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News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

Here comes March, and with it the Annual Grafting Class 101 presented by the California Rare Fruit Growers Association. The class will be conducted at the Hall at 5:00 pm, immediately preceding the March 18 potluck. The Association’s many talented members make learning how to graft fruit trees a real fun event. Many of your neighbors are beginning to harvest apples this dedicated group previously taught us to graft to semi-dwarf rootstock they supplied. The CRFGA and the Hall will supply all necessary materials.
Our Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) wants to inform anyone interested that there will be a CERT Training class starting at the end of March. They have also arranged a CPR class beginning on March 12. If you are interested in attending either class and desire more specific information, please contact Linda Plumb at (805) 472-2518, or Ann Brown at (805) 472-9664.

And don’t forget to note on your calendar that the annual Hesperia Hall Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant sale will be held on April 17. It’s a week earlier this year. Please join us and help make it another great day.

The next meeting of the Hesperia Hall Board of Directors is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday, April 5, 2011, at the Hall. Board meetings are generally held the first Tuesday of each month. As ever, all members are encouraged to attend.
Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz
The Scholarship Committee would like to remind all aspiring college or technical school students that Hall scholarship applications for academic year 2011-2012 are due no later than April 1, 2011. Application forms are available on our web site www.hesperiahall.org.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

February Potluck
A small band of stalwarts braved rain and bluster to attend the February 18 potluck. Unfortunately, Cal Fire representatives did not, so burn permits were not available after all.

The next Hesperia Hall potluck takes place on March 18 and begins at the usual time of 7:00 pm. It will be preceded at 5:00 pm by the annual apple tree grafting demonstration/class conducted by the California Rare Fruit Growers Association (see article).
CERT News by Carla Martinez

I hope everyone is taking advantage of our beautiful and sunny weather to begin fire proofing our properties for the coming summer. Your Community Emergency Response Team, or CERT, is hard at work organizing several things which you may want to take advantage of and become involved with. We have begun our amateur radio operator classes on Wednesday nights. These classes will continue through March with the goal of all participants taking the exam in April. If you are interested in joining this group, please contact Jack Lindley at (805) 472-9556.
We are also scheduled to participate in the nationwide “CPR Saturday” sponsored by the American Red Cross (ARC). This is an opportunity to gain CPR training at absolutely no cost. Please contact Nikki at the Salinas ARC office at (831) 424-4824 to register. The class will be held on Saturday, March 12, in Soledad.

We might as well call March “CERT Month,” as we are also beginning our official CERT training classes. These classes are open to anyone in the community who wishes to participate. The classes will be held on Saturdays (March 19, 26, and April 2) at the Cal Fire Station in King City. Again, these classes are free, but space is limited, and you must call either me at (805) 391-3185, or Linda Plumb at (805) 472-2518 to be registered. This training is excellent as you learn what you can do to prepare for an emergency or a disaster. When I was trained, the information allowed me to take a close look at my home and consider what I need to remain safe, shelter in place, evacuate if necessary, preserve important documents, as well as to administer emergency first aid, and, in other ways, help my neighbors.

Please plan to participate in any or all of these events. They may save your life or that of someone you love. Our next CERT meeting is scheduled for Saturday, March 5, at 4:00 pm at Hesperia Hall. We welcome all who are interested. Please come join us!

Planning for New Play by Daphne Denny

The Hesperia Thespian Society will meet at the Denny family home on Interlake Road on Sunday, March 13, at 1:00 pm to begin planning for their next play to be staged next summer. Anyone who would like to participate in any capacity is invited to attend. Actors are needed, of course, but for those who do not want to be on stage, there will be plenty of work to be done in scenery, costumes, make-up, lighting, and all the millions of little details that make up a play. It is a great deal of fun, and theatrical people are delightful to be around, so if you would like to be part of it, come join us. If you need directions or more information before choosing to be part of all this fun, call Daphne Denny at (805) 472-9036.

Grafting Class at Hesperia Hall by Ed Buntz

The California Rare Fruit Grower’s Organization (CRFG.org) has graciously volunteered to conduct the annual apple tree grafting demonstration/class at Hesperia Hall in conjunction with our potluck on March 18. Everything is free for attendees; the Hall pays for the rootstock and the potting soil. CRFG will bring instructors and necessary equipment. There will be fifty trees, so please call Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 if you are attending the class and wish to take home at least one tree. We do have a few one-gallon plastic pots left from last year, but we will need a few more to cover all fifty grafted trees. CRFG brings various scions, and attendees are welcome to bring apple scions of their choosing to graft onto the rootstock. The class will start promptly at 5:00 pm in order to allow plenty of time to complete the demonstrations and to graft, pot, and water all the trees. The potluck will commence at the usual time of 7:00 pm.
Bus Service into Paso Robles by Katie Banister

A new Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST) bus line will be established for service between Fort Hunter Liggett and Paso Robles. The new line will be number 83. A map and schedule can be seen at http://www.mst.org/wp-content/media/83.pdf.The route will travel from the Fort along Jolon Road with a stop in Lockwood, then to Highway 101 with a stop in San Miguel, and into Paso Robles. In Paso, the bus will stop at the Transit Center at 8th and Pine Streets where other bus and train connections can be made. The bus will travel twice a day in both directions. A ribbon cutting ceremony will take place on March 25 at 10:00 am on base; service will begin after that date.

I believe a bus line to Paso Robles following Interlake to Nacimiento Lake Road would service a greater number of people and should be considered by MST. If you agree, call Supervisor Salinas's office as well as the MST to comment. Supervisor Salinas's office can be reached at (831) 755-5033, and the MST at (888) 678-2871.

Bradley Bulldog Fun Run by Jessica Riley

Exercise is good for the heart, and now it’s good for your conscience! On March 26, Bradley School plays host to the 18th Annual Bradley Bulldog Run, which raises money for the Marjorie Vicente Memorial Fund. Named after a promising young woman whose life was cut tragically short, the Marjorie Vicente Memorial Fund provides scholarships to Bradley School graduates who pursue higher education and vocational dreams. Current recipients attend UC Berkeley, UC Santa Barbara, and Cal Poly, among other colleges and universities. Bradley welcomes runners and walkers of all shapes and sizes to join fellow enthusiasts at Bradley School on Saturday, March 26, rain or shine. Check-in begins at 8:45 am. Registration prices are $5 for students ($10 includes a shirt) and $10 for adults ($15 includes a shirt). Medals are given to first, second, and third place for men and women.

Like the sound of it, but already have something on your schedule? The Marjorie Vicente Memorial Fund welcomes donations in any amount. Donations can be mailed to Bradley USD, Attn: Marjorie Vicente Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 60, Bradley, CA 93426. Anonymous donations can be made directly to Rabobank at 845 Spring Street in Paso Robles.

Dutch Oven Event

Saturday, March 26, is the date for the 6th Annual Nacitone Dutch Oven Dinner. Come early, at 2:30 pm, to see how the food is prepared, or come at 5:30 pm for dinner. Del Andrus, Professional Dutch Oven Cook, will be there to help prepare and teach the art of Dutch oven cooking. Dinner reservations are requested by March 20th to Lester at (831) 385-3866, Rob at (831) 395-5728, Donald at (831) 385-0757, or Kathy at (831) 385-1585. If you would like to volunteer to help in setting up or cleaning up, please call Lester. Additional help will be much appreciated.
Tickets are $20.00 in advance, or $25.00 at the dinner. There are no children's rates. Contact Kathy at (831) 385-1585, Don at (831) 385-0757, Leslie at (831) 385-5728, or any Nacitone member for tickets. Join us at 69125 Jolon Road, Lockwood.
Calendar Countdown by Jo Geary

First, congratulations to the Calendar Committee, photographers, and all the judges who, among them, made the 2011 Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar a tremendous success, so much so that we sold out before Christmas. Well done, everybody.

Now, on to business: As usual, time is running away and the deadline for entries in the 2012 calendar judging, March 31, is looming, so be sure to keep your cameras handy, eyes sharp, and sense of humor to the fore. If you have not entered before, please give it a try. Every year there are new entrants, and many (to their surprise) get selected. The judging is carried out by everybody and anybody who wishes to participate, no restrictions, so the outcome is always a truly democratic selection. Judging will be held at the Hall on Saturday, June 4, so mark your calendar as you will not want to miss this popular event. Wine and light refreshments will be available to help you keep up your strength whilst making your selections.

Rules for entry in the calendar judging
1. All entries to be taken by a current member of Hesperia Hall.

2. Up to 4 entries per member.

3. All entries to be taken within the 93426* zip code area and part of Lockwood**.

4. All entries to be approximately 8"x10" landscape format, and, if possible, accompanied by digital file.

5. All entries to be received by the March 31 deadline.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please call (805) 472-0429.

*93426 area covers Bradley, Jolon Road to Interlake Road including Lake San Antonio North Shore, Bryson Hesperia, Lake San Antonio South Shore, Oak Shores, Nacimiento Dam, and Nacimiento Lake Drive.

**Lockwood area includes the triangle from Jolon Road to Lockwood Fire Station, to San Antonio Valley Community Center, to Lockwood Store.

San Antonio Mission Days by Jane Miller

Visit Mission San Antonio de Padua on Saturday, April 9, from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm to see the Mission as it might have been during the height of the California Mission era. There will be costumed docents portraying vaqueros, artisans, padres, and neophytes. Demonstrations will include acorn grinding, adobe brick making, weaving, bead making, face painting, Indian games, and tortilla making. Watch a forge master and join in the early California dances. There will be a concert in the church by the New World Baroque Orchestra. Take a guided tour with archaeologist, Professor Robert Hoover, local naturalist, Charles Ewing, or on the Access America wagon. Round the day off with a plate of early California food for $10. Admission is $10 per vehicle payable on entry.

SAVHA Spring Tour by Susan Raycraft

Wayne Harris has long been associated with Hesperia Hall and offers a wonderful service to old timers and newcomers, and to anyone else interested in local history with his “Tour Between the Lakes, Trip into the Past.” Wayne 's willingness to share his love and experience of the places he wandered as a youth is a gift that will be offered to San Antonio Valley Historical Association (SAVHA) members and friends on the annual Spring Tour which will take place Saturday, April 16.
Bryson Hesperia folks may want to meet up at the Hall around 9:00 am to carpool to the museum at South Shore, Lake San Antonio, where Wayne will share opening remarks at 10:00 am and lay out the path on which he will lead the group. Go through the South Shore entry gate and make the first left about one mile past the gate, onto Lynch Hill Road; travel about 100 yards; turn right onto the road that leads to the museum (the sign reads Administration/Museum); travel about fifty yards, and you will enter the museum parking lot. If you do not take that right, you will end up at the South Shore Marina.

If you have never visited this jewel of a museum, come early to get acquainted with it; the building opens at 9:00 am. From the museum, we will load into vans and the largest vehicles to caravan into the hills, starting with the interesting geological features near Nacimiento Dam.
You can bring a sack lunch to eat at the picnic tables outside Hesperia Hall, where the tour ends, probably between noon and 1:00 pm. Hall volunteers will be busy preparing for the Hesperia Hall Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Sale scheduled for the following day, so we will remain outside for lunch, without kitchen access. In the past, attendees have brought yummy things to share, and that is still an option, just nothing that has to be warmed up.

Hope to see you there; the wildflowers should be great this year. Those wanting to carpool from Lockwood will meet at the store and leave for the museum by 9:15 am.

SAVHA is currently working on creating an "Emergency Rescue Committee" for the old Tidball store building in Jolon. Plans will be discussed at the regular Board Meeting on March 26 at 10:00 am at St. Luke's Episcopal Church hall, located across the road from the Tidball in old Jolon. The public is cordially invited, particularly anyone interested in the preservation of local historic structures.
Time to Order Baby Chicks by Daphne Denny

I usually order baby chicks from a hatchery every spring, and I aim to receive them around the first week in April. If I get them at this time, they will mature in time to begin laying eggs in mid-September, which is right about the time that my older hens begin to slow down for the winter. The young chickens will provide eggs over the winter while the old hens are resting, and they will continue to lay in the spring when the old hens start again.

If any of you would like to order baby chicks with me, please call, and I will happily add your chicks to my order. I am very happy to place a community order because the larger the order, the lower the price per chick. The hatchery I order from has many breeds available. They also have turkey poults, ducklings, and goslings, in case you would like to try other poultry.

Please call me soon if you want to be part of this order. Call Daphne Denny at (805) 472-9036.
South County LUAC by Ed Buntz

The South County Land Use Committee (LUAC) is currently comprised of Debbie Roberson, Bill Bartosh, Butch Heinsen, Katie Banister, and Ed Buntz. These members were appointed by the Planning Commission to conduct meetings in our local area and advise the Commission on requests that impact the community at large, such as lot line adjustments, subdivisions, and commercial developments including exploratory oil/gas wells. Meetings are open to the public and are scheduled the third Wednesday of each month, 7:00 pm, at the Bradley School District Building, 65600 Dixie Street, Bradley. Check the web site before attending, since meetings are canceled if there are no project requests. Go to http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/, click on County Departments, click on Planning Department (under Resource Management Agency), click on Committees & Agendas/Land Use Advisory Committee, and scroll down to South County. Feel free to call Katie Banister at (805) 472-9217, or Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, if you have any questions about LUAC meetings or projects affecting our local area.

Community Meeting by Susan Raycraft

On Saturday, February 5, Monterey County Supervisor Simon Salinas, County Planning Staff, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) staff, a Western States Petroleum Association representative, citizen groups, and Planning Commissioner Chair Jay Brown addressed a public meeting at Lockwood’s Community Center at Harden Square responding to citizen concerns about the expanding oil and gas development in the Third District of Monterey County. The use of chemically injected deep formation hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” of the Monterey Shale in Lockwood, Jolon, Old Jolon, San Antonio, Bryson-Hesperia, San Antonio Lake, and Hames Valley was just one of many issues on which Supervisor Salinas and Planning Director Mike Novo focused in leading the discussion.

BLM is planning a lease sale of approximately 2600 acres in the Hames Valley, where Venoco has already been issued permits for exploratory wells using the chemically injected hydraulic fracking technique, a process that is distinct from the steam injected shallow well drilling common in San Ardo. As the wells are to be over 8,000 feet deep, they will of necessity use the deep well chemical injected fracking technology. In the past, the wells in Monterey County, especially in San Ardo, have all been what are considered shallow wells, utilizing conventional methods.

There was a great deal of discussion as to whose responsibility protecting water below the surface around any of the new wells actually is, and both agencies represented are working on clarification.

Susan Raycraft chaired the meeting, and Fred Kenyon acted as panel moderator. The meeting was organized by a loose coalition of concerned local people linked mainly by email who came together as HOLD (Halt Oil Lease Drilling) to organize the gathering and create a forum for education and discussion on issues that affect us all. The group now plans to seek citizen involvement in formation of a South Monterey County Citizen's Planning Association, modeled after the every effective CPA in Santa Barbara County. The goal will be to broaden public participation in all issues affecting the public.

Business and Services Expo by Dan Bittick

Hesperia Hall will be hosting a “Business and Services Expo” on May 21, a new event at the Hall. Local businesses, cottage businesses, and services will have the opportunity to showcase their trade and to network with locals. For a $10 fee you will be given a table with digitally printed placards, courtesy of Bullseye Sign Company & Graphics, to display your product/service. Lockwood Store and Diner will provide food for the event. All profits and proceeds from your table fee will go to the Hall. With the exception of sales by the non-profit Lockwood 4-H, no products are to be sold at the event. However, this is an opportunity to establish local contacts for your business. We are hoping to make this an annual event and to give local businesses priority. If you have a business, service, or cottage industry, please attend. To reserve a space, or for more information, call Rich Tomlinson at (805) 472-2095, or Dan Bittick at (805) 550-9161.
Produce Exchange on Winter Break, but…by Gary Hopkins

Although most of the regular venders are taking a winter break from the produce exchange, a number of your neighbors enjoy the weekly opportunity to get together for a little social time. Please feel free to join us. There may even be some produce or other goodies available.

Country Gardens: Enjoying Asparagus by Daphne Denny

March is the month for asparagus.

Of course there are other things in the garden such as kale and rutabagas and beets, if you planted them last fall. But if you have an asparagus bed,  in late February and all through the months of March, April, and early May, new shoots of asparagus will miraculously be appearing for your culinary pleasure. That’s one of the best things about asparagus; once you get a good bed established, it automatically gives you great tasting, fresh, green food every year, with very little effort on your part, right at the time the winter vegetables are beginning to wear out their welcome. And it keeps giving until the early summer vegetables begin.

If you don’t already have asparagus, I emphatically want to encourage you to plant it. Every garden in our area is easily able to grow asparagus. It’s such an adaptable plant that it grows well in any microclimate here. It’s so deeply rooted that, once established, it requires less water than most other vegetables. And the pests and diseases that can attack it in more humid climates don’t live here. Gophers are the one pest we have that will kill asparagus, and well, honestly, gophers will eat anything in a garden except rocks. Planting in a tall raised bed lined with chicken wire can be a deterrent, until the wire rusts.

If you choose to start an asparagus bed now, you still can, in the month of March, buy asparagus roots by mail order or from a local nursery and get them planted. A lot of nonsense is put out by gardening experts about the importance of intensively preparing an asparagus bed months in advance of planting to get the soil just right. I have planted many asparagus beds, and I don’t think it’s that important. Asparagus is tough and can grow almost anywhere. I prepare the soil well by digging plenty of composted manure into it, and then I set out the roots eighteen inches apart in rows three feet apart. I plant the roots fairly deeply, with the crowns about four inches below the surface of the soil. Then I cover the entire area with a layer of mulch at least ten inches thick. Every fall I renew the mulch. That makes a well-drained bed that is sufficiently rich for asparagus.

Two years ago, when I first began gardening at our present home on Interlake Road, Dorothy Turley (who, incidentally, is Bryson’s Asparagus Queen) helped me plant 100 asparagus roots. That nicely filled up two long beds, but 100 roots were expensive, and they weren’t enough for a large family like mine that loves asparagus. So when warm weather came, I bought a package of asparagus seed for a couple of dollars. I filled 200 one-gallon pots with compost and planted a pinch of seed in the center of each one. The asparagus grew in those pots all summer, and in the fall I had nearly 200 new roots at a fraction of the cost of the 100 I had bought earlier.

You can’t pick anything from your asparagus plants the first year after you plant them from roots (two years from seed), and the second year you can only pick a small amount because the roots need to become established and develop many buds. From the third year on, you can pick them for about eight weeks, but be sure you leave a few shoots on each plant to develop into the tall, feathery foliage that feeds the root. The plants will need to be watered occasionally in the summer, especially when the weather is very hot. In the fall, cut down the stalks, lay them on top of the bed or compost them, and then cover the entire bed with a twelve-inch layer of mulch. That’s really all the care you need to give your asparagus bed.

It’s so easy for such a luxurious food.

Enjoy yourself!

Portraits of Home by Rupert Lyle

Some people prefer to stay in the shadows. Although we do not see David at the Hall very often, he knows exactly what goes on there by virtue of his roll as the eminence gise of the Hall’s web site. As guest music reviewer in News from the Hall, he adds a literary touch to our events. Altogether, there’s more to this man than meets the eye — unless you’ve seen him in his cycling outfit.

Hall News (HN) had the pleasure of speaking with David Phillips.

HN: Tell us a little about your family and where and how you grew up.

David: I grew up in Southern California where my family lived in Altadena. Like many others, my father had moved us from Brooklyn during the war. I was the fifth of six children. After high school in Pasadena, I went to UC San Diego as an undergraduate and then graduated from UCLA Dental School in 1977.

HN: What brought you to this area, and when?

David: One day, shortly after I graduated from UCLA, I went out for pizza. I was in my car on some side road trying to turn onto Santa Monica Boulevard as a continuous line of traffic crawled by. At that moment I resolved to make my life somewhere else. I loaded up the car and drove slowly up the coast of California stopping at small towns along the way. I went as far as Mendocino, but it was in King City that I found my place. A retiring dentist, Dr. Bridges, was looking for someone to take over his practice, and I’ve been here ever since.

HN: How do you spend your time here?

David: I work in King City as a dentist. For twenty-two years, I have run a youth group at Grace Lutheran Church. One evening a week kids come to socialize and study the Bible in a safe and open place. While the Christian faith works for me, I don’t think it is the only truth. We spend a lot of time asking more questions than we answer, seeking and exploring the idea of a relationship with God.

For several years I have taken part in the Aids/LifeCycle Program, which is a bike ride from San Francisco to Los Angeles. Initially, my main motivation was to help raise money to treat HIV/Aids patients and provide counseling and prevention services, but increasingly the challenge of the riding has become a passion. I hope to take part again this year. I also get a lot of satisfaction from writing. I write a blog about the ride, as well as reviewing the occasional concert at Hesperia Hall. I have found that writing about an event makes me more reflective and introspective during the event and opens me up to a fuller experience.

HN: What aspect of your work as a dentist do you enjoy most?

David: All my working life has been in dentistry, and the aspect I enjoy most is meeting people. At the end of a vacation or even on Monday morning, I look forward to meeting patients and talking to them. By doing my work as well as I am able, I am contributing to their well being, and that makes me feel good. I schedule my appointments so as to be able to spend time with each patient.

HN:  Tell us about your family now.

David: The best decision I ever made was to ask Janice to marry me. (This interviewer was unable to ascertain Janice’s best decision.) She was from San Diego but happened to be in King City for a summer teaching job that didn’t work out. She filled in the time as my temporary dental assistant, and we were married in ’79. We have two children, a son and a daughter, both raised in the Lockwood/King City area and both now school teachers.

HN: What do you like best about life here?

David: The wide-open spaces, the sense of community. The scale of the place allows me to feel intimately connected to the place I live.

HN: What is your favorite memory of the area?

David: Back in the early ‘90’s, the Down Home Players put on a one-act play called “Down in the Mouth” that I had written. The action took place in a dentist’s office where the suction tube gets the better of the operator, me, and the patient, Darlene, in the chair showed the audience more than she intended in the ensuing excitement. The audience loved it, and there were bodies rolling in the aisles!

HN: How have you seen the area change over the time you’ve been here?

David: Where we live in Davis Canyon, we have not seen a great many changes. Farther afield, a few more houses dotting the hillsides, a few more cars. In King City where I work, I do feel a loss of community spirit, perhaps due to the growth of the town.

HN: How would you like to see your community change over the next twenty-five years?

David: I would like the community spirit I see in Bryson-Hesperia spread to Lockwood and the San Antonio Valley. As seen from a slight remove, Bryson-Hesperia is an example of what a community should be. I consider it a privilege to be a part of it.

HN: Thank you, David.
Naturalist Notebook: The River Song 2 by Charles Ewing

The birthplace of the Nacimiento River is in a quiet, shady draw, high in the Santa Lucia Mountains. (Nacimiento is the Spanish word for birthplace or source.) We call such places a river’s source, or headwaters. There is an aura of mystery about these places. They can be difficult to find, and the quest to do so can make for legend, as with explorer-missionary Dr. David Livingston’s futile quest to find the source of the Nile.

The Nacimiento River is very small in length and volume of flow when compared to the world’s great rivers such as the Nile and the Mississippi. Of the Nacimiento’s 60-mile length, eighteen miles are now a dammed-up reservoir. Thirty miles of the river flow through the military lands of Fort Hunter Liggett and Camp Roberts, which make those portions riparius incognitus to the public. Still, the Nacimiento is the river I know the best. From its headwaters to where it enters Fort Hunter Liggett, the river flows through national forest land and is open to the public. From where it exits military land, near the “Shut Ins,” to where it becomes a reservoir, it flows through private land, but if you are fortunate to have an access point to the river, you can enjoy the Nacimiento’s riparian right-of-way. I have spent many hours walking beside the Nacimiento and wading its shallows with binoculars and a field-guide. Early mornings may find me with a fishing pole in hand, and on hot summer afternoons you may find me swimming in one of the river’s cool, clear pools.

The Nacimiento River is exquisitely beautiful and a vital riparian corridor that runs through a land with five to six rainless months. It is rich with plants and animals that are uniquely adapted to a riverine environment. Ghostly California Sycamores firmly anchor themselves in the river’s channel. White Alders and Red Willows line the banks, and Fremont Cottonwoods shimmer in the afternoon breeze. The branches of theses fiver trees ring with the songs of summer warblers, tanagers, and Red-wing Black Birds. Water-loving flowers such as Crimson and Spring-seep Monkeyflowers, Saxifrage, and Speedwell add a colorful pallet along the river. Rushes, sedges and cattails decorate the quiet shallows and provide cover for fish, frogs, water-loving snakes, and ducks. Threatened and endangered wildlings, such as the Arroyo Toad, the Foothill Yellow-legged Frog and the Western Pond Turtle find refuge along and in the river. For those with an eye for stone, the river reveals a remarkable assemblage of Central California’s complex geological history. In the river-smoothed alluvium, you will find a treasure trove of multi-colored and textured igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic stones.
To the casual observer, the river has a pristine quality, but a closer look with a trained eye reveals some troubling degradation. Careless people leave behind ugly trash. Invasive plants and animals, such as Yellow Star Thistle and Bull Frogs have crowded out native wildlings. Fragile banks have been broken down by livestock and off-road vehicles. This, in turn, fouls spawning sites and gives opportunity to more invasive species.

We are blessed to live close to this wonderful river. Please take care of it.
Fishing with Rich by Rich Lingor

All of the personality and character of the month of March stir the angler’s anticipation and reflect the mood of all nature. As the landscape around us comes to life, sun shines a little warmer as its path across the sky eases into a larger arch. Mornings become more often crisp rather than bitter cold. Overnight temperatures trend away from long hours of solid freezing to light frost as the morning sun rises over our horizon a bit earlier every day. Warmth accumulates to awaken the lakes from hibernation. As our surroundings begin to flourish and new life stirs, the lake surface waters are warming. The natural seasonal cycle of water levels rise, fed by winter and spring rain and tributary flows. Rising water temperature, rising water levels, expanding hours of daylight, and spring instincts invite and draw warm water species of fish that were driven deeper by winter to test the shallows. As fish move toward the shallows, they are shaking off the numbing effects of winter that slowed their metabolism. Fish moving shallow are now more active and willing to respond to lure presentations. Gentle mixed weather patterns can send a few fish shallow, or a late season winter storm system can send them back to the depths. The early migration to the shallows can be spread out into waves of groups, or it can be held back by late harsh cold and be concentrated in a sudden surge.

Early testing of the shallows and the sunshine have yielded some success for my angling efforts. Spring is a time of transition for fish and fishermen. As the fish move from the depths to the shallows, I will fish the shallows and the nearby staging transitional habitat. When the fish are on the move, anticipating the opportunity to greet them is like sunshine that awakens anglers.

Tight lines!

Home Bureau Report

Quilters of the Home Bureau have been working diligently to create the 2011 raffle quilt. The sale of raffle tickets in the period between the Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Sale at the end of April, when the quilt gets its first public showing, and the Country Faire at the end of October, when the winning ticket is drawn, raises a very significant amount of money, all of it going to the Hall Scholarship Fund. All materials and labor are donated by members and friends of Home Bureau. The 2010 raffle quilt raised $5,194 for scholarships going to local students, and the general hope and expectation is that the current fundraising effort will meet or, better, exceed that amount.

The 2011 quilt is a traditional pattern called Ocean Waves in a generous queen bed size, and it contains approximately 3,000 pieces in a great variety of fabrics. Containing between 300 and 500 different fabrics, there is plenty to interest the viewer and move the eye across the vibrant pattern. As with all Hall raffle quilts, Ocean Waves will be entirely hand quilted, with Home Bureau members meeting weekly to get the job done. In addition, Kate Snell puts in a daily three hour stint of hand quilting.
The Home Bureau quilting group is a dedicated crew consisting of regulars Ann Brown, Mona Johansen, Carolyn Lingor, Carla Martinez, Georgiana Selfridge, Kate Snell, and Barbara Walters, with the additional help, from time to time of other friends and neighbors. Abigail, Bethany, and Mary Ann Reinstedt have recently become regular participants, learning crochet with Georgie Selfridge. Bethany has also done quilting with Carolyn Lingor. Anyone interested in joining the group need only show up. Extra sewing machines in working order have been donated and are available as needed.

Work on the raffle quilt begins just after the new year and continues until the last stitch is made, usually some time well after the quilt makes its public debut in late April. The rest of the year sees Home Bureau meeting regularly on the first and third Wednesdays of each month. In addition to the major raffle quilt project, the group makes donation quilts, some of which are displayed in the September Hesperia Hall Quilt Show, but many of which are distributed throughout the year to such organizations as Mee Hospital in King City, convalescent facilities, and the King City Police, who give baby quilts to young children, often traumatized, with whom they deal.

The Reluctant Cook
People like me, who do not look forward to the daily cooking chore, need a few fallback recipes and some tricks. I am going to share a recipe for macaroni and cheese that is so simple that it became the signature recipe for a carpenter, a plumber, and a few harried mothers we knew when we lived in the L.A. area. If you shop correctly, you will have very few dishes to wash, plus you will make a nutritious, tasty dish without having to first cook up a béchamel sauce. You can keep everything you need on hand for use just before that weekly or biweekly grocery-shopping trip when everything else is running low.

You will need elbow macaroni, an egg, one 8-ounce carton of sour cream, one 16-ounce carton of cottage cheese, and some Cheddar cheese. I use the Tillamook sharp in the red wrapping, but I’ve also put in leftover gruyere or whatever else is there. If you have a compatible vegetable that needs steaming, broccoli, for example, you can save washing another pot.
Here’s the plan: Put a pot of salted water on to boil. While that is heating up, beat an egg in a large bowl, add a teaspoon of salt (you know, enough to fill the center of your cupped palm), and pepper. Most savory dishes are better with a good dose of pepper, don’t you think? Stir in the cottage cheese and sour cream. Fill the cottage cheese container snugly with grated cheese and stir into the egg mixture. Now fill that same container with macaroni, about half a box, or eight ounces. The water is now boiling, so add the mac, cook for nine or ten minutes while you spray a baking dish with Pam and prep your vegetable.

When your mac is done, drain it, stir it into the bowl, dump the whole shebang into the baking dish and put it into a 350 degree oven for forty-five minutes or until it looks good and done. Put a steaming rack in that now empty pot, add prepped vegetables, salt, and water, and you have time to set a nice, tidy table and finish reading that article you were in the middle of when you had to get up and make yet another dinner. When it’s about time for the casserole to be done, steam your vegetables until done to your liking, put them in a pretty bowl with some butter and a sprinkle of balsamic, and there you have it. Dinner is served.
And Michelle Obama is absolutely correct. Dessert is not necessary. Eat a piece of fruit.
True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Thanks to all who supported our middle school trip to Hume Lake. Your prayers and donations are greatly appreciated, and we had a great time. Fifteen local youth went on the trip, along with counselors Erick and Mary Ann Reinstedt, Ruben Cortez, Maggie Nalley, and Brendan and Sheena Steele.

Our kids did our area proud. The girls took second place (for the first time!) in the infamous Broom Hockey tournament, and our youth group took second place in the (soon to be infamous) Box Sled blitz. Not too bad for a small church from the country amidst over 600 other youth. In Broom Hockey, teams play hockey, on ice, wearing tennis shoes and using small brooms to hit the puck around. In the Box Sled Blitz, teams build a sled that holds two to ten riders, using only cardboard and duct tape. Then, at 11:00 pm, when it is cold and the Tube Run is icy, they send it down the hill and over the jump at blazing speeds, and are judged on creativity, speed, style, etc. Way to go youth group!

God was powerfully present at the camp, with all of us being treated to a top notch worship leader, Brenton Brown, who wrote many of the songs sung in contemporary worship settings, and with a speaker that carried God's Word and heart in an amazing way. Lives were touched and changed, and, again, we say to all of you, thanks.

If you are interested in the youth group, call Erick and Mary Ann at (805) 472-9325. It is open to all youth, grades 6-12.

The Puzzler

In the state of Euphoria, citizens pay as much income tax (percentage-wise) as they make in rupees per week. What is the optimal salary in Euphoria?

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
David Phillips and Don Ukkestad were the only ones to reply with 31 for a solution. The sequence (very challenging) is the number sixteen written in bases counting down from base sixteen. The missing term is sixteen written in base five, three fives and one one.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name the first person to submit a correct answer.
San Antonio School

January 2011 student of the month

Character Trait Award:

Julie Guzman – 3rd Grade

Victoria Villegas – 5th Grade

2010 Financial Report by Lois Lindley, Treasurer

General Funds:

Beginning Balance: 
15,955

Income: 

Donations
99

Membership dues
2,550

Newsletter Advertising
590

Auction & BBQ Profit
2,998

Country Faire Profit
964

Calendar Profit
4,217

Drink Sales
78

Total Income:

11,496

Expenses:
Maintenance
421

Major Maintenance
8,203

Supplies
416

Insurance
1,898

Pot Luck Expense
50

Newsletter
3,679

Taxes and Fees
186

Utilities
644

Donation to AIDS/LifeCycle8
150

Donation to San Antonio School
400
Total Expenses:

16,047

General Fund Ending Balance:

11,404

Restricted funds:

Beginning Balance:

38,062

Income:
Donations
9,934

Interest
899

Quilt Raffle
5,194

Total Income:

16,027

Expenses:

10,097

Ending balances:

Scholarship Fund
41,493

Music/Art Education Fund
143
Rural Life Education Fund
1,249

Maintenance Fund
160

Home Bureau Fund
105

Santa Fund
342

Hall Preservation Fund
500

Restricted Funds Ending Balance:
43,992

(Detailed report available from Treasurer)
March Calendar Highlights
1
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

2
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

Amateur Radio Class 7pm
3
Line Dancing classes 7pm
7
Yoga 5:30pm
9
Amateur Radio Class 7pm

10
Line Dancing classes 7pm
12
CPR Class in Soledad

13
Thespian Meeting 1pm
14
Yoga 5:30pm
16
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

Amateur Radio Class 7pm
17
St. Patrick’s Day

Line Dancing classes 7pm
18 Grafting Class 5pm

Potluck 7pm
19
CERT Training

21
Yoga 5:30pm

23
Amateur Radio Class 7pm

24
Line Dancing classes 7pm
25
Bus Service Ribbon Cutting 10am

26
Bull Dog Fun Run


Nacitone Dutch Oven Event

28
Yoga 5:30pm
31
Calendar Photo Entries Due

Apr 2
CERT Training 
5
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

2011 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Carol Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley Directors – Jim Brand, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters Membership – Carla Martinez Hall Scheduling– Janice Smith-Ramseier
Maintenance – David Villegas
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall

Send to Carla Martinez, 76346 Hesperia Rd, Bradley, CA 93426.
Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $50 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.
Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter featuring various news and instructional articles of interest to those living in the Bryson-Hesperia community, along with advertisements from local vendors and services. The editorial views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.
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