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News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

Many appreciative thanks are extended from our Bryson-Hesperia community to the county officials who attended the August potluck. Their presentations aptly brought us up-to-date on the relevant actions their departments are providing us. Given the budget problems with which our nation is currently burdened, it was especially important for us to better understand the status of what’s going on in south Monterey County.

And once again, the Board and members (I’m sure) would like to thank Jim Brand for laboriously oiling the Hall’s wood floor. It’s people like Jim and John Plumb (I’m also sure you noted the beautifully painted and perfectly functioning windows) who donate their time, effort, and expertise that make our Hall and our community so special.

The September 16th potluck will feature our annual Quilt Show, again hosted by the Home Bureau under the direction of Kate Snell. The Hall will, as always, be hung full of beautiful, handcrafted quilts, and Kate will be providing a hand quilting demonstration. It will be one of the last times the fundraising quilt will be hung for public display before being raffled (please remember the $cholarships) and carried off from the Country Faire by its lucky winner.

The next two months will be busy at the Hall, so please get your calendars out and mark these dates: 

October 8th is a 7:00 pm concert by the widely admired group, “Molly’s Revenge.” 

October 21st is Oktoberfest potluck, again generously hosted by Marlen Richardson and friends.

And, on October 30th, the max-blast happening, the Hesperia Hall Country Faire takes place.

Vendors interested in participating in the Faire should contact Janice Smith-Ramseier or check this issue of News from the Hall for an application form.

The next potluck, on September 16, is the annual Quilt Show and is hosted by Home Bureau. The show is scheduled for 2:00 until 9:00 pm with the potluck dinner beginning at 7:00.

Political Update

Speaking to questions previously submitted to Board members from people in the community, Congressman Sam Farr and local county officials addressed our community at the August potluck. In addition to Congressman Farr and his Chief of Staff Alec Arago, available afterwards to discuss specific concerns of individual community members were these county officials: County Supervisor Simon Salinas with his Aide Chris Lopez; Sheriff Scott Miller; Tom Shepherd and Richard Riddle, Parks Department; Larry Altameyier, Department of Public Works; Planning Commissioners Jay Brown and Paul Getzelman; and Game Warden Matt Gil. A good sampling of our local public servants turned out to meet our community, and all appeared to enjoy the evening.

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

We would like to thank all the quilt raffle enthusiasts for purchasing tickets at a fantastic pace since those proceeds go into the scholarship fund. There are still some potlucks, the quilt show, and the Country Faire to upgrade your chances to take home this year’s quilt, so keep up the momentum!

Academic year 2011–2012 is cranking up already, and our recipients are getting registered, collecting their awards, and heading into another year of challenges. We received many wonderful thank you notes from our students expressing their sincere appreciation for the financial and emotional support from our community. Local high schools are underway as well, so remember to support our local students in building the foundation funds for their higher education pursuits.

If you would like to support the Hall scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship Fund” on the memo line, and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. If you would like to save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any Board member at a potluck or Hall event.

CERT News by Carla Martinez

We have finally settled on a name for our organization. We are now known as the South Monterey County Emergency Response Team Association (SMCERTA). We are hard at work finalizing our paperwork to apply for non-profit status with the State of California. Once this is accomplished, all donations to our organization will be tax deductible for our donors.

We are planning our first CERT training session and welcome all interested parties to participate. The training course will meet one day a week for six weeks. This is a 20-hour, FEMA-approved course. Carla Martinez and Serena Martinez will teach the course and have some very interesting material available. The course is held free of charge and will be available in the Bryson-Hesperia and Lockwood areas. On Saturday, after the class work is completed, there will be a practice simulation in which participants will practice and demonstrate their newly acquired skills. We have the course manual available to review prior to our first meeting. These manuals are also free of charge and are provided by Citizens Corps.

This is excellent disaster preparedness training for everyone. Classes begin the first week of October and will run from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm. Please contact Carla Martinez at (805) 391-3185 if you are interested in attending and to obtain your course schedule and training manual.

It is our hope to train as many local residents as possible. This is also the course you need to complete to be an active member of SMCERTA as well as a Disaster Services Worker for the Office of Emergency Services of Monterey County. Please do not hesitate to call Carla with your questions.

We are looking forward to seeing you in class!

Commendation by Lois Lindley

At the August meeting of Citizen Corps, a group sponsored by the Office of Emergency Services (OES) that, in turn, does Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training, Carla Martinez received recognition. She is highly commended for her outstanding participation with CERT. This recognition is also reported in the minutes of the August 19, 2011, meeting of Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) of which Carla, KJ6DOG, is a member.

Congratulations, Carla, and thank you for your dedicated work for our community.

Star Thistle Control by Susan Raycraft

At the recently formed South Monterey County Rural Coalition's last meeting at St. Luke's Guild Hall on August 17, it was decided to focus on the growing problem of Star Thistle in South County, identifying the officials responsible for its control, and mobilizing citizen efforts to aid in its eradication. If you or anyone you know is concerned with this issue, please contact Paula Getzelman at paula@tregattivineyards.com, or Bryson resident Jessica Riley at jessica.devoe@gmail.com.

Plan to attend the next regular meeting at St. Luke's on Wednesday, September 14, at 5:00 pm. All SMCRC meetings are open to South County residents aligned with our mission, which is to protect our rural lifestyle by facilitating communication and education within the community and with government/public agencies.

Hesperia Hall Quilt Show by Kate Snell
The Ninth Annual Hesperia Hall Quilt Show will take place on Friday, September 16, from 2:00 until 9:00 pm, with a potluck at 7:00 pm. Contemporary as well as vintage quilts from the area will be on display along with photos and histories of the quilters. Approximately fifty quilts will be displayed, over half of them bed sized. There will be as well a bed turning of antique quilts. Additionally, there will be an opportunity quilt, door prizes, silent auction quilt, and a hand quilting demonstration.

Admission is free.

Coming Soon by Jo Geary

The 2012 Bryson Hesperia Community Calendar will be unveiled and available for purchase at the Quilt Show Potluck on September 16th. The community has, once again, excelled itself and produced another unique and useful calendar. The changing scenes and feelings of the area are beautifully depicted by several new photographers as well as our regulars and some returning old friends. As usual, all Hall events are printed in red, local events in blue, enabling you to keep up with what's happening at a glance.

Another unique feature is the price. Unlike almost everything else in the last three years, it has not increased. Priced at $12.50 per calendar, with a 10% discount on the purchase of twenty or more, our calendars make the perfect gift for family or friends without breaking the bank whilst also making a significant donation to the Hall. All proceeds go to help the Scholarship, Maintenance, Arts, and Angelina funds.

The 2011 calendars sold out very quickly, leaving several disappointed customers, so don't delay in making your purchases. The calendars will be available at all potluck dinners and at the Sunday farmers markets.

When you've seen the latest calendar, I hope it inspires you to carry your camera with you at all times. You do not need to be an experienced photographer or have expensive equipment to take a photograph worthy of entry and selection in the judging. Just take pictures of what you love here.

Keep clicking.

Molly’s Revenge in Return Engagement by Lois Lindley

Back by popular request, Molly's Revenge will again fill Hesperia Hall with their energetic and lively Celtic music on Saturday, October 8, at 7:00 p.m. This well-known Celtic group will present a free concert, part of the final tour for founder Pete Haworth. Every seat was full for their 2010 March concert, a rapt audience watching as piper David Brewer marched down the center aisle. The two other members of the band, Stu Mason and John Weed, are members of Little Black Train, who have played twice at the Hall.

As our seating is limited, please call Jack or Lois Lindley, (805) 472-9556, for reservations. Contributions to the band will be strongly encouraged.
Calling All Vendors! by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Our Country Faire is coming up on October 30, from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. We are looking forward to this 24th year’s fair being another great event. Vendors are sending in applications, which are accepted on a first-come, first-reserved basis. An application form is included in this newsletter. If you have any questions, please call Janice Smith-Ramseier at (805) 472-2268.

Begin your holiday shopping on October 30 at the Country Faire! There will be a wonderful selection of arts, crafts, hand-knitted items, soaps, olive oils, etc., and it's a FUN day.

Animal Welfare Fund by Beth Winters

The Hall Animal Welfare Fund, a.k.a. the Angelina Fund, now has a place at the “Free” table at the Sunday Produce Exchange. Jo Geary will accept donations for the goods placed there and contribute them to the Hall’s account.

Angelina was a little Chihuahua who loved to frequent the Produce Exchange on Sundays, and a fund for the animals of the Bryson community bears her name. The purpose of the fund is to aid animals and pets living in the area, and particularly to decrease the feral population. We will reimburse Hall members for vet bills they incur for the alteration of stray, feral, or domesticated cats and dogs. Anyone needing the Fund’s assistance can contact Beth Winters at (805) 472-2095. Do not be alarmed if the recorded voice answers as “Bullseye Sign Company.” The message machine is able to multi-task.

Hand crocheted dish cloths are also available at the Produce Exchange and the suggested donation of $5.00 each benefits the Fund. A new supply in a green and red design will make perfect stocking stuffers for those of you who are already shopping for the holidays.

Cattle Club Anyone? by Jay Brown

Jay and Ann Brown are interested in putting together a group of people who have horses and are interested in working cattle for fun. Cattle sorting and team penning are some of the fastest growing equestrian sports. We have been sorting for about a year and have found it to be a lot of fun and great exercise. For us, it beats running any day!

In both sorting and penning, the calves are numbered and the object of the game is to move the proper numbered cattle from one place to another. It is not the kind of rodeo event that requires years of experience or strength. Anyone who can ride can pick it up after a couple of sessions. After that, you'll probably be hooked, and then the real learning starts.

We have a new covered arena set up for working cattle plus a bunch of eager calves. If you are interested, give us a call at (805) 472-9664, or e-mail us at brown1375@aol.com.

Cooking from the Garden by Kate Snell

When you have lots of apples on your trees, think about making fresh apple cake. It is over half fruit, moist, and delicious. It is the afternoon snack at the Hesperia Hall Quilt Show as well as Home Bureau meetings. Any apple may be used, although I make mine out of Gravenstein apples, an old favorite in Northern California. Following is the recipe, which can be modified to your taste:

Fresh Apple Cake

2 eggs

1 cup vegetable oil

1 cup sugar

4 cups chopped apples

3 cups flour

1 tbsp. baking powder

1 tsp. cinnamon or grated nutmeg

1 cup raisins

1 cup chopped nuts

Mix oil, sugar, and eggs until completely blended. Stir in apples and let stand for 10 minutes. Add flour, baking powder, and cinnamon to apple mixture. Fold in raisins and nuts. Pour into loaf pans, tube pan, or pie tins to fill ~2/3 of receptacle. Bake at 350 degrees for ~45 minutes or until tester comes out clean.

Country Gardens: Feeding the Multitudes by Daphne Denny

I’m not sure whose garden I’m working in any more.

I used to think it was mine. I thought because I’d planned it from its earliest beginnings, bought the seeds, planted, watered, weeded, fertilized, sweated, and generally made it what it was, that it belonged to me. It was mine. (Or ours. Sometimes when my family insists on it, I can be generous enough to acknowledge the hours of sweat they put into the garden, too.) I’ve always felt strongly that the produce of the garden — the food, the flowers, the sweet scents, the beauty — were ours, too. We had the right to take credit for them, consume them, or graciously bestow them on others, as we wished. And we have always vigorously defended the possession of our garden against the wildlife around us with barbed wire and electric fences, gopher baskets, bird netting, snail bait, and other devices.

But lately, I’ve been letting the defenses fall a bit. I’ve been distracted and very busy with other things, so the barbed wire fences have gotten a bit loose, and the electric fences aren’t always fully electrified. As a result, a couple of deer and a few rabbits have been coming into our garden. A few weeks ago, as I was working in the garden near a bed of Swiss chard, I noticed that several of the leaves had been eaten, obviously by deer.

That was when I realized that, whether I wanted to or not, I was probably going to have to share my garden. The fence probably wasn’t going to get fixed for awhile, and the deer were probably going to come in and nibble, and I could either live with that gracefully, or not. At that moment, I also realized that I didn’t mind sharing. What I really wanted was not to keep out every animal that didn’t “belong” there, but rather to have such a rich and productive garden that all of us could eat from it. So I stood up and said all that out loud, to the garden, to the earth, to the universe, just to register my shift in intention to everything around me that could hear or understand in some way. I thought that was the end of it. I thought I would now share a few chard leaves with the occasional deer or rabbit that hopped in for a light snack.

It was only a couple of days later that two longhorn cows made a hole in the barbed wire fence near our garden, came in, and started eating our sweet corn. Larry, my husband, saw them right away, and we both went out, armed with shovels, to chase them out. It did not go smoothly. The cows got nervous and stomped through more of the garden than I really wanted to share with them. Fortunately, Brice and Kathy Potthoff, two wonderful neighbors who understand these longhorns, came quickly, shooed them out, fixed the fence, and saved the day.

Now here is the surprising thing, the real miracle in the garden — when I went back to try to repair whatever damage had been done by these rampaging cows, I couldn’t find much to repair. They had eaten the tops off several stalks of sweet corn and knocked many others to the ground, but all the ears were still there and were ripe and ready to be picked. We harvested a heaping bowl of sweet ripe corn for supper. One branch had been broken off a tomato plant, and one small, unripe watermelon had been stomped and broken. That’s all! And the cows had even left a few “gifts” of cow manure scattered about.

So there it is. The garden is much bigger and more abundant than I thought. I don’t need to get in such a snit about owning all of it.

Love you all!

Naturalist Notebook: The “Tell-Tale” Tail by Charles Ewing

You may need a mirror, but take a close look behind yourself. Do you see anything missing? Where’s your tail? All mammals, except humans and our Hominid cousins, the great apes, have tails. Tails are an extension of the backbone and have many important functions. They can balance our bodies. They can express our emotions and attract a sexual partner. They help porpoises and whales swim and bats fly. To keep warm, a Gray Squirrel can wrap its tail around its body like a fur coat, and to cool off it can spread its tail out to dissipate heat. A California Ground Squirrel can heat up its tail to offer a poor target for a heat-seeking pit viper. Horses, cows, and other hoofed herbivores use their tails to swat away annoying and dangerous insects like botflies. Spider monkeys and opossums have prehensile tails that help them climb. So do you feel cheated that you don’t have a tail? Some tails are flat-out beautiful. Wouldn’t you like to have a beautiful tail to swish around at the Hall potluck? My personal choice would be to have a tail like a Ring-tailed Lemur. Now that’s a tail!

Why don’t humans have tails? The prevailing answer is that we don’t need one, because when humans stood upright, tails weren’t needed for balance. That simplistic explanation relies on Jean Baptiste Lamarck’s old and disproven evolutionary theory of “use and disuse.” There’s no “survival” imperative for natural selection there. I hypothesize that when humans and great apes came down from the trees, it freed up their strong, dexterous hands for fighting, especially for mating and territorial dominance. This made tails a great detriment to survival. Get a good grip on my tail and you’ve got me. Maybe we could have developed a detachable tail like many lizards, but we didn’t.

Hey, it’s my hypothesis; you can make up your own.

We do have a tail during part of our embryonic development, but it’s completely absorbed into our backside before we’re born. When we’re born we have a vestigial tail called the coccyx. It’s at the very bottom of our spine and is composed of three to five (mostly four) fused vertebrae. It doesn’t extend outside our body. The coccyx does offer an important structure for muscle attachments that support our back and control our butt and anus, but I won’t delve into that.

Portraits of Home by Rupert Lyle

In the eleven years that they have been here, the Villegas family has made an impact on the community. Whether dealing with plumbing and maintenance problems at the Hall or cleaning up before a potluck, one member or another is likely to be involved. Despite the responsibility of earning a living for a large and growing family, David is always ready to lend a hand or give advice. Hall News (HN) enjoyed a conversation with our neighbor David Villegas.

HN: Tell us a little about your family and where and how you grew up.
David: I am the oldest of six children, four girls and two boys. Because my father worked in agriculture, we moved around a lot when I was small — Yuma, Mexicali, Watsonville. I started school in Mexicali, but by the time I was in third grade we had settled in Salinas. I stayed there until I finished high school.
HN: What brought you to Bryson-Hesperia, and when?
David: As a child I came down with my family to camp at Lake San Antonio one time, and then later Victoria and I brought our own kids down here. After a childhood in cloudy Salinas, I love the heat, the clear starry nights. We knew Emily Reynolds who ran the Way Station. She showed us properties in the area, and it appeared that we might be able to afford something. We had seven children by then and really needed more space than we had in Salinas. I was such a city boy, however, that when one realtor started to turn onto Bryson-Hesperia, I stopped him. That was just too far out into the wilds! The property we found, just off Interlake Road, was perfect.
HN: How do you spend your time here?
David: Working! With my wife, Victoria, I own and operate South County Plumbing. Most of our work is between Paso Robles and King City, with much of it in Heritage Ranch and Oak Shores. During the recent building boom I did a lot of new construction, but with the downturn in the economy, it’s mostly service calls for the moment. Before moving down here, we had a business in Salinas, “7-Days Plumbing and Heating”, and boy did we regret choosing that name! Despite that, it was very successful for a while, and we had several employees working between Marina, Salinas, and Monterey. In fact, for the first two years that we lived here, I was commuting to Salinas every day. I would leave home before 6:00 am each morning and get back after 8:00 pm. We had hoped to establish ourselves here during that time, but nothing much came our way. Eventually, all the travel time got to be too much. Finally, a contractor was driving past the house and saw my sign. He hired me to do a job, and we haven’t looked back since.
HN: What job have you enjoyed most?
David: Between ‘79 and ‘82 I was in the army, and I loved it. I joined right out of high school and was in a combat engineer company. I told the recruiter that I like working with earth-moving equipment, and while I did graduate to driving a five-ton truck and trailer, I spent a lot of time working with a pick and shovel beside earth-moving equipment. I was stationed in Germany, but was in Salinas on leave when Victoria and I got married. I took her back to Germany with me, and no sooner had we arrived and found a place to live off base than there was a Red Alert. This meant the company had to pack everything up and head out into the field. I appealed up the chain of command saying that I had just gotten married and that my bride was alone in a strange country. I was told that if the army had wanted me to have a wife, they would have issued me one. At that moment I realized that as much as I had enjoyed army life to that point, it was no longer for me. I quit as soon as my three years were up.
HN: Tell us about your family now.
David: My wife of thirty years, Victoria (who, in the spirit of full disclosure, the editors have to admit was present during this interview and helped out with the occasional fact and even contributed some opinions ), and I have seven children, four girls and three boys, ranging in age from twenty-six to twelve. We have one grandchild with a second on the way. Both my parents have passed on.
HN: What do you like best about life here?
David: The peace, and the friendliness of the people. When we were first here, I didn’t know what it meant when people waved as they drove past. What did they want? Had I done something? Even with Interlake Road being near to us, it’s quiet here and dark. Having grown up in the city, I felt it was so different. Initially, it freaked me out. Victoria claims that early on I made her come with me when I walked from the house to the garage, about twenty yards, at night. There might have been crazies with guns, and I knew there were wild animals out there. Despite these fears, I was confident because I was a city person, and I knew more about life. I soon came to realize the locals were the smart ones, and the country is the good life.
HN: Do you have a special memory of the area that you’d like to share with us?
David: The community events and potlucks are very special to me and Victoria. While there is a wide range of people here, I find we can talk to anyone and have meaningful contact. We all have the same concerns — our properties, the environment, making a living. As to a particular event, Victoria remembers driving down from Salinas with the car full of kids and belongings when we were first moving in. There was a power outage, and, being new to the area, she was afraid she wouldn’t recognize the house and drive right past!
HN: What changes have you seen over the eleven years you’ve been here?
David: We’ve seen a lot of new building in Lockwood and Oak Shores, not so much in Bryson. Most of our immediate neighbors have moved out and their properties sold. Only the Lindleys are still here from when we moved in.
HN: How do you think the community will change over the next twenty-five years? How would you like to see it change?
David: Mostly I don’t want it to change. In Salinas we saw the results of very rapid population increase —fields becoming housing tracts and the schools terribly over-crowded in just a single year. It’s inevitable that the area’s population will grow, but perhaps not as much or as quickly as other places. The recent Garbagegate episode shows that the community has an effective voice when it cares about something. Let’s hope it will be used to mold our development in a way that works for us all.
HN: Thank you David (and Victoria).
True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

As we sit at our computer to write this, the proofs for More Treasures Under the Oaks are on a FedEx truck headed to our home. If all goes well, we will be calling the printer soon to give them the thumbs up to print, and by the time you read this, we should be just a couple weeks away from its arrival in mid to late September. Thanks so much to all of you who have supported this effort through your encouragement, prayers, sponsorships, recipes, interviews, lending of photographs, etc. We believe that this book will not only bless the youth group and allow the True Life Youth Group to continue to reach out to local youth without cost being an issue, but it will also be a wonderful contribution to our community and a great gift to share with others at Christmas, which is not to mention that the fall presents wonderful weather for trying out its recipes and curling up and reading its stories.

We are asking for a $12 donation per book, and each book will include the entire 1999 edition plus 96 new pages of history, photographs, and outdoor cooking recipes, tips, and sides, for a total of 224 pages! We are in the process of setting up a PayPal account to allow people who do not live locally to donate and request the book, and you can access and learn more about the book by clicking on the cookbook link at www.truelifecf.org. If you live locally and would like to get the book, please call us at (805) 472-9325, and we can tell you how.

Also by the time you read this, we hope to have the September and October youth group activities planned. Feel free to call us for details if you are interested. While the True Life Youth Group is a Christian youth group, it is open to all local youth, grades 6-12.

The Puzzler

Earl Nursement, a neighbor, tells the puzzler that he knows a two-digit number that has an interesting property. Its value is twice the sum of its digits. Will you please help me find his number?

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER

Lots of extra time, but only one more solution. It came from Terry Handley of Soledad. Nice work Terry. The “look-say sequence” is just that. Starting with one (1), we say what we see: one one (11), followed by two ones (21), and then one two and one one (1211), and so on. Too clever? Blame John Conway.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

September Calendar Highlights

1
Line Dancing classes 7pm

4
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

5
Labor Day


Yoga 6:30pm

6
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

7
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

8
Line Dancing classes 7pm

11
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

12
Yoga 6:30pm

14
SMCRC at St. Lukes 7pm

15
Line Dancing classes 7pm

16
Quilt Show 2 – 9pm


Potluck 7pm

18
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

19
Yoga 6:30pm

21
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

22
Line Dancing classes 7pm

25
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

26
Yoga 6:30pm

29
Line Dancing classes 7pm

Oct 2
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

3
Yoga 6:30pm

4
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

5
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

6
Line Dancing classes 7pm

8
Molly’s Revenge 7pm
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President – Carol Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
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Directors – Jim Brand, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters
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Maintenance – David Villegas
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