News from the Hall
      September 2009
News from the Board by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Summer is nearly over. Many schools have begun their 2009-2010 school year. As wildfires continue to rage, we hope and pray for the safety and success of those battling the blazes across the countryside. Preparations are being finalized for the famous Hesperia Hall Quilt Show, which takes place at our September potluck. We hope to see you there!

Interested persons are needed for the Calendar Committee as well as for the Hesperia Hall Board. Please express your interests at the next potluck or contact any Board member. News from the Hall is being forwarded to the King City Rustler in an effort to inform our South County area of our many activities. If you contribute articles to our newsletter, know that your contribution may end up in the Rustler. Should you have any concerns, please contact Janice at 472-2268, Ed Buntz, or any other Board member. We are always grateful to all of you who forward articles. We couldn’t be successful without you.

Our Country Faire is coming up on October 25, from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. We are looking forward to this year’s being another great event. Vendors are sending in applications, which we will accept on a first-come, first-reserved basis. An application form is included in this newsletter. If you have any questions, please call Janice Smith-Ramseier at 472-2268. Get ready to begin your holiday shopping on October 25, at the Country Faire, as there is, typically, a wonderful selection of arts, crafts, hand-knitted items, soaps, olive oils, etc. — and, it’s a fun day!
Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz
The Scholarship Committee would like to thank Janice Smith-Ramseier and an anonymous benefactor for making generous donations in memory of Kay Brand’s daughter Cheryl Smith. Kay and Jim devoted a tremendous amount of time, effort, and resources to assist Cheryl during several years of her failing health, so these donations also honor their commitment to a loved one. We would also like to thank all the quilt raffle enthusiasts for purchasing tickets at a fantastic pace since those proceeds go into the scholarship fund.

Academic year 2009 – 2010 is cranking up already and our recipients are getting registered, collecting their awards, and heading into another year of challenges. We received many wonderful thank you notes from our students expressing their sincere appreciation for the support from our community.

If you would like to support the Hall scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put Scholarship Fund on the memo line and send to:  Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley CA 93426. If you would like to save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any board member at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at 805-472-2070 or Lois Lindley at 805-472-9556.
The September potluck takes place on Friday, September 18, in conjunction with the annual Hesperia Hall Quilt Show. The quilt show begins at 2:00 pm, with the potluck starting as usual at 7:00 pm.
Hesperia Hall Quilt Show by Kate Snell

The seventh annual Hesperia Hall Quilt Show will take place on Friday, September 18, from 2:00 until 9:00 pm, with the regular monthly potluck at 7:00 pm. Contemporary as well as antique quilts of the area will be displayed, along with photos and histories of the quilters. Approximately fifty quilts will be shown, as well as entries in the Trash to Treasure Contest. In addition to local family heirloom quilts and the works of accomplished local quilters, look for quilts and projects made by local students who participated in the Hall’s summer quilting program for kids. There will an opportunity quilt, door prizes, donation quilts, and a hand quilting demonstration. Additionally, this year we will have a silent auction quilt featuring Dresden plates, with all auction proceeds going to the scholarship fund. Admission is free. If you have any questions, please contact Kate Snell at (805) 472-2070, or at www.hesperiasews@hotmail.com.
2010 Calendar Ready for Its Debut by Jo Geary
The time you have all been waiting for is nearly upon us. The 2010 Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar will be unveiled and available for purchase at the Quilt Show/potluck on September 18. We have made a few changes which we hope you will all enjoy, so don't forget to bring your wallet or check book to make some early gift purchases. The price remains the same: $12.50 each, or 20 for $200.00, all proceeds benefiting the Hall.

See you at the Quilt Show and potluck!
Solar Homes Tour ’09 by Rupert Lyle

The third annual solar homes tour will take place under the auspices of the Hall's Rural Education Program on Saturday, October 17.  Following the tradition established over the last two years, we will meet at the Hall at 9:00 am and then carpool to a selection of homes that demonstrate aspects of solar, environmental, and site-sensitive design. It is hoped that this year's selection will include both new construction (a straw-bale house with solar-module grid intertie, solar hot water heating, and rain water harvesting systems) and remodels in the Interlake/Smith Road area. A light lunch may await us at our final destination.

Numbers will be limited to 30, so please call 472-2166 to reserve your place. Attendees must be Hall members, and Lois will be on hand with applications if required.
August Potluck

The August potluck was well-attended, with many guest speakers covering several local issues. In attendance were: Richard Riddle, Supervising Ranger, Monterey Parks; David Gillis, Road Superintendent, Department of Public Works, Monterey County; Neal Thompson, Traffic Engineer for Department of Public Works, Monterey County; Tom Shepherd, Operations Manager, Monterey Parks; Mike Kanalakis, Sheriff, Monterey County; Nancy Kotowski, Superintendent of Schools, Monterey County; Simon Salinas, Supervisor for the 3rd District, Monterey County; Jim Suriano, Installations Commander, Fort Hunter Liggett; Alec Arago, District Manager for Congressman Sam Farr; Kathy Prew, Director of Monterey County Animal Services; Chris Lopez, Aide to Supervisor Salinas.
Bryson-Hesperia's Rainbow Bridge by Beth Winters

When my five-year-old Chihuahua, Angelina, died unexpectedly, I felt the need to do something special to mark her short, sweet life. Other community members and I have been trying for years to bring a spay/neuter clinic to our area, and I decided this might be a way to facilitate that. With donations from friends and family, we have amassed nearly $500 towards this effort, and now I am reaching out to the general community. If you would like to honor the passing of a beloved pet and contribute to a better life for local pets, feral animals, and strays, you can write a check to Hesperia Hall and write Angelina Compassion Fund in the memo section. I am in the process of writing a policy and creating a committee that will vote on how the money will be delegated, but the general idea is that the money will be used as described above.

Donations will be tax deductible, in the same manner as the donations we make to honor our community members who have passed on. Thank you for whatever you can do for the animals.
Friends of County Animal Services by Beth Winters

As a member of Friends of County Animal Services (FoCAS), I attend monthly meetings where we appropriate donated money to assist the County Animal Control Department with services and materials that the County cannot provide and which support the domestic animals of Monterey County. This group sponsored the free Spay/Neuter Clinic that took place last October in Lockwood. Although 35 local cats and dogs received this service, none were from Bryson-Hesperia because we received the notice too late. One of my reasons for wanting to be on this committee was to ensure that we were not overlooked again.

The committee has agreed to make Hesperia Hall the locale for this effort this year, and Kathy Prew, the Director of Animal Control, is in negotiations with a local vet to repeat the event. We will announce it first in this publication, so be on the lookout for this news, hopefully soon!

This Month in the Garden by Carolyn Lingor

The fall planting season starts this month. Fall is the best time to make new perennial plantings. The soil is still warm, so it allows the new plants to develop a good root system before winter sets in, and then, in the spring, the plants will just take off. A small perennial planted in the fall will outstrip a large perennial planted in the spring.

You can also start planting most bulbs in late September, especially drought-tolerant types such as daffodils and their relatives. If your tall bearded irises aren’t producing many flowers, it’s time to divide them. This should be done about every two years. If you've never divided irises before, here are the simple instructions: Dig up the clump, break or cut off the newer rhizomes, and trim the foliage back to about half. Discard the old, spent center rhizomes. When you replant, make sure the top of the rhizome is exposed to the light; if bearded irises are planted too deeply, they tend to rot.

September is also a good time to start pulling out summer annuals that are starting to look ratty, which will make space for the new cool weather annuals. It is a good time to start cool weather annuals such as sweet peas, as well as starting cool weather vegetables.
Happy gardening—

Cooking from the Garden by Kate Snell

Tomatoes have had a banner year for production around here. I put in starts at the end of April, after the White Elephant Sale, when there is no fear of frost. Tax day was my previous date for putting in my garden, but a couple of later frosts in the last decade have pushed back the planting time. I place tomato starts deeply into well-amended soil without too much nitrogen, or it will be all leaf and little fruit. Too much sun can be a problem in our area, also, causing cracks, burn, blossom end rot, etc. I grow mine in a block so the plants can shade one another; you might prefer to place your tomatoes in a shadier part of your garden. Water them moderately, and, with luck, start harvesting near Independence Day.

The varieties are endless; I put in twenty-five plants with early varieties, yellow varieties (Yellow Girl or Lemon Boy are good producers here as well as Pineapple; avoid Golden Jubilee), and Romas, and heirlooms, with good flavor but lower production. You can eat your tomato crop in salads, adorned only with mayonnaise in sandwiches, in salsas, sliced with mozzarella and basil, in pizzas and tomato soup, and, of course, in pasta sauce. When there are huge quantities, you can freeze or can. Donna Rubino, an old friend, gave me the following recipe, which uses large amounts of fresh tomatoes:

Fresh Tomato Pasta

2-3 cups chopped fresh tomatoes

2-3 cloves chopped garlic

1 cup basil leaves

¼ cup olive oil

20 kalamata olives chopped

½ cup crumbled feta 

12 oz pasta; fusilli, rotele or penne preferred

Place chopped tomatoes in a strainer for 10-15 minutes while you put the pasta to boil. Sauté garlic and basil in olive oil for a minute or two only and place in large bowl. Drain pasta when tender and add to sautéed garlic. Place tomatoes, olives and cheese in the bowl and toss, then serve. You may replace the feta with Romano or asiago cheese if you prefer.
The Cattle Drive by Wayne Harris

The Ray Harris ranch consisted of approximately 1800 acres, primarily in Copperhead Canyon, but about 480 of them were in Bryson Valley on the original Ray homestead. The larger part was the Ford Homestead (or the Argarus homestead), part of the Dougherty homestead, the Gould and Mann homesteads, and some Harris homestead. Open land made up the rest of the ranch.

The drive occurred once a year, usually mid-summer, and consisted of rounding up all the nondairy cattle on the Copperhead part of the ranch to take to the Ray place to graze off the grass over there. The Ray place was what is now a part of the Forest River Development area. It had a nice spring on it, so there was no problem having water for the cattle.

We would drive the cattle up the canyon to Maun Canyon, the next canyon upstream from where the old round trough is (that is on the old Gould homestead with its orchard), then through the Hysell homestead, down a brushy trail to the old J.D. Harris homestead (where my father was born December 29, 1888), to the Ray place. There the cattle would graze on some ideal pasture land—lots of grass, plenty of cool spring water, and many oak trees to provide shade for them to lie down and chew their cud. Talk about happy cows!

For lunch we would have a pocketful of jerky, an apple, and a canteen full of water. If the fruit in the old orchard were ripe, we’d pick some. All I can see of that orchard now is the skeletons of dead trees. The trees had been planted in the 1870’s by my great grandparents. Some time during the fall, we’d ride back and drive the cattle over the same trail to Copperhead Canyon for wintering.
The horse I rode was Lady. She became mine when no one claimed her after she came wandering up Copperhead Canyon. I guess no one wanted her. She was about the ugliest horse you could imagine. Her back was swayed like a hammock. But she really knew how to work cattle. She would never let one break away from the drive. For me, she was a faithful old horse. She saved my life one time by outrunning a fierce wildfire just fifty yards or so behind us. I’ve had sixty-eight extra years of life, thanks to Old Lady!

Naturalist Notebook by Charles Ewing

Although coast redwoods and giant sequoias occupy small parts of California, we hold these giants of the tree world as icons of our State’s diverse and wondrous flora. By contrast, oaks are common and occupy extensive areas of California. We see them every day, so it is easy to take them for granted. Their very abundance makes oaks quintessential in defining our State’s landscape. For California’s first people, oaks were the “staff of life.” Oaks were the trees that welcomed the earliest Spanish explorers and missionaries to California. They greeted the first Spanish and Yankee settlers with visions of a mild climate, fertile valleys and rich rangelands. Oak-related place names abound on our maps. Encino and Encinitas are Spanish names for the Live Oak. Paso Robles is named for the Valley Oak. Chaparral is derived from the Spanish-Basque word for scrub oak. Thousand Oaks and Oakland are a few of the oak-related place names given by Anglo-Americans.

All oaks are in the genus Quercus, which derives from the Celtic words quer and cues meaning “fine trees.” There are eighteen species of oaks in California; there are four species that call Bryson-Hesperia home. Here’s an annotated list. Remember, if it has an acorn, it’s an oak.

· Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, is our largest oak. It grows mostly in our bottomlands where it can get its roots down to the water table. Lobata refers to its lobed leaves. Other common names are water oak, white oak and monarch oak. Valley oak is a threatened species.

· Blue Oak, Quercus douglasii, is very drought-tolerant and grows mostly on the open hillsides. The blue-green color of its leaves is caused by a waxy coating that helps retain precious moisture. Its species name douglasii refers to David Douglas, a 19th Century Scottish botanist-explorer.
· Coast Live Oak, Quercus agrifolia, is an evergreen oak and grows mostly on shaded slopes or near water. Its species name agrifolia refers to its spiny leaves.

· Scrub Oak, Quercus berberidifolia, is small multi-trunk tree that can grow in dense thickets or mixed with other chaparral shrubs. Its species name berberidifolia refers to its small bearberry- (uva ursi) like leaves.
Oaks shelter and feed a multitude in need. They are truly giving trees. The next “Naturalist Notebook” will describe some serious threats to our giving trees.
Fishing with Rich by Rich Lingor

Fishing locally at Lake San Antonio in August has been more fishing than catching. The word from local anglers is that the striped bass have been popping up on the surface, presenting a terrific opportunity to get in on some fun action and bring home fillets for dinner. The rumors are backed up with evidence left by successful anglers at the cleaning table. The problem with this pattern is that, lately, it has been on some days and off other days. On the mornings that I have shown up, the surface activity has been missing. Having had enough previous intermittent positive re-enforcement has kept my enthusiasm for continuing effort. Local wisdom from experienced anglers: Expect the surface pattern to become stronger and more reliable as the month of August gets closer to its final days. Without the participation of the striped bass (someone must have told them it was my day to try), I have been making the most of my time on the water by turning my attention to catch-and-release fishing of Large Mouth and Small Mouth bass. With persistence targeting deeper structure, I have had enough success to reward my early morning pursuits.

Thursday, August the 13th, I traveled to Lake Cachuma, but was turned away by the boat inspector who found a few drops of moisture in the bilge. The Quagga muscle inspections for boats vary from one lake to another and depend on the protocol established by the local jurisdiction. So I dried up the water in the bilge and headed back north and stopped at Lake Lopez where I was given a gold star passing grade by the conscientious boat inspector. Lake Lopez has a fine population of Red Eared perch and Blue Gill sunfish. In about three hours, I caught an even dozen, perfect for dinner for two. Other folks that I chatted with were happy bass anglers and perch pursuers whose efforts had been similarly rewarded. Friday, August 14, I heard from friends who were told they would not be allowed to launch at Cachuma due to aircraft scooping water for the fires. So I met them on Saturday at Lopez where I took one of them, my friend Ed Sanfilipo, fishing with me. He caught a five pound, eleven ounce Large Mouth, and I caught a four pound, five ounce Large Mouth bass. That's as nice a couple of bass as I have seen for a long time, so we were a couple of happy fishermen.

Early Monday morning, August 17, my guest was Erick Reinstedt, pastor from True Life Christen Fellowship in Lockwood. We diligently tried the top water game without success. So we adjusted our efforts to the deeper structure and were both rewarded with a couple of nice Large Mouth bass.

The highlight of the day was taking pictures of the Hawaii Mars fire plane as it taxied across the surface of the lake under near full power. What a special rare moment!

Tight Lines!

Editors’ Note: Only 5 Martin Mars ships were completed toward the end of WWII and entered service ferrying cargo to Hawaii and the Pacific Islands. The two surviving tankers are based near Vancouver, Canada. One is undergoing extensive restoration, while the Hawaii Mars, pictured here, helped in fighting the La Brea fire. This one is known as Tanker 223. (Courtesy of bigsurkate.wordpress.com)
Engaged by Cherie Landon

Sheena Landon and Brendan Steele are engaged. They will be married this fall. That is the formal announcement, but this is the story I, as mother of the bride, like to tell my friends.

In 2000, the bride’s father, Dave, moved our family to Bryson Hesperia. One of his secret pleasures (only revealed to me of course) was that this would make it difficult for any potential “boy friends” for his four daughters. I have found that God has a wonderful sense of humor, and two years after we moved to Bryson, the Steeles also moved here. They purchased the property next to us. At 14 and 16, Sheena Landon and Brendan Steele started dating, which consisted of walking over to each other’s houses and attending an occasional dance or movie when one of their parents could drive them. Five years later, they are going to be married.

We feel so blessed that our daughter is marring a wonderful man raised by a wonderful family in a wonderful community! It really is a wonderful life!

True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Wow! School is back in session and our youth are back at it! It seems like the summers get faster and faster. Despite the fire's best efforts to destroy the youth camp we had at our home in early August, we had a wonderful time with seven selected youth along with some additional youth and adult help. Shortly after the youth arrived on Monday, August 3rd, for what was supposed to be a two-night sleepover, a fire engine pulled up and ordered an evacuation. So, off to their homes the youth went. After the evacuation was lifted that night, we brought them back in at 9:00 am Tuesday morning, and we went until 11:00 am Wednesday morning. We had a wonderful, growing, fun time talking, growing in God's Word, taking quiet time with God, playing, watching videos on a six-foot screen on the lawn at night under the moon and stars, eating great food, and just hanging out.

The youth were so fired up by the two videos we watched from the Passion tour (a Christian tour of music and speakers which aims at college-aged youth) that they want to show them on the big screen, so we are inviting all of you to come to the church on Friday, October 2nd. (See True Life Christian Fellowship's small ad in this issue for times, etc.) These two videos, which show amazing photos from deep in space as well as in the tiniest parts of the human body, left the youth awed and amazed at the wonder of our God and His Creation.

We are currently planning our September activities, so please call us at (805) 472-9325 for dates and times. The True Life Youth Group is open to all youth, grades 6-12, regardless of religious affiliation. We can often provide rides from the Bryson area if needed.

Emu Roundup of ‘09
While this story is no longer news, it is as distinctly a Bryson-Hesperia story as the great buffalo escape of ’05. As locals know, a few of our neighbors have unconventional pets: buffalo, alpaca, Barbary sheep, emus, and the like. The Kate Snell/Ed Buntz homeplace has been, for many years, the residence of two emus. Sarah Jane and Squeaky (both males, by the way) were critters who could, of all things, rely upon steady food, safety, and close attention to their needs, but, like many creatures for whom the wild calls, they one day in early May pecked the lock to their pen and made their escape.

Ed, well known for his attention to detail, fretted, worrying he may have left the gate unlatched. We think not so! Those birds wanted a taste of the roaming life. For many days there was no word of the erstwhile emus until, at last, there came a phone call from Kevin Steele reporting a sighting on a ranch down on Interlake Road. Ed donned heavy pants (those birds can kick, and they have nasty claws), loaded his pickup with the appropriate impedimenta, called Neighbor Tom, and was off.

Ed and Tom sighted Sarah Jane in a pasture east of Interlake Road near Lois and Jack Lindley’s place. They obtained permission from the rancher to round up their quarry on his property, enticed a parched Sarah Jane with a bucket of water, and effected the capture. There was the lassoing and wrestling down of the powerful, frightened bird, the hooding and tying up, the hefting of their resisting captive into the bed of the truck, the bumpy ride home with Tom trying simultaneously to subdue and avoid the emu in the truck bed while maintaining enough balance not to sprawl atop it, Ed all the while driving as carefully as possible.

Sarah Jane, exhausted and somewhat the worse for wear, having battled some barbed wire in his adventures, has since been nicely revived and seems content enough to accept regular meals and attention and to wander amongst his chicken companions; he has shown no further signs of wanderlust. There has been, more’s the pity, no word of Squeaky. Perhaps out there somewhere, across the hills, among the oaks, there roams a lone emu.

Ed avows he is not ready for a repeat performance. He has replaced the lock to the emu pen with more secure hardware.
The Puzzler
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This month, something different. Since the Puzzler has been very impressed by a new on-line math game called Ken-Ken, he wants to share it with readers. In the example shown here, each column and row must contain the digits 1 to 4. Additionally, the digits in the outlined region must give the indicated result under the operation shown.

These puzzles, developed by Japanese teacher Tetsuya Miyamoto, require students to apply what they know about numbers. A big improvement on “drill and kill” approaches to elementary math, these games introduce students to argument and proof in math.

A good online source for six new daily puzzles is www.kenken.com. Have fun!
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
Kate Snell had the intended correct answer, 9. John P is still wondering how long it takes two chickens to lay one egg.
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VENDOR APPLICATION FORM
Hesperia Hall Country Faire and Flea Market

October 25, 2009
11:00am – 3:00pm

Fee: $10 for outdoor space; $15 for indoor space
Display tables are available if needed. Picnic tables outside, 3’ x 7’ or smaller tables inside. Please check below as appropriate:

______INSIDE ($15)


______OUTSIDE ($10)

______table (yes/no)


______table (yes/no)

Brief description of items to be sold:  ___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  _______________________________________________________  Phone Number:  ______________________________
Mail application with fee to Janice Smith-Ramseier, 52120 Smith Road, Bradley CA 93426. Make checks payable to Hesperia Hall. For further information, please call 805-472-2268.









