got to like it very much. I subscribed to a Paso paper to get a feel for what property was available. Eventually a realtor who lived out here showed me this place, and, though larger than I was looking for, I was able to sell a couple of houses I owned down south and purchase it.
HN: How do you spend your time here?
Jim: When I moved here, I was convinced that raising ostriches would be a sure way to a comfortable and prosperous retirement, and I wasn’t the only one. It didn’t work out that way! The birds I have now are emus. They don’t contribute to prosperity either but are a lot less ornery than the ostriches. Now, line dancing, gardening and Hall activities take up most of my time. I fish on both lakes and do a little hunting.
HN: What job have you enjoyed most?
Jim: I’ve only had two in my whole life —the service and driving. Once out of the navy, I got a job with North American Van Lines, a moving company. I really enjoyed this work. Where else would you get paid to drive all over the country, and on top of that meet so many interesting people? After a few years I owned my own truck and trailer, and I was twice selected by North American to be their number one driver at the national conference. I drove cross-country for thirty-five years, three million safe-driving miles, and I’ve been in every state and visited every state capitol.

HN: Tell us about your family now.
Jim: I’m married to Kay, who has a son living here on the ranch and a daughter in Apple Valley. I have a daughter who went to BYU and still lives in Utah. My grandson has just returned from his two-year Mormon mission in the Ukraine. I am also a Mormon although I did not grow up as one. We had a neighbor in Watsonville when I was a kid who introduced me to the faith, and I was baptized in the ‘60's. I am also a Mason and a Shriner.

HN: What do you like best about life here?

Jim: Great neighbors, very supportive people. Living in the country you have more freedom to do what you want.
HN: What is your favorite memory of living here?
Jim: The day the buffaloes got free! We got a call from Pat across the road saying that we should close our gate, as there was a herd of buffaloes running down the road. Despite our doubts, we knew Pat to be a sober man, and it was 7:30 in the morning, so we went out to the gate and, sure enough, huge shaggy beasts were cantering down the road and jumping fences left and right! By the end of the day they’d settled down and were dozing in the shade of an oak across the road.

HN: How have you seen Bryson-Hesperia change over the time you’ve been here?

Jim: In my twenty years here I’ve noticed that bigger houses are being built and are replacing mobiles, just as Kay and I have done right here. I think the area has improved with nicer people moving in. When I was first here, some areas were virtual no-go zones due to illegal activities that were being conducted there. That has changed for the better now.

HN: How do you see the community changing over the next twenty-five years?
Jim: I hope things don’t change too much. This is a nice community with trustworthy people moving in, and I hope that trend continues. Other than that, I have plot 22 at the Plato cemetery reserved. Kay asks why anyone would want to end up down there with the snakes, squirrels, and gophers, but this is my home and I’ll be happy there.
HN: Thank you, Jim.

An Easter Vacation Camping Adventure by Wayne Harris

It was Easter week school vacation in 1946. The “Three Musketeers” as we called ourselves, Bill Dayton, Warren Church (whose mother was the teacher at the Bryson (Pleyto) School), and myself, Wayne Harris, decided to go camping. So we each rolled up a couple of blankets around some canned goods and food products. (Backpacks were not available back then.) With a shovel, an ax, and a .22 caliber rifle, we headed for the western hills.

We crossed the first range of hills through Waterdog Pass, heading into part of the Hearst Ranch property. We knew we were trespassing, but that only made it more exciting, so we kept our eyes open for the range-riding patrol cowboy.

We finally found a good looking meadow along a flowing stream and set up camp. I will admit, it was kind of a crude camp, but it was the first time any of us had done it. Sleeping bags were unknown to us at that time in our lives, so you can be sure the sleeping was very uncomfortable, bumpy, cold, and very hard. We built campfires to heat our pork and beans (from the can) and other very crude meals. A couple of rabbits provided our fresh meat. A modern-day dietician would probably have had a cat fit —but, what the heck! — we Three Musketeers were having a good time. So we spent the week living very primitively but having a blast!

On Easter Day, we packed up, again very primitively. As we reached the top of the ridge, we decided to take a side trip to the top of Crystal Peak for a wonderful view, then we headed back down to Waterdog Pass and waded across the river. We three bedraggled guys hiked up the Hesperia Ridge to the Dayton home. You can be sure we were three very sorry looking Musketeers, but we’d had a memorable week.

I am never at an overlook on Hesperia Ridge but that I look across the Bryson Valley to see Crystal Peak — and have happy memories.

2010 Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendars

The Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar 2010 sold out early in the day at the Country Faire in October. Those of you who missed out on buying one may yet be able to get one by going to the store at Lake San Antonio Resort. The store bought twenty calendars for resale and still has a few left.
Spanish at the Hall by Aurora Denny

A small group of dedicated aficionados has been meeting at the hall to study/practice the Spanish language. I will have to take a break from organizing these meetings, as I am going to be away during January and much of February, but I would love to hear from anyone who would like to participate next spring. Ideas for activities are also welcome.
Hasta pronto amigos!
Pasta and Roses by Jane Miller

Sunday, January 31, is the day to stop by Mission San Antonio. There will be free rose cuttings available in the Padre’s Garden. If you have ever seen the roses blooming in late spring, you know there are some truly beautiful varieties for rooting and growing in your own garden. From 11:00 am to 3:30 pm, the Annual Spaghetti Dinner will be offering dinners for $7 (adults) and $4 (children 12 and under). Drinks and homemade desserts will also be on sale.
True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt and Mary Ann Reinstedt

As of the time of your reading this article, we will have returned from our high school trip to Hume Lake Christian Camp in the Sierras, outside Fresno in Kings Canyon National Park. We are looking forward to the trip and what God has in store for all of us there. We will be taking our middle school Hume trip near the end of February. Whether or not there is snow on the ground, Hume is usually a powerful, wonderful, and often life-changing time for the youth and counselors. This year they will be continuing the awesome teaching and worship bands, as well as the famous Broom Hockey tournament and the newer Box Sled Blitz in which each church builds a sled using only cardboard and duct tape and races it down the tube run, being judged for speed and creativity.

In addition to our Hume trips, we will be continuing our evening youth nights in 2010, and all youth, grades 6–12, are welcome to join us. Call us for times and dates or if you need a ride. Our number is (805) 472-9325. If you would like to donate to help a local youth get to Hume Lake, please give us a call and we can tell you how, or you can talk to Carla Martinez at any Hall function as well. God bless you all, thanks for all your support for local youth, and Happy New Year.

Fishing with Rich by Rich Lingor

Fishing in January is a dance with the whims of the weather fortunes. The days are starting to get longer, warmer weather is coming, and the pieces of the angling puzzle will continue to shift. The fish's environment has been subjected to the cumulative chilling effect of the coldest season of the year. As cold-water creatures, the surrounding environment regulates the metabolism and the body temperature of our quarry. Cold water temperatures take the activity level, feeding frequency, and propensity to respond to the stimulus of feeding opportunity down several notches. The forage base of shad minnows, crawdads, and miscellaneous small fish and insects is slowed by the same dynamic that they share with the predatory game fish. In chilly water, the fish will still feed and react to feeding opportunities and to your lures. They are less likely to move very far or very quickly. Consider that their normal food supply is not moving very far or very quickly either. A much smaller strike zone and less frequent feeding activity of the game fish challenge the catching part of the fishing equation, but with this challenge comes the benefit of a more stationary and predictable target. Choosing lures that can be fished slowly and deliberately gives the winter angler the opportunity to match the predator's expectation of minimal movement from their feed. Winter condition lures that can fit this scenario include jigs, soft plastic worms, or soft plastic assorted creatures, as well as vertically jigged metal lures such as Kastmaster or Hopkins “jigging spoons.” Lures in this category mimic the action of the shad or minnows that are distressed by the cold water, thus rendering them vulnerable, easy targets for the opportunistic predator. So if you have the urge to get out on the water, give this a try and adapt to the moment.

If Santa didn't bring you a new fishing license, go get one just in case of an emergency!

This Month in the Garden by Carolyn Lingor

I hope you all had a blessed and restful Christmas season, because now that it’s January, it’s back to work in the garden. January is THE best month to put in bare root plants, from roses to strawberries to fruit trees. The earlier in the month that you purchase your bare root stock, the better chance you have to get just what you were looking for. You should plan to plant your bare rootstock as soon as you get it home, unless it has been commercially wrapped, so I recommend having at least a plan before you go shopping. When you get your plants home, place them in a bucket of water while you dig your hole. Do not leave them in the bucket more than a few hours. If you’ve never put in bare root plants before, most nurseries will have an instruction sheet for the specific plant you have chosen and/or well-informed staff to show you what to do.

The other big job that should be done in January is pruning, including roses, grapes, and deciduous fruit trees. Each type of fruit tree is pruned in a slightly different manner, depending on its growth pattern. For instance, most plums require heavy pruning to keep the tree manageable and to produce quality fruit, whereas apple trees, once established, require little pruning. If you have a lot of different types of fruit, invest in a good book on pruning, or take advantage of the Internet to check university and extension services’ websites for more information.

Peach and nectarine trees will benefit from being sprayed with dormant oil and a sulphur spray to prevent diseases specific to these trees. January is the best time to do this job. If it rains within forty-eight hours of spraying with sulphur, you will need to repeat the treatment. I no longer spray my other fruit trees, although many arborists recommend it. The dormant oil spray is supposed to prevent insects from getting a foothold, but I find with a small home orchard, it just doesn’t seem to be necessary.

If you have as many roses, grapes, and trees as I do, pruning will be enough to keep you hopping the entire month.

May you have a floriferous and fruitful New Year. 
The Puzzler
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
The Puzzler was disappointed that no one would care enough to figure out that 102 - 62 = 64 = 43 while 103 - 63 = 784 = 282.
Since the Puzzler only has an eleven-month contract, he will be taking the month off to try and recover his enthusiasm. Happy New Year to the faithful few.
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Dues are Due!

Your Hall membership expired on December 31st.  For your convenience, there is a renewal/application form below.  Please indicate the address you would like your newsletter mailed to.  Membership includes one free rental of the Hall per year and eligibility for annual Hall calendar judging.
Hesperia Hall Membership Form

Mail checks ($20 per household) payable to Hesperia Hall to Ann Brown, 2280 Sapaque Road, Bradley, CA  93426

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email address ______________________________________________  Phone _________________________________________

Mail newsletter to (if different from above) _____________________________________________________________________

NOTE TO ADVERTISERS:  All advertisers are reminded that they need to renew payments for placing their ads in News from the Hall. Ad payments are for placing ads to appear in eleven issues of this newsletter, though there will actually be an additional issue this year. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley CA 93426.

January Calendar Highlights
3
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
4
Yoga 6:30pm
5
Board Meeting at Janice Smith-Ramseier’s 7pm, all welcome
6
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
7
Line Dancing classes 7pm
10
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

11
Yoga 6:30pm 

12
Book Mobile 3 –  4pm
14
Line Dancing classes 7pm
15
January potluck 7pm
17
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
18
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Yoga 6:30pm
20
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
21
Line Dancing classes 7pm
24
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
25
Yoga 6:30pm
26
Book Mobile 3 –  4pm
28
Line Dancing classes 7pm
31
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm









