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News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

Once again, a huge thanks goes to the Steele family for creating such a unique and wonderful Christmas party. We all look forward to this event every year.

Last February it was mentioned in this column that the Board had formed a Preservation Committee. We hope to develop a plan to preserve the structure. The agreed purpose of the committee is initially to assess the Hall’s present condition and then form a plan of action by analyzing our findings, including input/information from the community. During this developmental process, community meetings bringing together Board members with anyone and everyone interested enough to get involved will be held. We welcome your ideas and everyone will be invited to contribute.

Several community members attended our last Board meeting. They expressed concern about discussions they understood the Board has had on how to best preserve the Hall. We appreciate their concern. That there is so much love for this community asset is nothing to us but good. Please be assured that before anything is done to the building, aside from routine maintenance needs, all Hall members wishing to have input on how best to preserve the structure will have the opportunity to do so. Once final ideas are developed, a process that will probably take several years, we plan on the membership’s taking the opportunity to vote on implementing these suggestions before proceeding.

Please plan to attend our January potluck. Army LTC Stacy Babcock (US Army), Deputy Base Commander, will be there to tell us what is currently going on over at Fort Hunter Liggett. If you have any questions – bring ‘em on. The CDF will also be attending to issue burn permits and brief us on their current concerns.

The first monthly potluck of 2012 will begin at 7:00 pm on January 20 at Hesperia Hall. Army LTC Stacy Babcock, Deputy Base Commander, will be present to report on what is currently going on at Fort Hunter Liggett, and CalFire has confirmed that they will attend at 6:30 pm to issue burn permits and to update attendees on fire issues and concerns.

Santa at Hesperia Hall 2011

True to what is now Hall tradition, Santa Claus made a visit to Hesperia Hall for the December potluck, meeting and conferring with local youngsters and distributing gifts. Photos by Fred Kenyan.

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee would like to express thanks to Bill and Jane Munger for their generous annual donation as well as for their solid support of the Hall throughout the year. The December Christmas party and potluck at the Hall, hosted wonderfully once again by the Steele family, provided great fun and community thankfulness. We were pleased with the return of scholarship recipients past and present at this event and happy to hear of many more students on their way home from college to spend time with their families in our wonderful community over the holiday season.

The scholarship fund was richly blessed in 2011, so thank you to all donors that made individual contributions and/or supported the raffle quilt. The New Year is upon us, so students will be back to their new semester/quarter, and we will be working to keep up our annual support of their endeavors. We look forward to working with students, parents, and supporters to continue a robust community scholarship program.

If you have any questions about the scholarship program or wish to establish a college savings account for your children, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Annual Meeting and Election by Carol Kenyon

Hall President Carol Kenyon called the Hesperia Hall Foundation Annual Meeting to order at 6:45 pm on December 16, 2011, prior to the annual Hall Christmas potluck. Members present voted for the 2012 Board of Directors. Results of that ballot appear below.

Cherie Landon presented a summary of the Hall Financial Report as prepared by Secretary/Treasurer Lois Lindley, who was unable to attend. Copies of the summary may be obtained by contacting Lois. The full annual report will be published in a future issue of News from the Hall after all numbers have been finalized.

Board of Directors for 2012

Carol Kenyon – President

Ed Buntz – Vice President/Scholarship Chairman

Lois Lindley – Secretary/Treasurer

Carla Martinez – Membership

Janice Smith-Ramseier – Hall Scheduling

Jim Brand – Director

Cherie Landon – Director

Tom Walters – Director

Rupert Lyle – Director

Mission Benefit Concert by Jane Miller

Mission San Antonio needs help! The State of California is requiring an earthquake retrofit by 2017. The current estimate is that $10,000,000 is needed to complete the project. With only thirty-five registered families, the Mission is going to need help from friends and neighbors as well as from large corporations and other donors.

On Sunday, January 29, you will have an opportunity to help save the mission. There will be a benefit concert with the Ciaramella Ensemble at 10:00 am following mass. Tickets are $20/person. Following the concert, you may pick up free rose cuttings in the Padre’s Garden and then have a spaghetti dinner in the dining room for $10/person.

If you would like to buy a spaghetti dinner for a soldier, please contact the Gift Store.

Amateur (Ham) Radio Class by John Lindly

There is a wealth of reasons one may be interested in and benefit from becoming an amateur radio operator. Consider the following list. Does one or more interest ring true with you?

· Emergency communication

· CERT

· Local communications with other hams

· Communications where there is no cell service

· Communications while on outings

· Worldwide communications

· Digital communications

· Satellite communications

· Contesting

· Technical Hobby

· Just learn something new

No matter where your interests may be in amateur radio communications, this class will be the beginning step.

A ham radio class for the entry level Technician Class will once again be offered in the Southern Monterey County area. Tom Foster and Jack Lindley together have over ninety years experience in amateur radio and will be instructing a class beginning Wednesday evenings, January 25 through February 29, at 6:45 pm to 8:30 pm. Classes will be held at the Guild Hall, St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Jolon. Emphasis will be on the practical application and operation as well as the technical knowledge to pass the FCC exam.

There is no charge for the class. A $15.00 testing fee is charged by the ARRL VEC at the beginning of the test. A test will be given at the conclusion of review time following the classes, or at any test session offered by a volunteer examination team.

Morse Code is no longer required.

Recommended text: The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual, 2nd Edition, available through www.arrl.org or www.amazon.com. Don't rush to buy the manual; there are probably some around locally.

Also on line you can go to www.hamexam.org, an interactive site with all of the questions in the current question pool.

For further information or to sign up call Tom Foster at (831) 385-5327, or Jack Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Fruit Tree Grafting by Ed Buntz

We have requested that the California Rare Fruit Grower’s Organization return to the Hall for our annual fruit tree grafting demonstration/class at Hesperia Hall in conjunction with our potluck on March 16, 2012. Prior to that date, there are a few items that may be of interest to Hall members.

1. CRFG will conduct its Annual Scion Exchange and Grafting Party at Cal Poly on Saturday, February 18, 2012. There will be continuous grafting demonstrations by six experts, including avocado grafting and a huge scion exchange. Attendees are encouraged to bring healthy and non-patented scions. There will be a good selection of deciduous fruit tree rootstock and selected grafting supplies available for sale. The meeting location is the Crops Unit on campus, corner of Highland and Mt. Bishop Road (free admission and free parking). Several Hall members have expressed interest in fruit tree grafting for trees other than apple. This is an opportunity to attend and learn about the possibility of expanding our annual Hall event.

2. If you would like to attend either or both events and have existing fruit trees, follow the following instructions to collect scions: 

a. Cut pencil-sized scions from this year’s growth in January or February (when leaves have all fallen off and before buds are popping out).

b. Choose buds close together to have the best growth potential.

c. Cut to length (8 – 12“). Store by wrapping in damp paper towel or newspaper, place in zip lock bag, label each cutting, and then place in refrigerator. Do not freeze!

d. Bring your scions to the February class at Cal Poly and/or to the Hall on March 16th.

If you would like to attend the Cal Poly class on February 18th as part of the Hesperia Hall contingent, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 for car pool arrangements. We hope to use this class to organize collectively our approach to the Hall class in March.

CRFG always welcomes volunteers to assist in their school education and community orchard projects, so consider helping them by volunteering some of your time. Their web site is http://www.crfg-central.org/, or feel free to call Marv and Pet Daniels at (805) 773-9311.

This newsletter will have updates in February and again in March on these activities.

SMCRC Final Report of 2011 by Susan Raycraft

At the last meeting for this year, the South Monterey County Rural Coalition reviewed the status of planning for addressing the Yellow Star Thistle (YST) threat in Monterey County. Progress has been made in bringing together all the affected parties and expanding communication among them. Information is being gathered and compiled in formats and locations that will be accessible to all.

The January meeting, at which critical decisions relating to the Demonstration Project being planned for the Oak Savannah Corridor will be made, is scheduled for Wednesday, January 18, at 5:00 pm at St. Luke’s Guild Hall. Hesperia Hall members are invited to begin the New Year by joining their neighbors in a community-wide effort at solving a problem affecting all of us and the land we love. We’ll see you in January.

Fishing with Rich by Rich Lingor

Without the sunshine, warm days, and the music of spring's chirping wildlife, inspiration for January's "Fishing with Rich" column began with the calendar. Editors’ January deadline of mid-December and the accompanying dreary, chilly drizzle can dampen an angler's desire to test our outdoors. The air is cold, the water is cold, and the fish are cold. Christmas, New Year, and accompanying family and social responsibilities tend to keep even the most enthusiastic angler occupied.

As winter erratically loosens its nasty grip on the outdoors, pleasant clusters of spring-like, warm days interrupt prevailing seasonal patterns. While waiting for early, pleasant, limited weather windows, preparation can make the most of those rare and special days. Standard suggestions for winter's downtime include buying new line, inspecting line guides on rods and reels for wear and grooves, replacing dull hooks, and restocking basic terminal tackle items. The underwater, hidden world of hazards tends to consume a steady diet of anything that gets tied to a line. Re-acquainting yourself with your well-stocked inventory before your first trip of the new year can give you more time to focus on angling when you finally get to the water. Sorting through a tangled tackle box ahead of time is more productive than knitting little sweaters for the fish.

Flipping the page on the calendar reminds anglers of the one thing that can drain the life out of an impulsive reaction to early fishing weather: realizing that it is a new year and you have not yet gotten your new license. Fishing licenses continue to be available at sporting goods departments of the big box stores and major sporting goods retailers. Last year, the California Department of Fish and Game made licenses available online at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/ols/.

If you are hardy enough to brave the more challenging weather or are anxious enough to test early weather breaks, try targeting spotted bass at Lake Nacimiento. Spotted bass seem to continue biting more often when other species are spending all of their energy shivering. While winter's ice-cold nights and days drive most of the warm water species deep, spotted bass often seem to defy the pattern. The rest of the fish may join the activity after periods of stable weather. Transition from winter to spring with its false starts and stops can present the prepared, anxious angler with a head start on some fun. So get your license and get ready.

Tight Lines!

Portraits of Home by Rupert Lyle

Relatively new to our area, Earl Nursement and his wife Linda have become regulars at Hall potlucks over the last few years. And he doesn't just eat and drink! Always on call to help out when volunteers are needed, his strength and enthusiasm are particularly appreciated. Hall News (HN) recently enjoyed a conversation with Earl.

HN: Tell us a little about your family and where and how you grew up.
Earl: I grew up in Holydale, east of Los Angeles, until the age of fifteen when we moved to Chino. I was the second child and have two brothers and one sister. My Dad was a builder of custom homes. I graduated from Chino High School where I played baseball, basketball, and football and went on to the University of Nevada in Reno. I was a part of the baseball team that won the NCAA championship one year and came second another. In ‘66 I was signed by the St. Louis Cardinals and missed my last year of college. I had a low draft number, so, after a year with the Cardinals, I enlisted in the army rather than be drafted into the infantry. I specialized in clinical psychology and administered tests to soldiers who were having difficulties. After just six months, I received a medical discharge because of a problem with my ankles. It was not something that affected playing sports but came to light with the hours of standing around that was a part of military life. I went back to the Cardinals but injured my arm in the very first game I played. The team kept me on for an entire year in the hopes that the arm would recover, but it never did to the extent that I could continue to play at the highest level.
After a short stint as a loan officer, I joined the Pomona fire department and worked there for fifteen years. Although I enjoyed the work, I eventually became burnt out with dealing with death and the traumatic injuries we so frequently saw as a part of our work. In ‘83 I graduated from Cal State Fullerton with my teaching credential and started teaching at Southgate High School. My main aim was to coach sports, and eventually I became head baseball coach at Carson High School.

HN: What brought you to the area and when?
Earl: In ‘83 my wife Linda and I had a daughter and decided we wanted to raise her in a different environment. We moved to Templeton with no work in prospect. Linda continued to work at Banning High School, and I eventually landed a job at the Youth Authority out by Paso Robles Airport. Later Linda also worked there and went on to become assistant principal. I was the PE instructor initially and later become the Procurement Officer, supervising many areas of the operation. In 2005 I retired after twenty-one years, and we sold our house in Templeton. We had known a local resident, Dan Biddick, at the Youth Authority (as a colleague, not inmate), and he introduced us to Bryson-Hesperia. We moved here in 2006.
HN: How do you spend your time here?
Earl: I officiate high school baseball and referee basketball for the C.I.F., which takes me all over this part of the country. I like to hunt doves and quail and the occasional hog, but only what we’ll eat. Linda and I love to go on cruises and try to get away each year. Next year we hope to go to Asia on a one-month cruise that will visit Russia, Korea, the coast of China, and all the way down to Singapore and Thailand. Our bucket list also includes an overland trip in China, but that may be a little way off. In the past, we cruised Alaska and through the Panama Canal.
HN: What job have you enjoyed most during your career?
Earl: Well, I’d have to say playing baseball. What could be better than being paid for playing a kids’ game? Other than that, it would have to be coaching sports. At Southgate High, I was forced to coach girls’ track, something I knew nothing about. But by studying and talking to knowledgeable people, I was able to get up to speed, and it came to be some of the most rewarding coaching I’ve ever done. I found the girls to be much more appreciative of my efforts for them than boys ever were. 
HN: Tell us about your family now.
Earl: My wife of thirty-plus years, Linda, and I have a daughter. She’s now twenty-eight, a Cal Poly graduate, and recently married. She teaches in Morgan Hill and is working on her MA. Linda’s family has a long history as educators in the L.A. area.
HN: What do you like best about life here?
Earl: I like the community and the Hall as its center. The potlucks are such a good way to stay in touch with your neighbors and to keep abreast of what’s going on locally. I love the peace and quiet here, looking at the stars. This is such a nice place to live. What’s not to like?
HN: Do you have a favorite memory of the area?
Earl: We haven’t been here that long, so perhaps my favorite memory is of seeing the eastern half of our home finally make it down the drive. It had come from the factory in Southern California, and the Mark I version rolled off the trailer at the bottom of the Grapevine. Mark II made it as far as the intersection of I-5 and H-46 before it and the truck parted company. It was with considerable relief that we finally saw Mark III coming along Smith Road.
HN: Have you noticed many changes in the area in the time you’ve been here?
Earl: We’ve only been here a few years and haven’t really noticed many changes.
HN: How would you like to see things change over the next twenty-five years?
Earl: One thing I would like to see is an improvement in the condition of the local roads. But more than that, I really hope that the cohesiveness of the community does not diminish and that the Hall continues to thrive. Living here takes me back to growing up in Holydale with potlucks and get-togethers. Linda and I are very happy living here. This place is a little paradise.
HN: Thank you, Earl.
True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Happy New Year! As you read this, our high schoolers are probably packing for their trip to Hume Lake Christian Camp in the Sierras, and our middle schoolers are eagerly looking toward their trip in February. As of this writing, we will be taking close to thirty youth plus counselors on the two Hume Lake trips, and we are excited about what God will do in everyone's hearts and lives. Hume Lake is traditionally a wonderful, and often life-changing time for youth, and this year's theme of being in Awe of God promises to help them see how amazing He is and how much they can trust their lives to Him.

Thanks so much to all who supported our fundraising history/cookbook More Treasures Under the Oaks. It is playing a huge part in making the trip possible. Thanks, also, to all the businesses that agreed to carry the book for us. It is so appreciated! We still have copies of the book available, so if you missed it, or want to give copies to family members or friends, you can get copies locally at Bee Rock Store, Pleyto Store, Lockwood Store, at True Life Christian Fellowship on Sunday mornings, or via PayPal at www.truelifecf.org. We continue to get wonderful feedback on the book, and it is exciting to see how it is blessing so many people while it blesses our youth.

You can call us with any youth group or history-cookbook questions at (805) 472-9325. Again, thanks to all!

The Puzzler

Only 2 two-digit numbers are equal to three times the product of their digits. Find the difference between those 2 numbers.

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER

One reader, Gloria Wilson, sent in the correct solution. The trees were arranged in the form of a five-pointed star with a tree at each crossing and point to make five rows of four trees each.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

NOTE TO ADVERTISERS: All advertisers are reminded that they need to renew payments for placing their ads in News from the Hall. Ad payments are for placing ads to appear in eleven issues of this newsletter. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA 93426.
January Calendar Highlights

1
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

2
Yoga 5:30pm

3
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

4
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

8
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

9
Yoga 5:30pm

15
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

16
Yoga 6:30pm

18
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm


SMCRC Meeting – 5pm

20
Potluck 7pm

22
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

23
Yoga 5:30pm

25
Ham Radio Class 6:45 – 8:30pm

29
Mission Benefit Concert – 10am


Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

30
Yoga 5:30pm

Feb1
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm


Ham Radio Class 6:45 – 8:30pm

5
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

6
Yoga 5:30pm

7
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

2011 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Carol Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley
Directors – Jim Brand, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters
Membership – Carla Martinez
Hall Scheduling– Janice Smith-Ramseier
Maintenance – David Villegas
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carla Martinez, 76346 Hesperia Rd, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local community organization.

Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $50 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter featuring various news and instructional articles of interest to those living in the Bryson-Hesperia community, along with advertisements from local vendors and services. The editorial views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

